
for preventing and 
eliminating rodents

rodent & pest 
prevention

3-step-guide 

eliminate rodents by 
trapping or baiting

If you’ve exhausted the suggestions from the last step and 
are still dealing with a rodent infestation, it may be neces-
sary to trap or bait.

Trapping is the preferred method, both indoors and outdoors. Snap traps are 
inexpensive and effective. Set the trap in the area with the most rodent activity—
often along walls, fence lines, or foundations. Make sure children and pets do not 
have access to the traps.

Baiting is an effective way to eliminate rodents; however, it is recommended for 
significant infestations or last-resort cases only. Rodenticides (rodent poisons) 
can be harmful or fatal to children, pets, and other animals, so we highly recom-
mend that you work with an extermination professional.

While the City doesn’t partner with or provide extermination services, we 
recommend PestMasters, Inc., based out of Livonia. Their pest control technicians 
are licensed and state- certified, skilled in surveying and assessing rodent and 
pest infestations, and knowledgeable in safe and environmentally responsible 
trapping and baiting methods. To schedule a consultation, visit www.pestmaster-
smi.com or call 800-934-4770.

have questions? think you may have a rodent issue at your property? contact the 
city of ferndale code enforcement team and we’ll be happy to investigate and 
consult: 248-546-2525, option 3.



determine whether you 
have a problem in your 
yard or neighborhood

control rodents 
by making small, 
safe changes to 
your environment

When rodents and rats inhabit a property, they 
generally leave evidence.

look for:
Burrows or holes in dirt or concrete

Droppings—often found near garbage

Gnaw marks on wood and plastic garbage cans

Rub marks—rodents run the same path many times each day, often leaving 
trample-trails in grass or dark, greasy marks along walls.

The best approach to rodent elimination 
is a holistic one. Rodents require three 
things to survive: food, water, and shelter. 
By making some relatively small changes 
to your yard and neighborhood, you can 
eliminate their access and cause them to 
die off or relocate—no poison needed.

manage garbage
Store garbage in containers with tight-fitting lids at all times. The City recommends 
[insert name brand], found at local ACE Hardware stores (remember, rodents can easily 
chew through plastic and rubber).

keep food away
Don't put food or table scraps out for squirrels, cats, or dogs.

If you feed birds, consider using hummingbird nectar or hot-pepper-treated suet (safe 
for birds but highly distasteful to mammals). If you chooses to use nuts and seeds, use 
a freestanding pole or a hanging dome baffle feeder and clean up spilled seed daily.

clean up clutter
Store piles of wood, lumber, and other materials at least 18" off the ground and away 
from walls.

Clear out your basement and yard—the cleaner the space, the less likely you'll be to 
house rodents.

Keep grass, brushes, and shrubs, well trimeed and away from building foundations.

Keep yards and gardens free from weeds and trash.

shut them out
Seal holes and cracks in foundations, walls, floors, doors, and windows.

Close burrows in ground by filling with soil and tamping down with a shovel.

Close burrows in cracked or broken sidewalks with metal filler and cement.

work together
The best way to eliminate rodents from an area or neighborhood is to treat properties 
with a unified approach. Talk to your neighbors and work together to make changes to 
yards and properties.




