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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Woodward 5 communities, an established collaboration comprised of the Cities of Berkley, Ferndale, 

Huntington Woods, Pleasant Ridge, and Royal Oak, embarked on a new joint effort in 2011 – development of a 

collaborative Sustainability Plan. This effort was led by a team from Oakland County’s Department of Economic 

Development and Community Affairs and funded by a grant from the Michigan Department of Environmental 

Quality (MDEQ) through its Pollution Prevention Program.  

 

Over the course of a year, the Woodward 5 communities collaborated with stakeholders, which included its 

residents, business owners, institutions, and elected officials, in identifying and prioritizing what Sustainability 

means. The results of the process, by which a Vision, Focus Areas, Outcomes, Indicators, Targets, and Actions were 

developed, are compiled in the following report.  

 

The final result is a framework for a networked group of sustainable communities. This framework balances the 

social, economic, and environmental aspects across governmental and community responsibility. The goal is to 

engage the stakeholders to take actions – actions that move the needle of what is important to measure in the 

direction of the desired outcome. To that end, this report contains a thorough exploration of the how, what, 

where, and why of sustainability planning for the Woodward 5. A summary report with the combined results from 

the communities has been developed in a graphical format that delivers the key information. 

 

The team wishes to thank the Woodward 5 communities – its governmental, public, and private leadership – for its 

cooperation, hospitality, and hard work during this process. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
The term “sustainability” has been defined in myriad ways. A commonality among the definitions is the concept of 

equal support for the three aspects of a triple-bottom line – community, economic, and environmental – as the 

foundation on which to build the future.  

 

Communities in Oakland County and across the United States are challenged today to define a vision and goals for 

the future that will make them sustainable. Increasingly scarce financial resources, environmental degradation, 

and a loss of community cohesion are threats facing every community to some degree. At the same time, 

communities are called to work together, develop shared visions, and leverage shared resources for efficiency and 

innovation. 

 

The Woodward 5 Sustainability Partnership includes the cities of Berkley, Ferndale, Huntington Woods, Pleasant 

Ridge, and Royal Oak, in partnership with Oakland County Economic Development & Community Affairs. The five 

communities have a strong history of collaboration and share many assets, including a strong business climate, 

high levels of employment and education, strong downtown and commercial areas, engaged residents, and mature 

vibrant neighborhoods.  

 

PLANNING PROCESS 
 

The Sustainability Planning for Woodward 5 followed a process developed 

by Oakland County in its Tri-City Sustainability Partnership circa 2010-2012. 

The Woodward 5 adapted that process, taking the best practices and 

lessons learned, and completed it in an accelerated fashion to maintain 

momentum and keep the participants engaged. Woodward 5 focused on 

the challenges faced by its communities and the actions it can take to 

confront those challenges in the three generally accepted Focus Areas: 

community, economic, and environmental. To be successful, the 

Woodward 5 communities wanted to ensure that each leg of the sustainability stool is healthy, that each supports 

the overall quality of life in the communities. The multi-community nature of the process fostered collaborative 

solutions to the challenges faced by each community.  

 

Sustainability planning introduces a new vernacular, one that necessitates common definitions. To that end, the 

following definitions are provided: 
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Vision An image or description of what the community desires to become in the future. 

Outcomes Descriptions of the specific “end states” we would like to achieve. 

Indicators  A measurable, standardized value that accurately measures progress toward Outcomes. 

Targets Specific, measurable goal for change from the baseline indicator measurement. 

Strategies Groups of categorically or methodologically similar approaches to achieving Targets. 

Actions  Projects, plans, or activities that are accomplished in order to achieve a stated Outcome. 

Stakeholders People and organizations that are responsible for planning and implementing Actions. 

 

The planning process followed a prescribed set of steps and, although it was important that the Woodward 5 

communities stayed true to the process, the Sustainability Steering Committee ensured there was flexibility and a 

sense of reason throughout. The basic process is presented in Table 1. 

Table 1 - Planning Process 

Step Description 

1. Identify a Vision The Vision sets the overall tone and scope for the Partnership. 

2. Identify Outcomes Outcomes are specific to the three Focus Areas. 

3. Identify and measure 
baselines for Indicators 

Indicators are quantitative measures which evaluate a community’s status 
relative to achieving their goals for Outcomes and Focus Areas. 

4. Set Targets Targets are the direction in which a community wants to move its value for an 
Indicator - it can increase, decrease, or maintain depending on the context. 

5. Identify Actions Actions are projects, programs, laws and regulations, services, and 
educational efforts aimed at achieving or improving sustainability. 
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Stakeholder input was an important component of the process and was facilitated through the following bodies: 

Table 2 - Stakeholders 

Body Role Composition 

Sustainability 
Steering 
Committee  
(SCC) 

Oversee the entire process; vet the output generated within 
the SAB, Work Groups, and public processes; and help guide 
the production of the final deliverables. 

 City Staff 

 Oakland County Department 
of Economic Development & 
Community Affairs 

 Consultants (Fishbeck, 
Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. 
and WARM Training Center) 

 Other advisors 

Sustainability 
Advisory 
Board 
(SAB) 

Bring the perspectives of diverse members of the 
communities to the table throughout the process. 

 Community 

 Environmental 

 Business  

 Health 

 Education 

 Local Government  

Public Get input on various aspects of the plan framework, 
including:  

 Outcomes 

 Indicators 

 Strategies 

 Actions  

 Public Meetings 

 Online Surveys 

 

 

The Woodward 5 Communities defined a Vision for the partnership and crafted 15 Outcomes related to the Focus 

Areas. A set of 49 quantitative sustainability Indicators were selected, baselines were measured, and Targets for 

future achievement were set. 

 

PROPOSAL 
 
The process began in the spring of 2012, was completed in 2013, and was funded by a grant from the MDEQ under 

its Pollution Prevention Program. The goal of the MDEQ’s 2012 Grant Program was to increase cooperation 

between business, citizens, and local governments, and to foster the development of local models and approaches 

that drive pollution prevention and sustainable initiatives at the community level.  

 

Oakland County Department of Economic Development & Community Affairs applied for, and was granted, funding 

under the program. Oakland County solicited its cities, villages, and townships to apply for inclusion in South 

Oakland Multi-Community Sustainability Planning Partnership which was funded by a grant. Following that, the 

Woodward 5 communities submitted a joint proposal to Oakland County and were selected in a competitive 

process to participate in a multi-community sustainability partnership. The planning process was designed to be a 

collaborative effort between adjacent municipalities and their stakeholders.  
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A copy of the MDEQ grant application, along with the Woodward 5 application and resolutions of support from 

each of the City Councils are included in Appendix 1. 

 

SUSTAINABILITY STEERING COMMITTEE 
 
An SSC, comprised of representatives from each of the participating cities (Berkley, Ferndale, Huntington Woods, 

Pleasant Ridge, and Royal Oak), the Oakland County Department of Economic Development & Community Affairs, 

and consultants (Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. [FTC&H] and WARM Training Center, provided oversight 

of the entire planning process; vetted the output generated within the SAB and public processes; and guided the 

production of the final deliverables.  

 

The first meeting of the SSC occurred in January 2012. The SSC met approximately every other month to 

accomplish these goals.  

 

SUSTAINABILITY ADVISORY BOARD 
 
An SAB was convened to bring the perspectives of diverse members of the communities to the table throughout 

the process. Representatives from community, environmental, business, health, education, and local government 

organizations served on the 20+ member SAB. Great care was taken to ensure a balanced cross-section of all five 

communities and the variety of stakeholders. The SAB met four times over the course of the planning process. 

Input was collected from the SAB on a variety of topics, including: creating a Vision; determining desired 

Outcomes; selecting Indicators; and identifying current and future Actions for the process. This input was then 

organized and prioritized to help seed the subsequent work of garnering input from the public on these issues.  

 

The SAB crafted the following Vision Statement as the foundation of the Woodward 5 Sustainability Partnership: 

VISION: Empowering our communities to collaborate to make the Woodward 5 an 
interconnected, sustainable, diverse place to live, work, play, and learn.  

 

PUBLIC INPUT 
 
The public was engaged at several points during the planning process. The first public meeting was held in 

March 2012 to solicit input from the public regarding the desired Outcomes for the process. More than 40 people 

attended this meeting. The attendees shared ideas for Outcomes and Indicators. These ideas were then classified, 

collated, and prioritized for use in the planning process.  

 

A round of public input was completed through a web-based survey regarding proposed Actions that the 

community could undertake, outside of local government, to improve the sustainability of their community. More 
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than 70 members of the public provided focused input on proposed Actions. This information was further refined 

and prioritized through the SSC and SAB members. 

 

In October 2012, a second public meeting was held to identify existing collaboration and community resources, to 

effectively flesh-out possible Strategies and Actions for the Woodward 5 communities. The meeting was organized 

as a facilitated workshop, with a table for each of the three Focus Areas. More than 30 people attended 

this meeting.  
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FOCUS AREAS & OUTCOMES 
 
The Outcomes, based around the three Focus Areas, were identified and defined through an iterative process. The 

three Focus Areas are: 

● Community 

● Economy 

● Environment 

First, the SSC and SAB worked together to identify the topics of major importance to the communities. A Rapid 

Community Sustainability Assessment (RCSA) process was used in this effort to gauge the Outcome priorities of the 

SAB members. For instance, a prescribed list of generic outcomes was preloaded into the assessment tool (e.g.. 

asking the SAB member whether they agree with the following statement: “My community is economically 

prosperous.”) The RCSA process is a useful tool for evaluating and measuring perceptions of strengths and 

weaknesses of the participants. 

 

The Outcomes were further refined through additional SAB and public input. Outcomes within each Focus Area are 

defined and described below. Note that the priority for each Outcome, regardless of Focus Area, as determined by 

the SAB and public input, are listed in the left-hand column of Table 3. 

Table 3 - Outcomes 

Priority Focus Area Outcome Outcome Definition 
Outcome 

Abbreviated Name 

4 Community Diverse Community 
Ethnic, religious, age, and cultural diversity of 
residents and business owners is welcomed, 
celebrated, and protected.  

Diverse Community 

8 Community 
Physically Healthy 
Community 

Communities feature many diverse health 
care opportunities and facilities to enable 
residents to actively strive to improve their 
health.  

Healthy Community 

9 Community 
Well-Educated 
Community 

Residents rank above average in educational 
achievement. Educational institutions in the 
communities are highly-rated and provide a 
diverse range of offerings.  

Well-Educated 

10 Community 
Civically and Socially 
Active and Engaged 

Businesses and residents are actively involved 
in civic life through service, school 
organizations, and political participation.  

Civic & Social 
Engagement 

12 Community 

Strong Engagement 
with Science, Arts, 
Historical & Cultural 
Programs and 
Institutions 

Multiple opportunities exist within the 
community to participate in cultural and 
education opportunities through partnerships 
with relevant institutions. (DIA, Zoo, historical 
societies, schools, theatres) 

Arts & Cultural 
Engagement 
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Table 3 - Outcomes 

Priority Focus Area Outcome Outcome Definition 
Outcome 

Abbreviated Name 

1 Economic 
Efficient, High Quality 
Services and 
Infrastructure 

City services are high quality and 
transparently and efficiently delivered. 
Infrastructure is maintained in good condition 
through on-time and on budget 
improvements. 

Efficient Services & 
Infrastructure 

3 Economic Fiscal Sustainability 

Local government maintains a balanced 
budget, defined as: funded liabilities; stable, 
growing, and diverse tax base; competitive 
tax rates; and accurate forecasting.  

Fiscal Sustainability 

11 Economic 
Economic 
Development Friendly 

Local business activity is encouraged through 
consistent and straightforward regulatory and 
procedural requirements and applications are 
processed in a timely manner.  

Economic 
Development Friendly 

14 Economic Economic Prosperity 
Businesses and residents are financially 
stable, resulting in low vacancy rates.  

Economic Prosperity 

15 Economic Economic Diversity 
Businesses and residents represent a diversity 
of sectors, income levels, and life stages.  

Economic Diversity 

2 Environment 
Access to Sustainable 
Transportation 
Options 

People can travel easily throughout the city 
and region without a car through non-
motorized transportation (biking, walking) 
and efficient, timely public transportation.  

Sustainable 
Transportation 

5 Environment 

Strong Green 
Infrastructure, Natural 
Resource Networks 
and Outdoor 
Recreational Assets 

The community has numerous, connected 
green spaces and parks that provide both 
recreational opportunities and ecological 
services.  

Green Infrastructure 

6 Environment 
Conserves Energy, is 
Energy Efficient and 
Uses Alternative Fuels 

Governments, businesses, and residents 
lower their fossil fuel use. 

Energy Efficiency 

7 Environment 
Excellent Air and 
Water Quality 

Air and water quality meets high national 
standards.  

Quality Air & Water  

13 Environment 
Conserves Waste 
Resources 

Community members practice recycling, 
reuse, and composting, and proper disposal 
of hazardous waste The community provides 
training and incentives for recycling. 

Waste 
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SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS 
 

WHAT ARE SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS? 
 
The purpose of Indicators is to provide a baseline and track the performance of a community’s sustainability over 

time relative to desired Outcomes. The Indicators give clear and transparent measures of progress on issues 

important to community stakeholders and provide a guide and basis for action.  

 

What Makes a Good Local Community Sustainability Indicator? 
 
Quality local Community Sustainability Indicators include the following characteristics: 

Relevant to Outcomes 

The Indicator is relevant to the identified Outcomes.  

 

Measures Outcomes, Not Actions 

Indicators should reflect the Outcomes a community desires to achieve. Ideally, it measures the results of 

Actions, not the Actions themselves.  

 

Within Sphere of Local Government or Community Influence  

The Indicator measures something that can be influenced by a local government or the community.  

 

Example 

Indicator:  Air Quality Metrics  

Local governments and communities have limited abilities to control, influence or regulate 

air pollutant emissions. Care should be taken in selecting Indicators outside the local sphere 

of influence. 

Example 

Outcome:  Public Service Efficiency 

If a community desires efficient public services, the preferred indicator would measure public 

service efficiency. Such a metric could be Employees per Capita or Operating Cost per Capita, as 

opposed to Number of Shared Services between Communities or Number of Privatized Services.  

Example 

Indicator:  Household Recycling  

If stakeholders set forth a goal to minimize waste generation rates, a measure of household 

recycling is directly relevant to this goal. 
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Relevant at a Local Scale 

Indicators should be relevant at the community scale. Some Indicators which may have meaning at a national, 

state or regional scale may not be appropriate at a local, granular scale.  

 

Clear and Consistent 

The Indicator should be unambiguous and have the same meaning across a variety of communities.  

 

Responsive  

The Indicator should be responsive to changes made through actions taken by the stakeholders and able to 

measure progress toward established Targets.  

 

Based on Available Data 

The data selected to benchmark and track the Indicator is readily available (does not require a complicated 

survey or other methodology to collect) and is provided periodically by a reputable source using clear and 

consistent methodologies. If an Indicator is not publicly available, but the local community tracks it, the 

methodology for tracking should be clearly defined. 

 

Example 

Indicator: MEAP Scores  

Scores are provided by the Michigan Department of Education (MDE), are posted on the MDE 

website, and are available for download by the public. 

Example 

Indicator: Tree Canopy Coverage  

Will the measurement of tree canopy coverage using existing methodology change because 

of tree planting programs? 

Example 

Indicator: Miles of Recreational Pathways per 1,000 residents 

The definition for recreational pathways must be clearly defined consistently across multiple 

communities. For example, do the communities include sidewalks and safety paths in the 

definition? What about off-road vehicle paths? 

Example 

Indicator: Economic Diversity  

Measures of economic diversity, such as business sector diversity, make sense at a regional 

scale but might not be reasonably applied at the local scale. 
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Clearly Articulated 

The Indicator clearly articulates what it measures, with clearly defined units and measurement frequencies. 

 

WOODWARD 5 SUSTAINABILITY INDICATORS 
 
48 separate quantitative Indicators, some with Sub-Indicators, were selected by the stakeholders to measure and 

track progress toward the 15 Outcomes in the 3 Focus Areas. A summary of the selected Indicators, including what 

they measure and why they are relevant, is presented in Table 4. The relationship between Indicators and 

Outcomes is included in this same table. For a more thorough exploration of the Indicators, including: who reports 

the data; how often data is reported; calculation methodology; and web links or sources of the data, please refer 

to Appendix 2. Baseline values for each community are presented in each City’s respective section of this report.  

 

There are Indicators selected by the stakeholders for which there was no readily available support data. For 

instance, the stakeholders selected to measure the greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions (indexed per capita) for its 

residents. In order to calculate the value for this Indicator, it is necessary to capture, among other data, natural gas 

and electricity consumption by residential properties. Consumers Energy and DTE Energy are the gas and electricity 

providers, respectively, for these communities. The SSC was successful in obtaining the data from Consumers 

Energy; however, repeated attempts to gather this data from DTE Energy went unanswered by its 

senior management. 

 

The stakeholders also selected Indicators for which they wanted to measure – meaning that they will develop a 

methodology and protocol for which to track the data in the near future. For some communities, these Indicators 

include Leasing Rates, Vacancy Rates, and Public and Private Health Insurance Coverage Rates. 

 

Example 

Indicator: Annual Municipal Building Energy Consumption (in kilowatt hours) per square foot. 

An indicator related to municipal energy consumption precisely measures total energy 

consumption, measured in kilowatt hours, in municipal-owned/operated buildings per square 

foot on an annual basis. 
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As noted in Table 4, there are selected Indicators which are shared between more than one Outcome, 

demonstrating the interconnectivity of the Focus Areas. 

Table 4 - Woodward 5 Indicators 

No. Indicator Units What it measures Why it is relevant 

COMMUNITY 

Strong Engagement with Science, Arts, Historical & Cultural Programs and Institutions  

1 

Community Events 

Number of Events 
Total Number of 

Events 

Number of a defined group of 
community-sponsored events, 
excluding the Woodward Dream 
Cruise. Arts, Beats, and Eats is 
tracked separately for the City of 
Royal Oak 

Events draw residents and visitors 
to the local community, 
showcasing local businesses and 
community character 

Attendance at 
Events 

Total Attendance 

Attendance at a defined group of 
community-sponsored events, 
excluding the Woodward Dream 
Cruise. Arts, Beats, and Eats is 
tracked separately for the City of 
Royal Oak 

Events draw residents and visitors 
to the local community, 
showcasing local businesses and 
community character 

Resident 
Volunteers 

% of Volunteers who 
are Residents 

Percentage of volunteers for selected 
community-sponsored events that 
are residents of the local community 

Volunteerism is a measurement of 
the degree to which residents 
engage in the community 

2 
Arts & Culture 
Program Spending 

% Public Funds 

Percentage of local community's 
General Fund Budget that is spent on 
arts and cultural programs in the 
local community 

  

Civically and Socially Active and Engaged  

1 

Community Events  

Resident 
Volunteers 

% of Volunteers who 
are Residents 

Percentage of volunteers for selected 
community-sponsored events that 
are resident of local community 

Volunteerism is a measurement of 
the degree to which residents 
engage in the community 

Well-Educated 

3 
Residents with 
Bachelors Degree or 
Higher Degree 

% Population 
The percentage of adult residents 
with a Bachelor’s degree  

An educated residential 
population lends to increased 
average incomes, higher value 
homes and an increased tax base 

Physically Healthy Community 

7 Walkability 

% Residential Parcels 

Within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

Residential parcels, including private 
family and multi-family, located 

within ¼ mile of a significant 
commercial or office parcel, 
measured along the road network 

Access to commercial or office 
centers by walking or biking 
contributes to a healthy lifestyle 
and a vibrant community 

8 

Health Insurance Coverage 

Public % Residents Insured     

Private % Residents Insured     
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Table 4 - Woodward 5 Indicators 

No. Indicator Units What it measures Why it is relevant 

9 
Recreational 
Pathways 

Miles of trail per 
Square Mile 

The miles of recreational trails, 
non-motorized pathways, and bike 
lanes per square mile 

Recreational pathways provide 
safe opportunities for exercise in a 
natural area, and they are an 
alternative to protected natural 
areas, which can be negatively 
impacted by recreational activities 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop 

Percent of residential parcels and 
businesses located within ¼ mile of a 
SMART bus stop, measured along the 
road network 

Resident access to public 
transportation is a key component 
of a motorized infrastructure 
system 

Diverse Community  

11 Affordability 

% Income used for 
Housing (ownership) 

based on Regional 
Median Income 

The average percent of regional 
median income compared to the 
average home value in the 
community (based on current 
mortgages) 

Affordable home ownership is key 
to a thriving community 

12 
Racial Diversity 
Index  

0-100 

The probability that two randomly 
selected people within a community 
will be of a different race. Used the 
following races/ethnicities: White, 
Black, American Indian, Asian, 
Hispanic/Latino. Measures the racial 
diversity of a community. 100 is a 
totally diverse community, 0 is a 
community of only one race 

Diverse communities help people 
relate to and know people of 
different cultures thereby 
increasing understanding, reducing 
conflicts, and improving 
neighborliness.  

13 
Same-Sex 
Households 

% Households 
The percentage of households that 
are occupied by same-sex couples 

Indicates that the community is 
open, tolerant, and welcoming to 
alternative lifestyles 

ECONOMY  

Economic Development Friendly 

14 

Site Plan Reviews 

Residential 
Site Plan Reviews 

Days 
Average days to complete a site plan 
review for a residential project 

Demonstrates that the local 
community is welcoming to 
residential development and 
renovation and provides adequate 
guidance for homeowners  

Commercial 
Site Plan Reviews 

Days 
Average days to complete a site plan 
review for Commercial project 

Demonstrates that the local 
community is business-friendly 
and provides adequate guidance 
for developers 

15 New Businesses Net 
Number of new businesses 
established in the local community 

Indicates that the community is 
attractive to businesses and 
provides a source of new tax 
revenues 

16 New Jobs Net 
Number of new jobs established in 
the local community 

Provides opportunities for 
residents to live near work and 
indicates a healthy business sector 

17 Business Investment U.S. Dollars (USD) 
Value of investment in businesses in 
the local community  

Indicates that the community is 
attractive to businesses  
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Table 4 - Woodward 5 Indicators 

No. Indicator Units What it measures Why it is relevant 

Economic Diversity 

18 Young Professionals 
% Population Age 24-

35 with Bachelor's 
Degree 

Percent of residents aged 24-35 who 
have earned a Bachelor’s degree 

A young educated citizenry 
provides a foundation for moving 
the community into the future 

19 

Management, 
Business, Science, 
and Arts 
Occupations  

% Workforce 
Employed in 

Management, 
Business, Science, and 

Arts Occupations 

The percent of resident workforce 
employed in selected professions 
based on North American Industry 
Classification System (NAICS) codes 

Measures employment in 
emerging, new economy fields 

21 

Commercial, Office, 
and Industrial 
Parcels within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network 

Percent of commercial, office and 
industrial parcels located within 
¼ mile of a SMART bus stop 

Public transportation access to 
jobs and shopping is a key 
component of a motorized 
infrastructure system 

Economic Prosperity 

22 
Commercial & 
Industrial Leasing 
Rates 

USD per Square Foot 
The price per square foot for office, 
retail, and industrial properties, 
averaged over a year 

Robust commercial and industrial 
leasing rates are indicative of 
quality stock and a healthy 
economy 

23 
Commercial & 
Industrial Vacancy 
Rates 

% of Total Available 
The percentage of office, retail, and 
industrial property reported as 
vacant, averaged over a year 

Vacant properties negatively 
impact surrounding businesses 
and are an attractive nuisance for 
vandalism 

24 Resident Income per Household Average median household income 

High median incomes provide local 
residents with the ability to 
support local businesses and 
invest in residential properties  

25 Income Disparity GINI Index 

GINI Index is a measure of income 
inequality ranging between 0 and 1. 
Zero (0) would indicate a society 
where everyone earned the same 
income and 1 would indicate a 
society where one person earned all 
the available income and everyone 
else had nothing. The GINI Index is a 
measure of statistical dispersion 
developed by the Italian statistician 
and sociologist Corrado Gini 

Societies with great inequalities in 
income frequently display brutal 
violent poverty contrasted with 
opulent wealth. Higher levels of 
crime and a police state are often 
correlates. Upward mobility is 
frequently much more difficult in 
highly unequal societies 

Fiscal Sustainability 

26 
General Fund 
Balance 

% Fund Balance vs. 
General Fund 
Expenditures 

General fund balance as a percentage 
of the general fund expenses, with 
transfers 

Measures how well the local 
community manages its finances 

27 
Municipal Bond 
Rating  

Risk assigned to the bonds (or debt) 
sold by a unit of local government 

Higher bond ratings mean the 
bonds are more attractive to 
investors. Bond Ratings are scored 
on a scale of AAA (high) to BBB- 
(low) 
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Table 4 - Woodward 5 Indicators 

No. Indicator Units What it measures Why it is relevant 

28 Tax Base Diversity % of Total 

The percent of the community’s total 
assessed value contributed by 
commercial, residential, industrial, 
and other parcels. A Parcel Diversity 
Index (PDI) has been determined for 
each community. A PDI of 100 would 
indicate high diversity; a low value 
indicates majority of parcels are 
zoned/used the same. 

A diverse tax base reduces the tax 
burden on residents, which require 
the greatest amount of City 
services 

29 Public Debt  
Debt as a % of 

Indebtedness Cap 

The City’s debt as a percent of the 
statutory indebtedness cap, which is 
10% of the State Equalized Value 
(SEV) based on audited financial 
statements 

Measures how well the City 
manages its finances and capital 
spending 

Services & Infrastructure 

30 Condition of Roads 
% Mile Lanes in 
Poor Condition 

Percent of the roads with poor 
pavement conditions per total road 
miles in the local community 

Well-maintained roads promote 
safe travel conditions and 
improved commerce. In addition, 
capital spending can be better 
controlled because a well-
maintained infrastructure has a 
lower incident of crisis spending 

31 
Cost of Public 
Services 

USD per Household     

32 
Resident 
Satisfaction 

% Residents 
Responding to Survey 

    

33 Water Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile 

The number of incidents of 
failure/breaks per mile of water 
distribution lines owned/operated by 
the local community 

A well-maintained water system 
provides reliable service and 
supports residents and commerce. 
In addition, capital spending can 
be better controlled because a 
well-maintained infrastructure has 
a lower incident of crisis spending 

34 Sewer Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile 

The number of incidents of 
failure/breaks per mile of sewer lines 
owned/operated by the local 
community 

A well-maintained sewer system 
provides reliable service and 
supports residents and commerce. 
In addition, capital spending can 
be better controlled because a 
well-maintained infrastructure has 
a lower incident of crisis spending 

ENVIRONMENT 

Air & Water Quality 

35 
Residential Water 
Consumption 

GPD per 
1,000 Residents 

Residential water consumption, 
reported as gallons per day per 
1,000 residents 

High costs and energy 
consumption are associated with 
the production, treatment, and 
distribution of potable water 

37 
Residential 
Wastewater 
Generation 

GPD per 
1,000 Residents 

Wastewater produced by residential 
customers, reported as gallons per 
day per 1,000 residents 

High costs and energy 
consumption are associated with 
the collection and treatment of 
wastewater 
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Table 4 - Woodward 5 Indicators 

No. Indicator Units What it measures Why it is relevant 

38 GHG emissions kg CO2e per Resident 
The GHG emissions from residential 
energy consumption 

  

Energy 

39 
Municipal Energy 
Use Index 

kBTU per Square Foot 
Per Year 

The consumption of energy, including 
electricity, natural gas, and other 
fuels, for municipal buildings and 
built infrastructure 

The return on investment achieved 
through energy conservation 
efforts will enhance fiscal 
sustainability by allowing 
municipal service provision for less 
money, while achieving 
environmental sustainability goals 

40 
Renewable Energy 
Generation in 
Community 

% Residential 
Electrical Energy 

Demand 

The kilowatt hours of wind and solar 
energy developed in a community 
and connected to the grid through a 
net-metering agreement 

Renewable energy such as wind 
and solar help to reduce 
dependence on fossil fuels 

41 
LEED® & Energy Star 
Certified Buildings 

Number of Buildings  
per 1,000 

Non Residential 
Parcels 

The number of buildings in the 
communities that are certified in the 
USGBC’s LEED or Energy Star 
programs and publicly disclose that 
participation, reported per 1,000 
non-residential parcels 

The commercial building sector is 
the largest consumer of electricity 
in the United States. Energy 
efficient buildings contribute to 
sustainability of a community by 
decreasing the use of natural 
resources 

42 
Household Energy 
Use 

Residential Electricity  
and Natural Gas Usage 

The electricity (in MWh) and natural 
gas (in Mcf) consumed by residential 
customers per 1,000 residents 

The residential home sector has 
the second largest energy 
consumption across the United 
States 

Green Infrastructure 

43 

Residential Parcels 
within ¼ Mile of 
Public Recreation 
Land 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network 

The percentage of residential parcels, 
including single family and multi-
family, located within a ¼ mile of a 
public recreation land, measured 
along the road network 

Access to green space and 
recreational areas by walking or 
biking contributes to healthy 
lifestyles, increase property values, 
and provides the community 
opportunities for social interaction 

44 Active Parkland 
Acres per 

1,000 Residents 

Acres of active parkland open to and 
available for use by the public, per 
1,000 residents 

Parks provide opportunities for 
exercise, recreation, and social 
connectivity 

45 
Public Recreation 
Funding 

USD per Resident 

Spending on public recreation 
projects and activities, including 
parks, community events, etc, 
reported in USD per resident 

Green space and recreational 
areas contribute to healthy 
lifestyles, increase property values, 
and provides the community 
opportunities for social interaction 

46 
Tree Canopy 
Coverage 

% Area 
The percentage of land in the 
community covered by tree canopy 

Trees help to improve air quality 
and provide shade, which 
ultimately reduces energy demand 
by reducing the urban heat island 
effect 

Transportation 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

Residential parcels, including private 
family and multi-family, located 
within ¼ mile of a significant 
commercial or office parcel, 
measured along the road network 

Access to commercial or office 
centers by walking or biking 
contributes to a healthy lifestyle 
and a vibrant community 
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Table 4 - Woodward 5 Indicators 

No. Indicator Units What it measures Why it is relevant 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop 

Percent of residential parcels and 
businesses located within ¼ mile of a 
SMART bus stop, measured along the 
road network 

Resident access to public 
transportation is a key component 
of a motorized infrastructure 
system 

9 
Recreational 
Pathways 

Miles of Trail per 
Square Mile 

The miles of recreational trails, 
non-motorized pathways, and bike 
lanes per square mile 

Recreational pathways provide 
safe opportunities for exercise in a 
natural area, and they are an 
alternative to protected natural 
areas, which can be negatively 
impacted by recreational activities 

47 
People Biking or 
Walking to Work  

% Population 
The percent of employed residents 
that report walking or biking to work 

Walking or biking to work indicates 
that people choose to live close to 
employment opportunities, or are 
able to walk or bike to work in the 
community. Walking and biking 
contributes to a healthy lifestyle 
and community 

Waste 

48 

Recycling 

Residential 
Recycling Rates 

% Households 
The percentage of households that 
participate in waste recycling 
programs 

Recycling programs reduce waste 
in landfills and reduce the negative 
impact of the waste. Additionally, 
recycling helps to reduce energy 
and the impact on natural 
resources 

Business 
Recycling Rates 

% Businesses 
The percentage of businesses that 
participate in waste recycling 
programs 

Recycling programs reduce waste 
in landfills and reduce the negative 
impact of the waste. Additionally, 
recycling helps to reduce energy 
and the impact on natural 
resources 

Residential 
Recycling Ratio 

Ratio of Pounds of 
Waste Recycled per 

Household to Pounds 
Sent to Landfill 

The ratio of waste recycled in 
relationship to that disposed of in 
landfills by community residents and 
businesses 

Recycling programs reduce waste 
in landfills and the negative impact 
of the waste. Additionally, 
recycling helps to reduce energy 
and the impact on natural 
resources 
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BASELINES AND TARGETS 
 

 
 

A baseline is a starting point; an initial condition; merely a measurement at a point in time. It is, however, 

important to know the place from which to start the journey toward a more sustainable community. The 

Woodward 5 baseline values were determined using the methodologies and sources described in Appendix 2. 

Not all Indicators are reported for each City, based on the individual community’s preference and data availability. 

 

Staff from each City met to determine Targets for each of the selected Indicators. Depending on the existing 

baseline conditions and individual characteristics, each City set a Target for increasing, decreasing, stabilizing, or 

tracking each Indicator.  

 
To help provide context for each City’s baseline values, a Location Quotient (LQ) was determined for the individual 

baseline value where data was available. The LQ technique is based upon a calculated ratio between the local 

condition and the condition of some reference geographic location, using either the State of Michigan value or the 

entire United States value, whichever was more appropriate.  

 

Standards, Best Practices, or Geographic Benchmarks are also included, where available, applicable and 

appropriate, and are provided by a variety of organizations, such as the Southeast Michigan Council of 

Governments (SEMCOG) Municipal Benchmarks, which benchmarks the best performing municipalities as part of 

its services to member communities. Also included is whether the baseline value is better, the same, or worse. The 

sources for each are identified in the Endnotes.  

  

If you don't know where you are going, any road will get you there.  
 Lewis Carroll 
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CITY OF BERKLEY 
 
For more than 10 years, the City of Berkley has allowed mixed-use development in its downtown as well as along 

the Woodward Corridor. The City’s Master Plan, adopted in 2007, continues to embrace mixed‐use and a walkable 

City. In 2010, the City of Berkley adopted a wind energy ordinance permitting and regulating windmills in all zoning 

districts of the City. Also in 2010, the City received a grant from SMART to install bicycle racks throughout the City. 

In 2011, the City received a grant from the Department of Energy. This grant enabled the City to install occupancy 

sensors and photocells at the City Hall and Library; install insulation in City Hall; and, in concert with the 

Southeastern Oakland County Resource Recovery Authority (SOCRRA), establish a pilot commercial recycling 

program. Last year, the City Council passed a Complete Streets Resolution and the Planning Commission has been 

working on a Master Plan Update specifically focusing on multi‐modal transportation improvements. The City’s 

Environmental Board and Tree Board work to further promote issues relating to the environment 

and sustainability. 

Community 

The Berkley community enjoys a high walkability value, with 93% of its residences located within one half mile of a 

commercial property. There are two major commercial strips in the “downtown”, providing easy access to 

shopping, dining, work, spiritual worship, and entertainment for its residents.  

Table 5 - City of Berkley Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Berkley 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Community 

Strong Engagement with Science, Arts, Historical & Cultural Programs and Institutions 

1 

Community Events 

Number of Events Total Number of Events 2011-12 31 
   

↑ 

Attendance at Events Total Attendance 2011-12 6,770 
   

↑ 

Resident Volunteers 
% of Volunteers who 

are Residents 
2011-12 5% 

   
↑ 

2 
Arts & Culture Program 
Spending 

% Public Funds 2011-12 8% 
   

↔ 

Civically and Socially Active and Engaged 

1 

Community Events 

Resident Volunteers 
% of Volunteers who 

are Residents 
2011-12 5% 

   
↑ 

Well-Educated 

3 
Residents with Bachelors 
Degree or Higher Degree 

% Population 2010 42% LQ 1.6
i
 Better ↑ 

Physically Healthy Community 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2012 93% 
   

↑ 

8 Health Insurance Coverage 
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Table 5 - City of Berkley Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Berkley 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

  Public % Residents Insured 
 

NA 
    

  Private % Residents Insured 
 

NA 
    

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 0.9 

   
↑ 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop 

2012 48% 
   

↑ 

Diverse Community 

11 Affordability 

% Income used for 
Housing (ownership) 

based on Regional 
Median Income 

2010 33% LQ 0.9
ii
 Better ↓ 

12 Racial Diversity Index  0-100 2010 17.05 LQ 0.2
iii
 Worse ↑ 

13 Same-Sex Households % Households 2010 0.28% LQ 0.5
iv

 Worse ↔ 

 

Economic 

Median income for Berkley residents is nearly 30% higher than that of the United States. The City provides strong 

support to its business community by offering relatively speedy and thorough site plan reviews for both residential 

and commercial projects. Low vacancy rates across all property types provide a stable tax base for its operations. 

Table 6 - City of Berkley Economic Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Berkley 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Economy 

Economic Development Friendly 

14 

Site Plan Reviews 

Residential Site Plan 
Reviews 

Days 2011-12 14       ↓ 

Commercial Site Plan 
Reviews 

Days 2011-12 30       ↓ 

15 New Businesses Net 2011-12 23       ↑ 

16 New Jobs Net   NA       ↑ 

17 Business Investment USD 2011  $ 1,889,700        ↑ 

Economic Diversity 

18 Young Professionals 
% Population 

Age 24-35 with 
Bachelor's Degree 

2010 70% LQ 2.2
v
 Better ↑ 

19 
Management, Business, 
Science, and Arts 
Occupations  

% Workforce Employed 
in Management, 

Business, Science, and 
Arts Occupations 

2010 48% LQ 1.4
vi

 Better ↑ 

21 
Commercial, Office, and 
Industrial Parcels within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network 

2012 89%       ↑ 
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Table 6 - City of Berkley Economic Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Berkley 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Economic Prosperity 

22 

Commercial & Industrial Leasing Rates 

Commercial USD per Square Foot    NA          

Industrial USD per Square Foot    NA          

Office USD per Square Foot    NA          

23 

Commercial & Industrial Vacancy Rates 

Commercial % of Total Available   NA         

Industrial % of Total Available   NA         

Office % of Total Available   NA         

24 Resident Income Per Household 2010  $ 65,548  LQ 1.3
vii

 Better ↑ 

25 Income Disparity GINI Index 2010 0.37 LQ 0.8
viii

 Better ↓ 

Fiscal Sustainability 

26 General Fund Balance 
% Fund Balance vs. 

General Fund 
Expenditures  

  35%       ↑ 

27 Municipal Bond Rating   2011-12 AA        ↑ 

28 

Tax Base Diversity 0-100 2012 21       ↑ 

Residential  % of Total 2012 88%         

Residential Vacant  % of Total 2012 1%         

Commercial/Office  % of Total 2012 10%         

Commercial/Office 
Vacant  

% of Total 2012 0%         

Industrial  % of Total 2012 1%         

Industrial Vacant  % of Total 2012           

Other  % of Total 2012 0%         

29 Public Debt  
Debt as a % of 

Indebtedness Cap 
  22%       ↓ 

Services & Infrastructure 

30 Condition of Roads 
% Mile Lanes in 
Poor Condition 

2011 5% LQ 0.2
ix
 Better ↓ 

31 Cost of Public Services USD per Household 2011-12  $ 2,648.26        ↓ 

32 Resident Satisfaction 
% Residents 

Responding to Survey 
  NA         

33 Water Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile 2011-12 0.28       ↓ 

34 Sewer Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile 2011-12 0       ↔ 
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Environmental 

The City is proud to be awarded as a “Tree City USA”, being recognized for the past 10 years. The tree 

canopy covers approximately 30% of the City. Nearly half of the City has access to public transit services within one 

half mile of their home. 

Table 7 - City of Berkley Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Berkley 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Environment 

Air & Water Quality 

35 
Residential Water 
Consumption 

GPD per 
1,000 Residents 

2010 80,000       ↓ 

37 
Residential Wastewater 
Generation 

GPD per 
1,000 Residents 

2010 80,000       ↓ 

38 GHG emissions kg CO2e per Resident    Pending         

Energy 

39 
Municipal Energy Use 
Index 

kBTU per Square Foot 
Per Year 

  Pending       ↓ 

40 
Renewable Energy 
Generation in Community 

% Residential Electrical 
Energy Demand 

2010         ↓ 

41 
LEED & Energy Star 
Certified Buildings 

Number of Buildings 
per 1,000 

Non-Residential Parcels 
2011 1.48       ↑ 

42 

Household Energy Use 

Electricity kWh per resident           ↓ 

Natural Gas CCF per resident 2010 3.78       ↓ 

Green Infrastructure 

43 
Residential Parcels within 
¼ Mile of Public 
Recreation Land 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2012 59%       ↔ 

44 Active Parkland 
Acres per 

1,000 Residents 
2012 5.23       ↔ 

45 Public Recreation Funding USD per Resident 2011-12  $ 78.65        ↔ 

46 Tree Canopy Coverage % Area 2008 27%       ↑ 

Transportation 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2012 93%       ↑ 

10 Transit Access 
% Units Measured 

Along Road Network  
2012 48%       ↑ 

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 0.89       ↑ 

47 
People Biking or Walking 
to Work  

% Population 2010 3% LQ 0.9
x
 Par ↑ 
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Table 7 - City of Berkley Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Berkley 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Waste 

48 

Recycling 

Residential 
Recycling Rates 

% Households   NA       ↑ 

Business 
Recycling Rates 

% Businesses 2011-12 NA       ↑ 

Residential 
Recycling Ratio 

Ratio of Pounds of 
Waste Recycled per 

Household to Pounds 
Sent to Landfill 

2011-12 0.2 B 0.4
xi
 Worse ↑ 
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CITY OF FERNDALE 
 
For many years the City of Ferndale has focused on and prioritized their goals in the area of sustainability. The 

Ferndale Public Library was recently renovated and is one of the first libraries to be LEED® certified. The City 

recently accepted a grant from DTE Energy to host an electric car charging station in their Downtown. Ferndale has 

recently adopted the Complete Streets Resolution and is currently preparing for a non-motorized plan. The City is 

currently a partner with the Michigan Suburbs Alliance Energy Office and is participating in study that will assist in 

energy savings within City facilities. In 2007, City Council created the Environmental Sustainability Commission, an 

advisory commission charged with providing policy recommendations to the City Council on environmental issues, 

including, but not limited to, solid waste and recycling, alternative energy and energy reduction, carbon output, 

pollution and water quality. The City Council also adopted an internal policy prohibiting the purchase of bottled 

water. The City remains committed to sustainability and looks forward to future efforts that will help support 

this goal. 

Community 

Ferndale residents spend, on average, 15% less on housing than the median United States household.  

Table 8 - City of Ferndale Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Ferndale 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Community  

Strong Engagement with Science, Arts, Historical & Cultural Programs and Institutions 

1 

Community Events 

Number of Events Total Number of Events 2012 16       ↑ 

Attendance at Events Total Attendance 2012 45,765       ↑ 

Resident Volunteers 
% of Volunteers who 

are Residents 
2011 0.23%       ↑ 

2 
Arts & Culture Program 
Spending 

% Public Funds 2011 10%       ↔ 

Civically and Socially Active and Engaged 

1 

Community Events 

Resident Volunteers 
% of Volunteers who 

are Residents 
2011 0.23%       ↑ 

Well-Educated 

3 
Residents with Bachelors 
Degree or Higher Degree 

% Population 2010 33% LQ 1.3
xii

 Better ↑ 

Physically Healthy Community 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2012 90%       ↑ 

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 7.3       ↑ 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop  

2012 28%       ↑ 



 

 
6/4/2013  25 
Z:\2011\110031B\WORK\REPT\W5_SUSTAINABILITY_2013_0604_FNL.DOCX 

Table 8 - City of Ferndale Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Ferndale 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Diverse Community 

11 Affordability 

% Income used for 
Housing (ownership) 

based on Regional 
Median Income 

2010 30% LQ 0.8
xiii

 Better ↓ 

 

Economic 

Ferndale maintains its public roads in good repair, with only 11% considered in poor condition. This value is well 

below the SEMCOG area average of 30%. 

Table 9 - City of Ferndale Economy Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Ferndale 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Economy 

Economic Development Friendly 

14 

Site Plan Reviews 

Residential 
Site Plan Reviews 

Days 2011 14       ↓ 

Commercial 
Site Plan Reviews 

Days 2011 NA       ↓ 

15 New Businesses Net 2011 75       ↑ 

16 New Jobs Net 2011 200       ↑ 

17 Business Investment USD 2011  $ 3,000,000        ↑ 

Economic Diversity 

18 Young Professionals 
% Population 

Age 24-35 with 
Bachelor's Degree 

2010 52% LQ 1.7
xiv

 Better ↑ 

19 
Management, Business, 
Science, and Arts 
Occupations  

% Workforce Employed 
in Management, 

Business, Science, and 
Arts Occupations 

2010 43% LQ 1.2
xv

 Better ↑ 

21 
Commercial, Office, and 
Industrial Parcels within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2012 55%       ↑ 

Economic Prosperity 

22 

Commercial & Industrial Leasing Rates 

Commercial USD per Square Foot 2011  $ 15.00        ↑ 

Industrial USD per Square Foot 2011  $2 - 8        ↑ 

Office USD per Square Foot 2011  $10 - 15        ↑ 

23 Commercial & Industrial Vacancy Rates 

  Commercial % of Total Available 2011 10%       ↓ 

  Industrial % of Total Available 2011 8%       ↓ 

  Office % of Total Available 2011 18%       ↓ 

24 Resident Income Per Household 2010  $50,273  LQ 1.0
xvi

 Par ↑ 

25 Income Disparity GINI Index 2010 0.40 LQ 0.8
xvii

 Better ↓ 
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Table 9 - City of Ferndale Economy Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Ferndale 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Fiscal Sustainability 

26 General Fund Balance 
% Fund Balance vs. 

General Fund 
Expenditures  

  25%       ↑ 

27 Municipal Bond Rating   2010 A+       ↑ 

28 Tax Base Diversity 0-100 2012 40       ↑ 

  Residential  % of Total 2012 75%         

  Residential Vacant  % of Total 2012 0%         

  Commercial/Office  % of Total 2012 14%         

  
Commercial/Office 
Vacant  

% of Total 2012 0%         

  Industrial  % of Total 2012 10%         

  Industrial Vacant  % of Total 2012 0%         

  Other  % of Total 2012 0%         

29 Public Debt  
Debt as a % of 

Indebtedness Cap 
2012  30%       ↓ 

Services & Infrastructure 

30 Condition of Roads 
% Mile Lanes in 
Poor Condition 

2011 11% LQ 0.4
xviii

 Better ↓ 

31 Cost of Public Services USD per Household 2010  $ 1,645.88        ↓ 

32 Resident Satisfaction 
Percent Residents 

Responding to Survey 
  NA         

33 Water Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile   NA       
 

34 Sewer Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile   NA       
 

 

Environmental 

More than 75% of Ferndale residents live within one half mile of public recreational land. Additionally, 48% of 

residents have easy access to public transit options. 

Table 10 - City of Ferndale Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Ferndale 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Environment 

Air & Water Quality 

35 
Residential Water 
Consumption 

GPD per 
1,000 Residents 

  NA       
 

38 GHG emissions kg CO2e per Resident             

Energy 

39 
Municipal Energy Use 
Index 

kBTU per Square Foot 
Per Year 

   NA       
 

40 
Renewable Energy 
Generation in Community 

% Residential Electrical 
Energy Demand 

2010 
 

      ↑ 

41 
LEED & Energy Star 
Certified Buildings 

Number of Buildings 
per 1,000 

Non-Residential Parcels 
2011 0.92       ↓ 
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Table 10 - City of Ferndale Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Ferndale 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S)  

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

42 

Household Energy Use 

Electricity kWh per resident           ↓ 

Natural Gas CCF per resident 2010 4.48       ↓ 

Green Infrastructure 

43 
Residential Parcels within 
¼ Mile of Public 
Recreation Land 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2012 76%       ↔ 

44 Active Parkland 
Acres per 

1,000 Residents 
2012 7.44       ↔ 

45 Public Recreation Funding USD per Resident 2011  $31.16        ↔ 

46 Tree Canopy Coverage % Area 2008 21%       ↑ 

Transportation 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2012 90%       ↑ 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop  

2012 48%       ↑ 

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 7.3       ↑ 

Waste 

48 

Recycling 

Residential 
Recycling Rates 

% Households 2011 9%       ↑ 

Business 
Recycling Rates 

% Businesses 2011 9%       ↑ 

Residential 
Recycling Ratio 

Ratio of Pounds of 
Waste Recycled per 

Household to Pounds 
Sent to Landfill 

2011-12 0.1 B 0.3
xix

 Worse ↑ 
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CITY OF HUNTINGTON WOODS 
 
The City of Huntington Woods Master Plan, adopted in 2008, has envisioned a series of mixed-used developments 

in the City, especially along the Woodward Corridor. Huntington Woods is a very walkable community with a 

significant amount of bicycle racks and bicycle oriented organizations. In 2011, the City undertook its first solar 

energy project with over 3,100 square feet of solar panels installed on the roof of the Recreation Center. Energy 

improvements have also included grants for new windows as well as the installation of numerous sensors and 

photocells in municipal buildings. The City of Huntington Woods also became the first community within the South 

Oakland County Resource Recovery Authority to establish single stream recycling and is a national leader in 

recycling. Huntington Woods is the City selected to represent Michigan in the RecycleBank National Competition. 

Community 

More than 70% of Huntington Woods residents have achieved a Bachelor’s degree. This is nearly three times the 

average of the United States. 

Table 11 - City of Huntington Woods Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Huntington 
Woods 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Community 

Strong Engagement with Science, Arts, Historical & Cultural Programs and Institutions 

1 

Community Events 

Number of Events Total Number of Events 2011 10       ↑ 

Attendance at Events Total Attendance 2011 13,000        ↑ 

Resident Volunteers 
% of Volunteers who 

are Residents 
2011 16%       ↑ 

2 
Arts & Culture Program 
Spending 

% Public Funds 2011 3.8%       ↔ 

Civically and Socially Active and Engaged 

1 
Community Events 

Resident Volunteers 
% of Volunteers who 

are Residents 
2011 16%       ↑ 

Well-Educated 

3 
Residents with Bachelors 
Degree or Higher Degree 

% Population 2010 71% LQ 2.8
xx

 Better ↑ 

Physically Healthy Community 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2012 47%       ↑ 

8 

Health Insurance Coverage 

Public % Residents Insured   NA       ↑ 

Private % Residents Insured   NA       ↑ 

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 7.2       ↑ 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop  

2012 42%       ↑ 
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Table 11 - City of Huntington Woods Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Huntington 
Woods 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Diverse Community 

11 Affordability 

% Income used for 
Housing (ownership) 

based on Regional 
Median Income 

2010 52% LQ 1.5
xxi

 Worse ↓ 

 

Economic 

100% of Huntington Woods commercial and retail properties are within one-quarter mile of public transit options. 

Its resident’s median income is twice that of the median income in the United States. 

Table 12 - City of Huntington Woods Economy Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Huntington 
Woods 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Economy 

Economic Development Friendly 

14 Site Plan Reviews 

  
Residential 
Site Plan Reviews 

Days 2011 45       ↓ 

  
Commercial 
Site Plan Reviews 

Days 2011 45       ↓ 

15 New Businesses Net   NA       ↑ 

16 New Jobs Net   NA       ↑ 

17 Business Investment USD   NA        ↑ 

Economic Diversity 

18 Young Professionals 
% Population 

Age 24-35 with 
Bachelor's Degree 

2010 88% LQ 2.8
xxii

 Better ↑ 

19 
Management, Business, 
Science, and Arts 
Occupations  

% Workforce Employed 
in Management, 

Business, Science, and 
Arts Occupations 

2010 77% LQ 2.2
xxiii

 Better ↑ 

21 
Commercial, Office, and 
Industrial Parcels within 
¼  Mile of a Bus Stop 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2012 100%       ↑ 

Economic Prosperity 

22 

Commercial & Industrial Leasing Rates 

Commercial USD per Square Foot    NA        ↑ 

Industrial USD per Square Foot    NA        ↑ 

Office USD per Square Foot    NA        ↑ 

23 

Commercial & Industrial Vacancy Rates 

Commercial % of Total Available 2011 0%         

Office % of Total Available 2011 5%       ↓ 

24 Resident Income Per Household 2010  $104,879  LQ 2.0
xxiv

 Better ↑ 

25 Income Disparity GINI Index 2010 0.40 LQ 0.9
xxv

 Better ↓ 
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Table 12 - City of Huntington Woods Economy Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Huntington 
Woods 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Fiscal Sustainability 

26 General Fund Balance 
% Fund Balance vs. 

General Fund 
Expenditures  

2011 0.34%       ↑ 

27 Municipal Bond Rating   2012 AA+       ↔ 

28 Tax Base Diversity 0-100 2012 4         

  Residential  % of Total 2012 98%         

  Residential Vacant  % of Total 2012 0.2%         

  Commercial/Office  % of Total 2012 2%         

  
Commercial/Office 
Vacant  

% of Total 2012 0%         

  Other  % of Total 2012 0.1%         

29 Public Debt  
Debt as a % of 

Indebtedness Cap 
2012 5.2%       ↓ 

Services & Infrastructure 

30 Condition of Roads 
% Mile Lanes in 
Poor Condition 

2011 20% LQ 0.7
xxvi

 Better ↓ 

31 Cost of Public Services USD per Household 2011  $1,469.36        ↓ 

32 Resident Satisfaction 
% Residents 

Responding to Survey 
  NA       ↔ 

33 Water Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile 2011 0.46       ↓ 

34 Sewer Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile 2011 0       ↔ 

 

Environmental 

Huntington Woods boasts a high number of acres of parkland at just over 22 acres per 1,000 residents, along with 

7.2 miles of recreational trail per square mile of the City. 

Table 13 -City of Huntington Woods Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Huntington 
Woods 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Environment 

Air & Water Quality 

35 
Residential Water 
Consumption 

GPD per 
1,000 Residents 

2012 11,392       ↔ 

37 
Residential Wastewater 
Generation 

GPD per 
1,000 Residents 

2012 11,392       ↔ 

38 GHG emissions kg CO2e per Resident             

Energy 

39 
Municipal Energy Use 
Index 

kBTU per Square Foot 
Per Year 

          ↓ 

40 
Renewable Energy 
Generation in Community 

% Residential Electrical 
Energy Demand 

2010         ↑ 

41 
LEED & Energy Star 
Certified Buildings 

Number of Buildings 
per 1,000 

Non-Residential Parcels 
2011         ↑ 
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Table 13 -City of Huntington Woods Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Huntington 
Woods 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

42 

Household Energy Use 

Electricity kWh per resident           ↓ 

Natural Gas CCF per resident 2010 4.86       ↓ 

Green Infrastructure 

43 
Residential Parcels within 
¼ Mile of Public 
Recreation Land 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2012 98%       ↔ 

44 Active Parkland 
Acres per 

1,000 Residents 
2012 22.11       ↔ 

45 Public Recreation Funding USD per Resident 2012  $ 299.75        ↔ 

46 Tree Canopy Coverage % Area 2008 30%       ↑ 

Transportation 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2012 47%       ↑ 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop  

2012 42%       ↑ 

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 7.2       ↑ 

47 
People Biking or Walking 
to Work  

% Population 2010 0.5% LQ 0.1
xxvii

 Worse ↑ 

Waste 

48 Recycling 

  
Residential 
Recycling Rates 

% Households 2011 31%       ↑ 

  
Business 
Recycling Rates 

% Businesses   NA         

  
Residential 
Recycling Ratio 

Ratio of Pounds of 
Waste Recycled per 

Household to Pounds 
Sent to Landfill 

2011-12 0.47 B 1.0 Par ↑ 
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CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE 
 
The City of Pleasant Ridge is committed to making the City a sustainable community for many years to come. The 

City is very interested in mass transit and making the Community a walkable destination. The City has added many 

new businesses during the last two years, including two very successful restaurants. In 2010, it received a grant 

from SMART to install bicycle racks throughout the City. Also, the City with help from a SOCRRA grant, established 

a commercial recycling program. The City continues to update its infrastructure with annual street reconstruction 

projects. In keeping with its Master Plan, the City added a 12 unit condominium complex on Woodward Avenue 

and received Brownfield credits to help move that project to completion. Over the last 5 years, the City has 

planted more than 300 trees to keep a beautiful landscape and help rebuild the urban forest. 

 

Community 

Pleasant Ridge is committed to its cultural program and allocates 3% of its general fund budget toward arts and 

cultural programs. 

Table 14 - City of Pleasant Ridge Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Pleasant 
Ridge 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Community 

Strong Engagement with Science, Arts, Historical & Cultural Programs and Institutions 

2 
Arts & Culture Program 
Spending 

% Public Funds 2011 3%       ↑ 

Well-Educated 

3 
Residents with Bachelors 
Degree or Higher Degree 

% Population 2010 63% LQ 2.5
xxviii

 Better ↑ 

Healthy Community 

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 7.4       ↑ 

Diverse Community 

12 Racial Diversity Index  0-100 2010 11.69 LQ 0.1
xxix

 Worse ↑ 
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Economic 

Pleasant Ridge attracts young professionals; those individuals aged 24 to 35 with Bachelor’s degrees. More than 

70% of its young residents have a Bachelor’s degree. 

Table 15 - City of Pleasant Ridge Economy Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Pleasant 
Ridge 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Economy 

Economic Development Friendly 

14 

Site Plan Reviews 

Commercial 
Site Plan Reviews 

Days 2011 30       ↓ 

Economic Diversity 

18 Young Professionals 
% Population 

Age 24-35 with 
Bachelor's Degree 

2010 72% LQ 2.3
xxx

 Better ↑ 

19 
Management, Business, 
Science, and Arts 
Occupations  

% Workforce Employed 
in Management, 

Business, Science, and 
Arts Occupations 

2010 67% LQ 1.9
xxxi

 Better ↑ 

21 
Commercial, Office, and 
Industrial Parcels within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2012 84%       ↑ 

Fiscal Sustainability 

26 General Fund Balance 
% Fund Balance vs. 

General Fund 
Expenditures  

  27%       ↑ 

 

Environmental 

The compact community of Pleasant Ridge offers easy access to public recreation land to 98% of its residents, by 

being located with one-half mile of their homes. 

Table 16 - City of Pleasant Ridge Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Pleasant 
Ridge 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Environment 

Green Infrastructure 

43 
Residential Parcels within 
¼ Mile of Public 
Recreation Land 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2012 98%       ↑ 

44 Active Parkland 
Acres per 1,000 

Residents 
2012 3.27       ↑ 

45 Public Recreation Funding USD per Resident 2012  $ 190.15        ↑ 

46 Tree Canopy Coverage % Area 2008 33%       ↑ 
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Table 16 - City of Pleasant Ridge Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Pleasant 
Ridge 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Transportation 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2012 61%       ↑ 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop  

2012 19.8%       ↑ 

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 7.42       ↑ 

47 
People Biking or Walking 
to Work  

% Population 2010 0.9% LQ 0.3
xxxii

 Worse ↑ 
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CITY OF ROYAL OAK 
 
Royal Oak’s commitment to sustainability is reflected in the City’s mission statement “to provide a safe, healthy, 

and sustainable community.” The City of Royal Oak has pursued this commitment through the establishment of 

many programs, goals, and objectives that embody the principles of sustainability. For example, sustainability is 

built into the City’s Master Plan. The Master Plan seeks to “enhance the mixed use environment downtown with 

emphasis on expanded retail, office, entertainment, and housing compatible with neighboring residential areas.” 

The Master Plan also promotes a walkable pedestrian‐friendly environment, and has sought to enhance and create 

new public spaces by reorganizing the Civic Center as a focal point around an open space and plaza to be used for 

community gatherings. The enhancement of public spaces has included supporting the Royal Oak Farmers Market, 

and working to improve its linkages to Downtown. In addition, Royal Oak has developed a non‐motorized 

transportation system as part of an Energy Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG). The project, started in 

August 2010, strives to create non-motorized transportation infrastructure and improve policies to promote the 

use of non‐motorized transportation to improve the health and livability of the community. This program will lead 

to healthier lifestyles, improved air and water quality, and a more energy efficient transportation system. The 

EECBG program has also allowed for the energy efficient retrofitting of City Hall and the Police Department. As a 

final example, an objective of the City is to “develop a plan to encourage artists and promote public art in Royal 

Oak” as part of a greater community goal to “preserve neighborhoods by encouraging community involvement and 

family activities; and further, to be recognized as a destination for entertainment, recreation and cultural 

opportunities.” In light of this directive, the City Commission is considering the foundation of a Commission for the 

Arts that would encourage and support arts and cultural development in Royal Oak. 

Community 

Royal Oak residents are engaged in their community, demonstrated by a resident volunteer rate of 50% for public 

cultural events. 

Table 17 - City of Royal Oak Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Royal Oak 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Community 

Strong Engagement with Science, Arts, Historical & Cultural Programs and Institutions 

1 

Community Events 

Number of Events Total Number of Events 2012 3       ↔ 

Attendance at Events Total Attendance 2012  323,000        ↑ 

Resident Volunteers 
% of Volunteers who 

are Residents 
2012 50%       ↑ 

2 
Arts & Culture Program 
Spending 

% Public Funds 2010 3%       ↔ 
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Table 17 - City of Royal Oak Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Royal Oak 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Civically and Socially Active and Engaged 

1 Community Events 

  Resident Volunteers 
% of Volunteers who 

are Residents 
2012 50%       ↑ 

Well-Educated 

3 
Residents with Bachelors 
Degree or Higher Degree 

% Population 2010 46% LQ 1.8
xxxiii

 Better ↑ 

Physically Healthy Community 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2012 70%       ↔ 

8 Health Insurance Coverage 

  Public % Residents Insured   NA         

  Private % Residents Insured   NA         

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 6.6       ↑ 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop  

2012 30%       ↑ 

Just, Equitable & Non-Discriminatory 

11 Affordability 

% Income used for 
Housing (ownership) 

based on Regional 
Median Income 

2010 35% LQ 1.0
xxxiv

 Par ↓ 

12 Racial Diversity Index  0-100 2010 16.64 LQ 0.2
xxxv

 Worse ↑ 

13 Same-Sex Households % Households 2010 0.9% LQ 1.6
xxxvi

 Better ↔ 

 

Economic 

More than 50% of Royal Oak residents are employed in a management, business, science, or arts occupation. 

Table 18 - City of Royal Oak Economy Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Royal Oak 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Economy 

Economic Diversity 

18 Young Professionals 
% Population 

Age 24-35 with 
Bachelor's Degree 

2010 70% LQ 2.3
xxxvii

 Better ↔ 

19 
Management, Business, 
Science, and Arts 
Occupations  

% Workforce Employed 
in Management, 

Business, Science, and 
Arts Occupations 

2012 51% LQ 1.4
xxxviii

 Better ↔ 
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Table 18 - City of Royal Oak Economy Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Royal Oak 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

21 
Commercial, Office, and 
Industrial Parcels within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2012 76%         

Economic Prosperity 

24 Resident Income Per Household 2010  $60,184  LQ 1.2
xxxix

 Better ↔ 

25 Income Disparity GINI Index 2010 0.41 LQ 0.9
xl
 Better ↔ 

Fiscal Sustainability 

26 General Fund Balance 
% Fund Balance vs. 

General Fund 
Expenditures  

2012 19.6%       ↔ 

27 Municipal Bond Rating   2011 AA         

28 Tax Base Diversity 0-100 2012 29         

Residential  % of Total 2012 83%       ↔ 

Residential Vacant  % of Total 2012 0%       ↔ 

Commercial/Office  % of Total 2012 14%       ↔ 

Commercial/Office 
Vacant  

% of Total 2012 0%       ↔ 

Industrial  % of Total 2012 2%       ↔ 

Industrial Vacant  % of Total 2012 0%       ↔ 

Other  % of Total 2012 0%       ↔ 

29 Public Debt  
Debt as a % of 

Indebtedness Cap 
2011 1.5%       ↔ 

Services & Infrastructure 

30 Condition of Roads 
% Mile Lanes in 
Poor Condition 

2011 19% LQ 0.6
xli

 Better ↓ 

31 Cost of Public Services USD per Household 2011  $ 3,222.15        ↔ 

32 Resident Satisfaction 
% Residents 

Responding to Survey 
2012 95%       ↔ 

 

Environmental 

Royal Oak residents enjoy easy access to recreation – and moreover have 9.5 acres of parkland for every 

1,000 residents. 

Table 19 - City of Royal Oak Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Royal Oak 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Environment 

Air & Water Quality 

35 
Residential Water 
Consumption 

GPD per 
1,000 Residents 

2011 83,858   
 

  ↓ 

38 GHG emissions kg CO2e per Resident             
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Table 19 - City of Royal Oak Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 
Royal Oak 
Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Energy 

39 
Municipal Energy Use 
Index 

kBTU per Square Foot 
Per Year 

  N/A         

40 
Renewable Energy 
Generation in Community 

% Residential Electrical 
Energy Demand 

2010 Pending         

41 
LEED & Energy Star 
Certified Buildings 

Number of Buildings 
per 1,000 

Non-Residential Parcels 
2011 0.66       ↑ 

42 

Household Energy Use 

Electricity kWh per resident             

Natural Gas CCF per resident 2010 4.11       ↓ 

Green Infrastructure 

43 
Residential Parcels within 
¼ Mile of Public 
Recreation Land 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2012 84%       ↔ 

44 Active Parkland 
Acres per 

1,000 Residents 
2012 9.5       ↔ 

45 Public Recreation Funding USD per Resident 2012  $11.58        ↔ 

46 Tree Canopy Coverage % Area 2008 26%       ↑ 

Transportation 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2012 70%       ↔ 

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop  

2012 30%       ↑ 

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2012 6.65       ↔ 

47 
People Biking or Walking 
to Work  

% Population 2010 2% LQ 0.7
xlii

 Worse ↑ 

Waste 

48 

Recycling 

Residential Recycling 
Ratio 

Ratio of Pounds of 
Waste Recycled per 

Household to Pounds 
Sent to Landfill 

2011-12 0.2 B 0.4
xliii

 Worse ↑ 
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COMBINED WOODWARD 5 INDICATORS 
 
Because of the interconnectivity of the Woodward 5 communities, it is appropriate and relevant to aggregate 

selected Indicators. Where available, the same location quotient technique was used to compare the Woodward 5 

combined baselines against standards and benchmarks.  

Community 

The Woodward 5 communities, on average, contribute 5% of their public funds to arts & cultural programs. 

Table 20 - Combined Woodward 5 Community Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Combined 
W5 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Community 

Strong Engagement with Science, Arts, Historical & Cultural Programs and Institutions 

1 Community Events 

  Number of Events Total Number of Events 2010 80         

  Attendance at Events Total Attendance 2010 390,476         

2 
Arts & Culture Program 
Spending 

% Public Funds 2010 5%         

Physically Healthy Community 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2010 76%         

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2010 6.0         

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop  

2010 33%         

Diverse Community 

11 Affordability 

% Income used for 
Housing (ownership) 

based on Regional 
Median Income 

2010 35% LQ 1.0
xliv

 Par   

12 Racial Diversity Index  0-100 2010 18.38 LQ 0.2
xlv

 Worse   

13 Same-Sex Households % Households 2010 0.9% LQ 1.5
xlvi

 Better   
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Economic 

The Woodward 5 residents are economically prosperous, with average household incomes more than 20% of the 

national average and healthy general fund balances for governmental budgets. 

Table 21 - Combined Woodward 5 Economic Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Combined 
W5 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Economy 

Economic Diversity 

18 Young Professionals 
% Population 

Age 24-35 with 
Bachelor's Degree 

2010 68% LQ 2.2
xlvii

 Better   

19 
Management, Business, 
Science, and Arts 
Occupations  

% Workforce Employed 
in Management, 

Business, Science, and 
Arts Occupations 

2010 51% LQ 1.4
xlviii

 Better   

21 
Commercial, Office, and 
Industrial Parcels within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2010 75%         

Economic Prosperity 

24 Resident Income Per Household 2010  $62,942  LQ 1.2
xlix

 Better   

25 Income Disparity GINI Index 2010 0.40 LQ 0.9
l
 Worse   

Fiscal Sustainability 

26 General Fund Balance 
% Fund Balance vs. 

General Fund 
Expenditures  

2010 21.9%         

27 Municipal Bond Rating   2010 A+ to AA+         

28 

Tax Base Diversity 

Residential  % of Total 2010 84%         

Residential Vacant  % of Total 2010 0%         

Commercial/Office  % of Total 2010 12%         

Commercial/Office 
Vacant  

% of Total 2010 0%         

Industrial  % of Total 2010 3%         

Industrial Vacant  % of Total 2010 0%         

Other  % of Total 2010 0%         

Services & Infrastructure 

30 Condition of Roads 
% Mile Lanes in 
Poor Condition 

2011 15% LQ 0.5
li
 Better   

31 Cost of Public Services USD per Household 2010  $2,685.48          
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Environmental 

There is an average of nearly six miles of recreational pathways per square mile for the Woodward 5 residents and 

visitors to enjoy. 

Table 22 - Combined Woodward 5 Environment Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Combined 
W5 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Environment 

Energy 

41 
LEED & Energy Star 
Certified Buildings 

Number of Buildings 
per 1,000 

Non-Residential Parcels 
2010 0.77         

42 

Household Energy Use               

Natural Gas CCF per resident 2010 4.22         

Green Infrastructure 

43 
Residential Parcels within 
¼ Mile of Public 
Recreation Land 

% Units Measured 
Along Road Network  

2010 80%         

44 Active Parkland 
Acres per 

1,000 Residents 
2010 9.08         

45 Public Recreation Funding USD per Resident 2010  $47.69          

46 Tree Canopy Coverage % Area 2010 26%         

Transportation 

7 Walkability 
% Residential Parcels 

within ¼ Mile of a 
Commercial Parcel 

2010 76%         

10 Transit Access 
% Residential and 

Business Units Within 
¼ Mile of a Bus Stop  

2010 33%         

9 Recreational Pathways 
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile 
2010 5.98         

47 
People Biking or Walking 
to Work  

% Population 2010 2% LQ 0.7
lii
 Worse   

Waste 

48 

Recycling 

Residential 
Recycling Ratio 

Ratio of Pounds of 
Waste Recycled per 

Household to Pounds 
Sent to Landfill 

2011-12 0.2 B 0.4
liii

 Worse   
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
 

Combined Woodward 5 School Districts 

The Woodward 5 communities share three strong public school systems: Berkley School District (which students 

from Huntington Woods also attend); Ferndale Public Schools (which students from Pleasant Ridge also attend); 

and the School District of the City of Royal Oak. During the planning process, the SSC invited representatives from 

all the school districts to participate. Berkley School District and Ferndale Public Schools both sent representatives 

(Assistant Superintendant and Superintendant, respectively). The School District of the City of Royal Oak declined 

to participate in the process. Additionally, the Superintendant of Ferndale Public Schools participated as a member 

of the SAB. 

 

A meeting with the school representatives was held to explore appropriate Indicators, as well as to identify existing 

and proposed Actions that contribute to the Outcomes. The values for the education-related Indicators were 

determined using weighted averages for either the public school districts or communities, as appropriate, and are 

presented in the table below. 

 

Table 23 - Combined School & Education Indicator Baselines & Targets 

No. Indicator Units 
Baseline 

Year 

Combined 
W5 Communities 

Baseline 

Location Quotient (LQ) 
Standard (S) 

Geographic Baseline (B) 
Target 

Community 

Well-Educated 

3 
Residents with Bachelors 
Degree or Higher Degree 

% Population of 
Combined W5 
Communities 

2010 45% LQ 1.8
liv

 Better  ↑ 
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ACTIONS 
 
Sustainable communities do not simply sprout from a newly planted seed. They are the result of simultaneous, 

often overlapping, actions and activities by different groups mixed with regulatory and zoning initiatives, business 

investment, and infrastructure. Balance, like the illustration of the 3-legged stool earlier in this report, is 

paramount to success. All of the actions necessary cannot occur at the same time or even within the same 

timeframe. The resources are simply not available to address every Outcome and move each Indicator identified in 

this planning process.  

 

An important element of the planning process was to develop an inventory of existing Actions taking place in 

Woodward 5 – both community-led and governmental. These Actions were compiled with input from the 

Woodward 5 cities, the SAB stakeholders, and the public during the open meetings. Additionally, there are 

proposed Actions that have been identified by the stakeholders which will contribute to the entire community’s 

sustainability. For each Action, an estimated timeframe is provided: 

 

Ongoing: Existing Action is underway 

Short: 1 – 2 years 

Medium: 3 – 5 years 

Long: 5+ years 

Completed: Action has been completed 

 

A Lead (individual, department, organization, institution, etc.) for each Action has been identified; however, it 

should be noted that there may be other stakeholders necessary for a particular Action to be successful. Each 

Action has been categorized in one of the 3 Focus Areas and by Outcome within that Focus Area. Resources to help 

with Action implementation or strategy, when available and appropriate, have been provided. For instance, the 

City of Berkley is planning to propose a community-wide anti-idling policy: the Lead for this Action is the 

City Council; the timeframe is short-term (within 1-2 years); this Action is expected to impact the Healthy 

Community Outcome; and there are two resources provided consisting of a local City of Detroit ordinance and 

guidance from the Sustainable Communities Institute.  

 

A narrative with a few selected and/or highlighted Actions is presented, by Focus Area, in the sections that follow. 

All Actions, existing and proposed, identified for each of the Woodward 5 cities, collaborative actions between the 

cities, school district actions, and actions led by the community groups have been compiled into Appendices 3 

through 10, respectively.  
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CITY OF BERKLEY 
 

Community 

 The City of Berkley has an existing Action, with its zoning initiatives to encourage affordable housing. This 

Action impacts both the Healthy Community and Diverse Community Outcomes.  

Economic 

 The City proposes to appoint or create a Business Liaison to act as a “concierge” between businesses, 

Oakland County, the State of Michigan, and the City. It is expected that this short-term Action will impact 

the Economic Development Friendly and Economic Prosperity Outcomes. 

Environmental 

 The City’s Public Works Department has implemented a program to track and manage energy use from 

selected City buildings. This Action impacts the Quality Air & Water and Energy Efficiency Outcomes. 

CITY OF FERNDALE 
 

Community 

 The City of Ferndale, with its Downtown Development Authority, is working to develop a “smartphone” 

application that will lead users to recreation, shopping, and events in the City. It is estimated that this 

application will be available within 2 years, and will impact the Education, Diverse Community, Civic & 

Social Engagement, and the Arts & Cultural Engagement Outcomes. 

Economic 

 The City collaborates with Oakland County for its information technology needs to eliminate the need for 

a full time staff and to ensure that the infrastructure is compatible. This Action contributes to the Fiscal 

Sustainability and Efficient Services & Infrastructure Outcomes. 

Environmental 

 Free and/or reduced parking rates are available to Ferndale residents that own fuel efficient vehicles. The 

Quality Air & Water and Energy Efficiency Outcomes are supported by this Action. 
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CITY OF HUNTINGTON WOODS 
 

Community 

 The City of Huntington Woods passed the first Human Rights Ordinance in Oakland County. This Action 

supports the Diverse Community Outcome. 

Economic 

 The City has a short-term goal of establishing an online application system for basic building permits that 

will issue a permit within 48 hours. The Lead for this Action is the Planning and Development Department 

and will impact the Economic Development Friendly Outcome. 

Environmental 

 The City’s Public Works Department is currently in the middle of a “single-stream” recycling pilot 

program. This program supports the Waste Outcome. 

CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE 
 

Community 

 The City of Pleasant Ridge residents enjoy the high-quality Pleasant Ridge Community Center which 

supports four of the five Outcomes in the Community Focus Area, including Diverse Community, Healthy 

Community, and Arts & Cultural Engagement. 

Economic 

 The City collaborates with the neighboring communities of Ferndale, Berkley, and Royal Oak for its 

Fire Protection/EMS, Police & Fire Dispatch, and Water & Sewer Maintenance services, respectively. 

These shared services help to support the Fiscal Sustainability Outcome. 

Environmental 

 The City is currently looking at a long-term plan to require biodiversity in its park landscaping. This effort 

will be led by City Manager and will impact the Quality Air & Water and Green Infrastructure Outcomes. 
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CITY OF ROYAL OAK 
 

Community 

 The City of Royal Oak has a short-term plan to implement diversity training with police officers and all 

City staff. This effort will be led by Police and Fire Departments and will impact the Diverse Community 

and Civic & Social Engagement Outcomes. 

Economic 

 The City has an ongoing effort to regularly assess employee benefits, insurance, and other purchased 

services for competitiveness. This effort is led by the City Manager and supports the Fiscal Sustainability 

Outcome. 

Environmental 

 A Non-Motorized Transportation Plan is incorporated into City’s Master Plan as of 2011. This plan will 

impact the Sustainable Transportation Outcome. 

COLLABORATIVE ACTIONS BETWEEN THE WOODWARD 5 COMMUNITIES 
 
A number of actions that require collaboration between two or more of the Woodward 5 communities were 

identified and prioritized by the SAB members. 

Community 

 The communities propose to jointly collaborate with Oakland County to better publicize available health 

resources to impact the Healthy Community Outcome. 

Economic 

 The need for a Woodward 5 community-wide wi-fi system is a proposed medium-term project to be led 

by each city’s Chamber of Commerce. This wi-fi infrastructure would help achieve four of the five 

Outcomes in the Economic Focus Area. 

Environmental 

 The Woodward 5 communities will collaborate on developing a combined park and “green space” 

resource map. This resource would support the Green Infrastructure Outcome. 
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SCHOOL DISTRICTS 
 

Berkley School District 

 Berkley School District plans a program to limit the availability of junk food in the schools, while 

increasing the availability of fresh, healthy food. This program will support the Healthy Community and 

Diverse Community Outcomes. 

Ferndale Public Schools 

 Ferndale Public Schools plans a program to provide mentoring opportunities for high school students at 

local businesses. This program will support the Economic Prosperity Outcome. 

WOODWARD 5 COMMUNITY-LED 
 

Community 

 Community stakeholders identified the need for renewal of a program akin to “Welcome Wagon” for new 

residents: one that provides guidance on community resources, links to local businesses, and other 

support materials like maps and directories. This short-term initiative would support the four of the five 

Outcomes in the Community Focus Area. 

Economic 

 The local Chambers of Commerce, along with the Downtown Development Authorities propose a 

program of business beautification awards, perhaps using an “adopt-a-block” model. This action is 

proposed in the short-term and would impact the Economic Development Friendly, Services & 

Infrastructure, and Economic Prosperity Outcomes. 

Environmental 

 The Woodward 5 communities, in collaboration with local transit organizations, are considering launching 

a “Get on the Bus” campaign to promote and increase public bus ridership throughout the area. This 

program would support the Sustainable Transportation and Quality Air & Water Outcomes. 
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NEXT STEPS 
 
The next steps for the Woodward 5 communities and its stakeholders is to formally acknowledge the fruits of its 

planning labors by having the respective City Councils pass resolutions in support of this framework plan. 

The cornerstone has been laid; it is time to build by taking Action and continuing to measure the 

selected Indicators.  

 

To that end, Oakland County, through a generous contribution of time and expertise from Oakland University, is 

providing an online tool to help the communities track its Indicators and identify new or more targeted Actions 

that contribute to its stated Outcomes. 
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Oakland County 

P2 Grant Application 
 
  



 1 

Michigan Department of Natural Resource and Environment  
2010  Community Pollution Prevention Grants Program  
Grant Proposal Cover Sheet  
(Authorized by 1996 PA 384)  
   
Project Name: Building Sustainability in South Oakland County 
   
Project Location (Primary County): Oakland County  
   
State Senate District Number for Project Location: # 26, #12  
   
State House of Representatives District Number for Project Location: #29, #43  
   
Applicant: County of Oakland, Department of Economic Development and Community Affairs, 
Division of Planning & Economic Development Services  

Organization’s Federal I.D. Number: 38-6004876  

Organization Telephone #: 248-858-5445 Organization Fax #: 248.975.9555 

Contact Person: Bret Rasegan, Supervisor, Oakland County Planning & Economic Development 

Services   

Contact’s E-Mail :raseganb@oakgov.com  

Organization Address:  
 
2100 Pontiac Lake Road, Bldg. 41W 
Waterford, MI  48328-0412 
   
Start Date of Project: 11/1/2011 End Date of Project: 10/31/2013  

Grant Amount Requested: $ 50,000.00 + Local Match*: $ 31,620.56 =  

Project Total: $ 81.620.56 

   
Person with Grant Acceptance Authority: Michael J. Gingell, Chairman, Oakland County Board  Of 

Commissioners  
   
   
 
   
 
   
   
Signature: _______________________________________  

Date: ______________________  
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1. Statement of Environmental Concerns/Issues  

Oakland County and its 61 distinct Cities, Villages and Townships (CVT's) are blessed with natural 
resources, including 1,400 beautiful lakes, headwaters of five major rivers, 96 miles of regional trails, and 
60,000 acres of parkland. Together, the county and its communities have a strong record of collaborating 
to protect these resources through land conservation,solid waste management, trail and recreation 
development, brownfield remediation, watershed management, and land stewardship. As public 
awareness about waste, energy and sustainability has grown, the County and its CVT's have stepped up 
efforts, starting institutional green teams, implementing energy efficiency improvements, promoting local 
food initiatives, instituting new recycling programs, and pursuing LEED-certification for various buildings.  
 
Oakland County sees local government cooperation and collaboration as necessary and critical to 
achieving sustainability.  In 2010, Oakland County issued a Request for Proposals to all 61 local 
governments, asking them to come together with their neighbors to partner with the County on the 
development of a pilot collaborative local sustainability plan.  Oakland County committed $50,000 to pay 
for professional planning and engineering services, as well as a minimum of $20,000 in staff time to 
support the effort. A consultant team of Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber and WARM Training Center 
were selected. The Cities of Rochester, Rochester Hills, and Auburn Hills were selected for the pilot 
effort, forming a Tri-City Sustainability Collaborative. 

The Tri-City Collaborative Local Government Sustainability Planning Project was launched in January of 
2011. The purpose of this project is to: 

1. Create a collective vision for sustainability for the three communities, 
2. Develop strategy areas appropriate to the three communities, 
3. Select indicators of sustainability and assess the baseline status of those indicators. 
4. Develop goals, strategies, actions, and timelines to achieve the overall vision for sustainability 
5. Develop a template that can be utilized by other communities in Oakland County and Southeast 

Michigan wishing to develop coordinated, inter-jurisdictional sustainability efforts 

The intention of the process is to enable individual communities to collaboratively decide on actions to 
increase the sustainability of the collective larger community. The product of this process will 
be actionable Sustainability Plans for each community, as well as a “Toolkit” that can be used as a model 
in other communities. The implementation of the recommendations in these plans will fall to myriad and 
diverse stakeholders including local units of government, businesses, environmental organizations, 
educational & health institutions, residents, and other stakeholders. Success in implementation will be 
measured by progress towards established goals, as measured by the selected indicators.  

The project website can be viewed at http://oakgov.com/peds/program_service/sustain.html.  

As stakeholders work together to prioritize common indicators and strategies, local governments will 
identify opportunities to collaborate to leverage their efforts and resources. Some of these opportunities 
may take the form of coordinated planning, joint purchasing agreements, shared staff, cooperative 
agreements, joint efforts, and other forms of inter-local cooperation. 

This initiative precedes and aligns with Governor Snyder’s policy proposals calling for local government 
collaboration. This project will provide communities the tools and resources needed to embrace 
sustainability and to achieve sustainability goals through coordination and collaboration. The effort will 
provide transparent, quantitative indicators of sustainability that can be plugged directly into the 
“dashboard” called for by the Governor as part of eligibility for revenue sharing. 
 
In this grant application, Oakland County is requesting $50,000 to extend our existing contract with 

http://oakgov.com/peds/program_service/sustain.html
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FTC&H/WARM to conduct an additional sustainability planning process in an additional group of 
communities, focusing on the smaller, urban, dense communities in south Oakland County. If awarded, 
an RFP will be issued to these communities, asking them to form a local consortium for sustainability 
planning. The consortium may be new, or may build on existing consortiums such as Southeast Oakland 
County Resource Recovery Authority (SOCRRA) (http://www.socrra.org/ ) or the Woodward 5 
(http://www.woodward5.com/). Preliminary discussions with these communities have already generated 
interest. 
 
Conducting this process in an additional group of communities of a different character will strengthen our 
final template planning product by providing experience and examples of the needs and issues in diverse 
communities, both inner-ring/urban and suburban. This will increase its relevance not only to other 
Oakland County communities, but to those around the State of Michigan. 
 
Project Goals and Objectives  
The following goals and objectives will be undertaken to complete this project: 
 

1. Select a group of urban communities in South Oakland County to collaborate with on the 
development of a collaborative, coordinated local sustainability plan. 
The County will issue a Request for Proposals to communities, asking for communities identify 2-
4 partners and submit joint proposals to initiate a collaborative sustainability planning process. 
The County will select a final proposal based on evidence of committed resources, likelihood of 
success, past collaboration, and commitment to sustainability. Selected communities will be 
required to submit resolutions from their elected governing bodies committing to the planning 
process before work will begin. 
 

2. Identify a Sustainability Advisory Board 
To initiate the process, a Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) consisting of local representatives a 
across diverse community sectors, including business, health, environment, local government, 
community services, and education will be convened for the purposes of providing input and 
guidance into the process. 
 
Public input meetings and online public opinion gathering tools (Survey Monkey, Ideascale) will 
also be incorporated into the process.  
 

3. Conduct a Sustainability Planning Process 
a. Identify a Vision and Strategy Areas- An overall vision for community sustainability will be 

developed based on consensus of the SAB. Specific strategy areas will be identified.  
Energy and solid waste will be required strategy area components of the sustainability 
plan. 

b. Identify Outcomes- Desired outcomes for each strategy area will be identified.  For 
example, outcomes may be call for increasing overall community energy efficiency, and 
decrease solid waste streams. Energy and solid waste outcomes will be required 
components of the sustainability plan. 

c. Identify and Measure Indicators- Specific indicators for measuring status on various 
outcomes will be identified. For example, energy use per capita or solid waste production 
per capita may be identified as indicators. Energy and solid waste indicators will be 
required components of the sustainability plan. 

d. Identify Goals and Objectives- Goals and objectives will be developed based on desired 
outcomes and indicators, including quantitative targets and timelines. For example, a 
goal may be to decrease energy consumption per capita by 25% by 2012. Energy and 
solid waste goals/objectives will be required components of the sustainability plan. 

e. Identify implementation strategies and collaboration opportunities- Specific 
implementation strategies, roles and responsibilities will be identified, with an emphasis 
on inter-jurisdictional cooperation. For example, communities may decide to collaborate 
on an energy efficiency campaign to achieve energy consumption reduction goals. 
 

http://www.socrra.org/
http://www.woodward5.com/
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4. Develop an Oakland County Community Sustainability Planning Toolkit incorporating local 
examples, resources, knowledge and recommendations garnered experience with pilot 
sustainability planning projects. This document will serve both as a final report for this project and 
as a resource for Oakland County's communities and for those in the region and state.  

   
Appropriateness of Goals & Objectives The four activities listed above are critical and appropriate to 
addressing the  goals of this project. While Oakland County, its 61 CVT's, homeowners and private 
businesses are making great strides toward sustainability, the learning curve is clearly steep. 
Coordination and facilitation of local collaboration is needed.  Oakland County has a solid record of 
success in building successful collaborative relationships with local CVT's to tackle many inter-
jurisdictional issues, including in Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Court and Law Management 
Information System (CLEMIS), and downtown revitalization (Main Street Oakland County). Capacity-
building efforts such as these are more successful because they leverage the expertise of the County and 
its local communities to achieve success through sharing resources and implementing cost-effective 
solutions. Building collaborative efforts to address sustainability is more important than ever in light of the 
current fiscal conditions of local communities and the Governor’s call to collaborate as a way to address 
fiscal sustainability. 
   
The immediate benefit of this project is chiefly in building the knowledge and capacity for sustainability of 
Oakland County communities, businesses and homeowners.  Within the first two years of this project, we 
will pursue the development of pilot local multi-community sustainability plans and finalize a Toolkit to 
guide other communities. Longer-term, Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services 
will allocate resources to finding funding for additional sustainability planning across the County. 
Together, we will hope to build a community of trained and motivated municipal staff, business owners, 
non-profits and homeowners that will carry the task of sustainability into the future.  
 
3. Organization Information Oakland County is the premier County in Michigan to work, play and 
prosper.  With a population of 1.2 million and a ranking of fourth nationwide in per capita income among 
counties with populations of one million or more, and a AAA bond rating, we are the largest and most 
fiscally sound County in the state. The mission of Oakland County Planning & Economic Development 
Services is to promote economic vitality, conserve environmental resources, and support distinct 
communities.  
 
The County has a strong record of working to achieve sustainability, including:  
 In 2010, Oakland County issued a Request for Proposals to all of its 61 local units of government to 

enter into a collaborative sustainability planning process.  A partnership between the Cities of 
Rochester, Rochester Hills, and Auburn Hills was selected, and the County contracted with 
FTC&H/WARM Training Center to provide professional sustainability planning services.  The goal of 
this project is to develop and implement coordinated, sustainability plans for the three communities, 
and to create a sustainability planning guidebook for Oakland County. 

 In 2008, Oakland County Facilities Management & Operations initiated a "Green Team" composed of 
key inter-departmental personnel to identify operational guidelines to reduce County's energy use and 
to oversee management of the County's EECBG award.  

 In 2008, Oakland County partnered with each of its 61 cities, villages and townships (CVT's) to 
produce a county-wide green infrastructure vision map and guidelines to help local communities 
preserve and restore green assets.   

 In 2009, 2010, and 2011, Oakland County held an "OakStreet Fair" designed to provide residences 
and neighborhoods with best practices for local preservation, energy efficiency and environmental 
stewardship resources.  

 In spring of 2010, the county broke ground on a new "green” airport terminal, the first in Michigan and 
the first LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) certified building in Oakland County 
government.  
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 On May 13, 2011, the County will hold it's third annual Green Summit to provide the business and 
local government communities with tools, resources and contacts to succeed in local sustainability 
efforts.  

 
Key staff who will work on this project include:  
Bret Rasegan, RA  is the Planning Supervisor for Oakland County Planning & Economic Development 
Services. Mr. Rasegan is a registered architect and builder and is a graduate of Lawrence Technological 
University with a B.S. In Architecture. Charlotte Burckhardt, AICP is a Principal Planner for Oakland 
County Planning & Economic Development Services, and has an MS in Resource Development from 
Michigan State University. Nina Ignaczak, AICP is a Senior Planner for Oakland County Planning & 
Economic Development Services.  Ms. Ignaczak is a graduate of the University of Michigan with a BS in 
Biology and an MS in Natural Resource Management.JoAnn Browning is a Senior Planner  for Oakland 
County Planning & Economic Development Services.   She holds a Bachelor of Science in Management 
from Oakland University and has over 20 years’ experience working in the Planning field.  

4. Partners  
Partners in this program include our local communities and consultants (Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & 
Huber and WARM Training Center).  FTC&H will assist with technical tasks related to energy/greenhouse 
gas inventory and baseline measurement of other indicators. WARM will assist with the planning process 
and education, both with the SAB and public. Additional partnerships across multiple community sectors 
are formed as part of the process through the formation of the Sustainability Advisory Board. Through the 
existing Tri-City project, partnerships with Oakland University, Crittenton Hospital, local DDA’s and 
Chambers of Commerce, the Older Person’s Commission, and the Clinton River Watershed Council have 
been formed.  Additional partnerships will be formed through the formation of an SAB in the new South 
Oakland County project, if funded through this grant opportunity. The County will also endeavor to work 
through the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments and  Michigan Municipal League to promote the 
products of this process, especially the Toolkit, to other communities in our region and state.  
   
5. Project Sustainability Oakland County Planning and Economic Development Services is committed to 
continuing to allocate resources to and pursue funding for the sustainability planning beyond the initial 2-
year life of this grant. Specifically, the County is committed to supporting the Sustainability Advisory 
Board(s) through implementation, and to providing County staff resources to additional communities who 
wish to undertake sustainability planning  This project does not include physical improvements.  
 
6. Evaluation Oakland County Planning staff will take responsibility for tracking the following metrics: 
Short-term (Within six months of project completion) 

Public Participation and Input: A broad and diverse spectrum of the population, constituting a 
minimum of 50 unique individuals from the general public per community, has provided input to the 
process, either by attending public meetings or via online surveys.   
Adoption of Recommendations: Each participating community has made a minimum of one 
amendment to plans, ordinances, policies or programs to implement Sustainability strategies within 
six months of completing the planning process. 
Access to “Toolkit” product: All communities in Oakland County have received the Sustainability 
Planning Toolkit document, and it has been made available to all communities statewide. 
 

Long-term (Within two years of project completion) 
Progress on Indicators: The success of the local sustainability plans will be assessed via progress on 
the indicators identified as part of the process.  Indicators will be incorporated into local community 
“dashboards.” Evaluation results will be used to both promote the project and Toolkit via web and 
media. Our partners will assist us in promoting the program and results through their respective 
organizations. Products that will be submitted to the DNRE will include the Pilot Sustainability Plans 
and the Oakland County Community Sustainability Planning Toolkit.  
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B. Work Plan and Timetable  

TASKS:  
   
Task  %  STAFF   PRODUCTs 

1 

Select a group of urban communities to 
collaborate with on the development of a 
collaborative, coordinated local sustainability 
plan. 

 

5 
Bret Rasegan 
(oversee project) 
Nina Ignaczak 
(project 
management and 
coordination) 
Charlotte 
Burckhardt (land 
use and zoning, 
public input) 
JoAnn Browning 
(public input 
assistance, grant 
and financial 
management) 
FTC&H (technical 
assessment) 
WARM (planning, 
public input and  
education) 

Local Sustainability 
Plans 

2 
Identify a Sustainability Advisory Board 

 5 

3 

Conduct a Sustainability Planning Process 
 

 
75 

3.1 
Identify a Vision and Strategy Areas 

 
5 

3.2 
Identify Outcomes  

 
10 

3.3 
Identify and Measure Indicators-  

 
20 

3.4 
Identify Goals and Objectives-  

 
20 

3.5 
Identify implementation strategies and 

collaboration opportunities 
 

20 

4 
Develop an Oakland County Community 
Sustainability Planning Toolkit 15 

Oakland County 
Community 

Sustainability 
Planning Toolkit 
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2. Timetable   
 
Start Date of Project: 11/1/2011 End Date of Project: 10/31/2013  
 
TASK  Q1  Q2  Q3  Q4  Q5  Q6  Q7  Q8  
1 X        
2 X X       
3.1  X       
3.2  X X      
3.3   X X     
3.4    X X X   
3.5     X X X  
4       X X 
 
Q1= November, December 2011 Q5= October, November, December 2012 
Q2= January, February, March 2012 Q6= January, February, March 2013 
Q3= April, May, June 2012 Q7= April, May, June 2013 
Q4= July, August, September 2012 Q8= July, August, September, October 2013 
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C. Budget Information  

Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Environment 

Office of Pollution Prevention and Compliance Assistance 

GRANT PROPOSAL BUDGET INFORMATION     

(Authorized by 1996 PA 384)       
        

COLUMN A COLUMN B COLUMN C COLUMN D 

BUDGET CATEGORIES 
GRANT 
FUNDS LOCAL MATCH 

CATEGORY 
TOTAL 

1. STAFFING COST: rate of pay x  # hours  )       

Bret Rasegan (Planning Supervisor) - 37.52 x 70 
hours 

0 
$2,626 

$2,626 

Charlotte Burckhardt (Principal Planner)- 37.52 x 60 
hours 

0 
$3,751 

$3,751 

Nina Ignaczak (Senior Planner)  - 30.22 x 150 hours 
0 

$4,533 
$4,533 

JoAnn Browning (Senior Planner), A- 37.52 x 150 
hours 

0 
$4,533 

$4,533 

Subtotal: 0 $15,443 $15,443 
        

2. FRINGE BENEFITS: (40%) 0    $           -    

Subtotal: 0 $6,177  $  6,177.30  
        

3. CONTRACTUAL SERVICES:       

Sustainability  Planning Services $50,000  $        10,000.00  $60,000.00  

Subtotal: $50,000  $        10,000.00  $60,000.00  
        

4. PROJECT SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT: 0 0 0 

Subtotal: 0 0 0 
        

5. TRAVEL: 0 0 0 

Subtotal: 0 0 0 
        
6. TOTAL DIRECT COSTS: $50,000 $31,621 $81,621 
        
        

8. GRAND TOTAL (add lines 6 and 7): $50,000.00 $31,620.56 $81,620.56 

 



 

 
 
 
 

WARM Training Center 
 Promoting Sustainable Affordable Communities Since 1981 

 

 

4835 Michigan Avenue 

 

Detroit, MI 48210 

 

www.warmtraining.org p. (313) 894-1030 

 

Bret Rasegan, Supervisor 
Oakland County Planning & Economic Development Services  
2100 Pontiac Lake Road, Bldg. 41W 
Waterford, MI  48328-0412 
 
Mr. Rasegan:  
 
WARM Training Center is pleased to offer a letter of support for Oakland County’s P2 
applications to extend its Local Government Sustainability Planning Project to additional 
communities within Oakland County.  
 
WARM is pleased to have been intimately involved in assisting Oakland County help craft the 
overall framework for sustainability planning and facilitate the community process for the 
communities of Rochester, Rochester Hills, and Auburn Hills. WARM Training Center has 
brought significant expertise in sustainability and climate planning to this process.  
 
WARM Training Center will continue to offer our services to help establish an overall 
framework for planning, engaging with the community, and facilitating the development and 
management of a “Sustainability Advisory Board”, and creation of the final “Sustainability Plan” 
in the new Oakland County communities that are chosen. WARM Training Center can 
contribute an in-kind labor match of $5,000 dollars to this particular project.  
 
We are eager to continue this partnership to broaden and strengthen our region’s movement 
to greater environmental, economic, and social sustainability. We look forward to working with 
you on this. Thanks.  
 
Cordially,  
 
 

 
 
Bob Chapman 
 
Executive Director 
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May 2, 2011 
Project No. G110031  
 
 
Mr. Bret Rasegan, Supervisor  
Planning & Economic Development Services 
Oakland County 
2100 Pontiac Lake Road 
Waterford, MI 48324-0412 
 
Re:  Letter of Support - P2 Grant Application 
 
Dear Mr. Rasegan: 
 
Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber, Inc. (FTC&H) is pleased to offer our support to Oakland 
County for its 2011 P2 Grant Application. Grant funding is being sought in order to extend the 
reach and impact of the ongoing Tri-City Collaborative Local Government Sustainability 
Planning Project to additional communities within Oakland County.  
 
FTC&H, along with its teaming partner, WARM Training Center, is currently providing services 
to Oakland County for this project. Working with the County and the cities of Auburn Hills, 
Rochester, and Rochester Hills, we are forging ahead to develop and document the “how-to” of 
a collaborative sustainability planning process – with the result being consensus-driven 
sustainability plans for each community and a “tool-kit” that can be used by other communities 
in the future.  
 
FTC&H is committed to offering our services for the next phase of the project and will contribute 
an in-kind labor match of $5,000 dollars.  
 
We look forward to continuing to work with Oakland County on this sustainability 
planning project and hope that you are able to extend the reach and impact of the project to 
new communities. 
 
If you have any questions or require additional information, please contact me at 248-324-2122. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
FISHBECK, THOMPSON, CARR & HUBER, INC. 
 
 
 
Michele J. Buckler, P.E. 
 
dmg 
By e-mail 
  
  
 



 
 

Woodward 5 
Proposal Application 
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Proposal Application 

1. Community Name, Main Contact, Energy Assessment Contact 

Community Name  Main  Contact  (Name,  Phone  & 
Email) 

Energy  Assessment  Contact 
(Name, Phone & Email) 

Berkley  Jane Bais‐DiSessa, City Manager 248‐
658‐3350  
jbais‐disessa@berkleymich.net 

Amy Vansen 
 City Planner 
248‐658‐3320 
avansen@berkleymich.net 

Ferndale  April McGrath, City Manager 
248‐546‐2360 
amcgrath@ferndale‐mi.com 

Derek Delacourt, Community & 
Economic Development Director 
248‐546‐2360 
ddelacourt@ferndale‐mi.com 
 

Huntington Woods  Alex Allie, City Manager 
248‐581‐2630 
aallie@ci.huntington‐woods.mi.us 

Richard Lehmann 
Finance Director 
248‐541‐4300 
tleahmann@ci.huntington‐
wood.mi.us 
 

Pleasant Ridge  Sherry Ball, City Manager 
248‐541‐2900 
citymanager@cityofpleasantridge.org

Scott Pietrzak 
Assistant City manager 
248‐7322 
recreation@cityofpleasantridge.org

Royal Oak  Don Johnson, City Manager 
248‐246‐3200 
donj@ci.royal‐oak.mi.us 

Greg Rassel 
Director of Public Services 
248‐246‐3313 
GregR@ci.royal‐oak.mi.us 

 

2. Qualifications 

a. Capacity 

The City of Berkley will have three staff members sharing the responsibilities of this project.   The City 

Manager,  Jane  Bais‐DiSessa,  City  Planner,  Amy  Vansen  and  Assistant  to  the  City Manager,  Theresa 

McArleton will divide their time and participation so that it meets the minimum of 100 staff‐hours over 

a 20‐month period per community.   

In addition to staff time, the City of Berkley pledges to make available whenever possible, community 

meeting rooms and access to computers.   

The City of Ferndale will have three staff members sharing the responsibilities of this project.  The City 

Manager, April McGrath, Director of Community and Economic Development Director, Derek Delacourt 
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and Project and Grant Coordinator that will be hired in January will divide their time and participation so 

that it meets the minimum of 100 staff‐hours over a 20‐month period per community.   

In addition to staff time, the City of Ferndale pledges to make available whenever possible, community 

meeting rooms, access to computers and any other support as needed.   

The City of Huntington Woods will have three members of our administrative team committed to  the 

responsibilities of the project.   City Manager Alex Allie, City Planner Bonnie Cook and Finance Director 

Tony Lehmann will all participate and meet the minimum of 100 staff hours per community over the 20 

month period of the  project. 

In addition  to staff commitment,  the City of Huntington Woods will share  in providing meeting areas, 

tours  of  our  projects  and  all  information  mutually  beneficial  to  the  project  with  other  involved 

communities. 

The City of Pleasant Ridge will have three staff members sharing the responsibilities of this project.  The 

City Manager, Sherry W. Ball, City Planner, John Iacoangeli and Assistant City Manager, Scott Pietrak will 

divide  their  time and participation  so  that  it meets  the minimum of 100  staff‐hours over a 20‐month 

period per community.   

In  addition  to  staff  time,  the  City  of  Pleasant  Ridge  pledges  to make  available  whenever  possible, 

community meeting rooms and access to computers.   

The City Manager Donald E.  Johnson, Assistant  to  the City Manager  Stewart Meek,  and  at  least one 

additional  staff member will be utilized  to meet  the  required  commitment of 100 hours over  the 20 

month  period.    The  additional  staff member  will  be  chosen  based  on  the  direction  the  partnering 

communities decide to pursue for the duration of the grant.   

The City of Royal Oak can also provide meeting space as needed. 

b. Collaboration 

Collaborating  for the Multi‐Community Sustainability Planning Partnership  is a  fluid and  logical step  in 

the continuing efforts of the Woodward 5. 

Consisting of the of the Cities of Berkley, Ferndale, Huntington Woods, Pleasant Ridge and Royal Oak the 

W5  is centrally  located along the Woodward Corridor, forming the cultural hot zone  in Metro Detroit.  

Anywhere  you  go  is  never  far  away.    Comprised  of  three  thriving  downtowns  and  established 

neighborhoods,  The Woodward  5  boast  strong  schools  and  a  distinctive,  close‐knit  community  that 

welcome people with a zest for living out loud.   

Given that the Cities of Berkley, Ferndale, Huntington Woods, Pleasant Ridge and Royal Oak are already 

engaged  in a  collaborative partnership, working  together on  this project will be a  relatively  seamless 
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transition.  For the past 3.5 years, the Cities have been meeting on a regular monthly basis to discuss the 

marketing efforts of the Woodward 5.   

Over the past 3.5 years, all five communities have remained active financial and communicative partners 

engaged in the decisions the group has made as a whole.  The length of time that this collaboration has 

proved to be successful will undoubtedly improve the level of success the Cities would have in working 

together for the Multi‐Community Sustainability Planning Partnership.    

In addition to the work the W5 has done to create a brand, identity and marketing materials; the Cities 

collaborated to sponsor a five City trolley that was free and accessible to all residents.  The communities 

also participated in a 5 City Open House featuring homes for sale in a coordinated one day effort.   

Prior to the formation of the W5, strong relationships and collaborations between the Cities had been 

established.  The City of Berkley has contracted with the City of Royal Oak since 2003 to provide animal 

control.  The success of this shared service demonstrates the communities’ willingness to work together 

to  provide  the  highest  quality  service  to  residents  in  the most  efficient  and  financially  responsible 

manner.  Dispatch services have also been shared between the cities of Berkley, Huntington Woods and 

Pleasant  Ridge;  with  Berkley  providing  dispatch  services  for  Huntington Woods  since  1994  and  for 

Pleasant Ridge since 2003.   

The City of Ferndale has provided  fire and  jail service  to  the City of Pleasant Ridge  for over 80 years.  

This successful collaboration illustrates how a larger municipality can work with a smaller one to provide 

a major service that has proven to be beneficial to both.   Similar to the sustainability partnership, this 

partnership  requires  open  communication,  shared  knowledge  and  information,  and  a willingness  to 

work together. 

The  five  Cities  applying  for  this  grant  are  integral  members  in  SOCRRA,  a  municipal  corporation 

consisting of  twelve member municipalities.   Member communities benefit  through  this collaboration 

because  it  saves  communities up  to 25%  for waste and  recycling  services and allows  communities  to 

provide  recycling  services.  Through  SOCCRA  and  SOCWA,  the  communities  illustrate  both  their 

commitment to collaboration and their concern for sustainability.   

The Cities of Ferndale and Royal Oak are part of OAKWAY which has provided fire, mutual aid, personnel 

and equipment for over 50 years.    In addition to this collaborative effort, Royal Oak and Ferndale also 

collaborate on SWAT response.   

The hope and expectation for this partnership is multi‐dimensional.  Very broadly, it will provide another 

outlet  for  the  communities  to  work  together  in  an  effort  to  showcase  the  positive  benefits  that 

collaboration plays  in  the  role of  local government.   Furthermore,  the  issue of  sustainability has  long 

been of interest and concern to each of the communities represented in the W5.  This partnership will 

enable  the Woodward  5  communities  to  develop  a  shared  sustainable  vision.    There  are multiple 

benefits that can be gained from the partnership by all entities involved.   
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c. Sustainability 

For over 10 years, the City of Berkley has allowed mixed use development  in  its downtown as well as 

along the Woodward corridor.  The City’s Master Plan adopted in 2007 continues to embrace mixed‐use 

and  a walkable  City.    In  2010,  the  City  of  Berkley  adopted  a wind  energy  ordinance  permitting  and 

regulating windmills in all zoning districts of the City.  Also in 2010, the City received a grant from SMART 

to  install bicycle racks throughout the City.   In 2011, the City received a grant from the Department of 

Energy.   This  grant enabled  the City  to  install occupancy  sensors  and photocells  at  the City Hall  and 

Library;  install  insulation  in  the  historic  City  Hall;  and  in  concert  with  SOCRRA  establish  a  pilot 

commercial recycling program.  Last year, the City Council passed a Complete Streets resolution and the 

Planning Commission has been working on a master plan update  specifically  focusing on multi‐modal 

transportation  improvements.   The City of Berkley has been designated a “tree City”  for a number of 

consecutive  years.    The  City’s  Environmental  Board  and  Tree  Board work  to  further  promote  issues 

relating to the environment and sustainability.   

The City of Ferndale has for many years focused and prioritized their goals in the area of sustainability. 

Our  library was  recently  renovated  and  is one of  the  first  libraries  to be  LEED  certified. We  recently 

accepted a grant from DTE Energy to host an electric car charging station in our Downtown. The City of 

Ferndale has  recently adopted  the Completes Streets  resolution and  is currently preparing  for a non‐

motorized plan. The City  is currently a partner with the Michigan Suburbs Alliance Energy Office and  is 

participating in study that will assist in energy savings within City facilities. In 2007 City Council created 

the Environmental Sustainability Commission which  is an advisory commission charged with providing 

policy recommendations to the City Council on environmental issues, including, but not limited to, solid 

waste  and  recycling,  alternative  energy  and  energy  reduction,  carbon  output,  pollution  and  water 

quality. Council also adopted an  internal policy  that prohibits  the purchase of bottled water. The City 

remains committed to sustainability and looks forward future efforts that will help support this goal. 

The  City  of Huntington Woods Master  Plan  adopted  in  2008  has  envisioned  a  series  of mixed  used 

developments in the City especially along the Woodward Corridor.  Huntington Woods is a very walkable 

community with a significant amount of bicycle racks and bicycle oriented organizations.    In 2011, the 

City undertook  its first solar energy project with over 3100 square feet of solar panels  installed on the 

roof of the Recreation Center.  Energy improvements have also included grants for new windows as well 

as  the  installation of numerous sensors and photocells  in municipal buildings.   The City of Huntington 

Woods also became the first community within the South Oakland County Resource Recovery Authority 

to establish single stream recycling and  is a national  leader  in recycling. Huntington Woods  is the City 

selected to represent Michigan in the RecycleBank National Competition.  

The City of Pleasant Ridge  is committed to making the City a sustainable community for many years to 

come.   The City  is very  interested  in mass  transit and making  the Community a walkable destination.  

The City has added many new businesses the last two years, including two very successful restaurants.  
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In 2010, we received a grant from SMART to install bicycle racks throughout the City.  Also, the City with 

help  from a  SOCRRA grant established a  commercial  recycling program.   We  continue  to update our 

infrastructure with the reconstruction of a street every year.  In keeping with our Master Plan, the City 

added a 12 unit condominium complex on Woodward Avenue and received Brownfield credits to help 

move that project to completion.  Over the last 5 years the City has planted over 300 trees to keep our 

beautiful landscape and help rebuild our urban forest. 

Royal Oak’s commitment to sustainability is reflected in the City’s mission statement “to provide a safe, 

healthy, and sustainable community”.  The City of Royal Oak has pursued this commitment through the 

establishment of many programs, goals, and objectives that embody the principles of sustainability.    

For example, sustainability  is built  into the City’s Master Plan.   The Master Plan seeks to “enhance the 

mixed  use  environment  downtown  with  emphasis  on  expanded  retail,  office,  entertainment,  and 

housing  compatible with  neighboring  residential  areas.”    The Master  Plan  also  promotes  a walkable 

pedestrian‐friendly  environment,  and  has  sought  to  enhance  and  create  new  public  spaces  by 

reorganizing the Civic Center as a focal point around an open space and plaza to be used for community 

gatherings.  The enhancement of public spaces has included supporting the Royal Oak Farmers Market, 

and working to improve its linkages to Downtown. 

In  addition,  Royal  Oak  is  developing  a  non‐motorized  transportation  system  as  part  of  an  Energy 

Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant  (EECBG).   The project, started  in August 2010,  to create non‐

motorized  transportation  infrastructure  and  improve  policies  to  promote  the  use  of  non‐motorized 

transportation  will  improve  the  health  and  livability  of  the  community.    This  program  will  lead  to 

healthier lifestyles, improved air and water quality, and a more energy efficient transportation system.  

The  EECBG  program  has  also  allowed  for  the  energy  efficient  retrofitting  of  the  City Hall  and  Police 

Department.   A new energy efficient boiler, T‐8  lighting, LED exit signs, and vending machine controls 

were  installed  in the buildings resulting  in over $130,000 of projected energy savings over the next six 

years.  The retrofitting project was completed by Johnson Controls, Inc. (JCI) 

The  City  has  an  ongoing  relationship  with  JCI  to  help  meet  the  sustainability  goals  of  the  City.  

Retrofitting, monitoring,  and  energy  efficiency  projects  have  occurred  at  the  Department  of  Public 

Services (DPS) Complex, the Ice Arena, and a City parking garage.  As of 2009, these projects resulted in 

the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions equivalent to 2,300 barrels of oil.          

Furthermore,  the City of Royal Oak maintains a  residential, business, and  school  recycling program  in 

which  collection  is  contracted  through  the  Southeastern  Oakland  Resource  Recovery  Authority 

(SOCRRA).    The  City  also  participates  in  this  recycling  program  with  recycling  receptacles  available 

throughout City buildings. 

As a final example, an objective of the City is to “develop a plan to encourage artists and promote public 

art  in  Royal Oak”  as  part  of  a  greater  community  goal  to  “preserve  neighborhoods  by  encouraging 

community  involvement  and  family  activities;  and  further,  to  be  recognized  as  a  destination  for 
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entertainment, recreation and cultural opportunities”.   In light of this directive, the City Commission is 

considering  the  foundation of a Commission  for  the Arts  that would encourage and  support arts and 

cultural development in Royal Oak.  

 
3.  Letters of Support – See 3rd Attachment 

 
Please fill in a single point contact for this proposal below 

FROM:  

Organization: __  City of Berkley_____________________________ 
Contact Person: _Jane Bais‐DiSessa, City Manager________________  
Phone Number: _248‐658‐3350______________________________  
Email: _________jbais‐disessa@berkleymich.net________________ 
 
Solicitation Event Title: Sustainability Grant  
 
Solicitation Event Number: 002015  
 
Due Date: 12‐8‐2011 Time: 5:00 PM E.T. Buyer: AJK  
 

Proposal  form  pages  (1‐4)  must  be  returned  with  your  response.  Response  must  be  submitted 

electronically to purchasing@oakgov.com 



City of Berkley 
3338 Coolidge Highway, Berkley, MI 48072 

December 8, 2011 

Dan Hunter, Manager 
Oakland County Planning & Economic Development Services 
2100 Pontiac Lake Rd. 
Waterford, MI 48328 

Dear Mr. Hunter: 

"We Care" 

Office of the 
Mayor 

248-546-2470 
Fax 248-546-2406 

I am writing to express my strong support and commitment for Oakland County's Multi-Community Sustainability 

Planning Partnership. As Mayor of the City of Berkley it is my responsibility to have a focus and concentrated 

effort on issues of sustainability. 

The opportunity to work with surrounding communities on this project provides an added benefit to the 

sustainability plan that will be developed for my community. As the chief elected official in the City of Berkley, I 

believe it is more important than ever for Cities to find new and innovative ways to work together. 

To illustrate our commitment to this partnership, the City of Berkley is willing to expend multiple staff hours 

dedicated to the project and will continue to utilize the findings into the future. This partnership will allow our 

City's existing sustainability efforts and future goals to continue moving in the right direction. 

It is vital to the success of the partnership that the full City Council and the Planning Commission be kept informed 

of the process and eventual award of the grant. Issues of sustainability are already a focus and both boards and 

official support for the sustainability planning process should not be difficult to confirm with either the Planning 

Commission or City Council. In order for the partnership to be successful, resolutions will be drafted by both 

bodies before work would begin. 

The City of Berkley is very excited about this possible partnership. Collaboration and sustainability are both issues 

that will continue to be critical to communities in future years. The chance to improve efforts to provide a more 

sustainable environment for staff and residents while working with surrounding communities is a wonderful 

prospect. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call the City Manager, Jane Bais-DiSessa at 248-658-3350. 

Sincerely, 

~ ( cJ. 
J. I!\, \() C~,, ' l-i-v--J 

' , j 
Dr. Phil O'Dwyer ./ 

? / 

Mayor 

Cc: Berkley City Council 



ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 

Mayor ROllald F. GiII"am 
Mayor Pro-Tem Jules Ols",all 
City Manager Alex R. Allie 

December 8, 2011 

Dan Hunter 

Commissioner Mary L. White 
Commissioner Robert Paul 
Commissioner Jeff Jellks 

Oakland County Planning & Economic Development Services 
2100 Pontiac Lake Rd 
Waterford, MI 48328 

Dear Mr. Hunter; 

I wish to extend my strong support and commitment for consideration of Oakland County's 
Planning & Economic Development Services Local Model Showcase Sustainability Partnership. 
As the Mayor of the City of Huntington Woods, I can assure you our primary goal has been 
sustainability. 

We very much look forward to working with our neighbors in the Woodward 5 on a project 
which will be mutually beneficial to all five cities. In this era of limited economic resources, it is 
more important than ever that we find methods of collaboration. The City of Huntington Woods 
is committed to the partnership and providing the staff hours necessary to explore alternatives and 
utilize our findings for future endeavors. The City of Huntington Woods will also commit the 
resources and partnership of our City Commission, Planning Commission, Historic Commission 
and other City Boards whose goal is sustainability. The timing could not be better for us as we 
embark upon a future looking at alternative modes of transportation, walkability, and mixed used 
housing. 

The City of Huntington Woods is very enthusiastic about this upcoming partnership. Working 
with our sister cities will be exciting and worthwhile. We believe it will payoff for many years to 
come. If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me or City 
Manager Alex R. Allie at 248 541-4300. 

Thank you for your cooperation and consideration. 

Sincerely, 
The City of Huntington Woods 

'k~~~ 
Ronald G. Gillham 
Mayor 

26815 Scotia Road Huntington Woods, Michigan 48070 Phone: (248) 541-4300 
E-mail hwcity @ ci.huntington-woods.mi . us 

Fax: (248) 541-3412 



MAYOR 
DAVID COULTER 

CITY COUNCIL 
KATE BAKER 

T. SCOTT GALLOWAY 
MICHAEL B. LENNON 

MELANIE PlANA 

300 EAST NINE MILE ROAD 

FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 48220-1797 

PHONE: (248) 546-2360 

CITY MANAGER 
APRIL L McGRATH 

Mr. Dan Hunter, Manager 
Oakland County Planning & 

Economic Development Services 
2100 Pontiac Lake Road W 
Waterford, Michigan 48328 

Dear Mr. Hunter. 

FAX: (248) 546-2369 

ferndale-mi. com 

December 8, 2011 

GOOD 
NEIGHBORS 

I am writing to express my strong support and commitment for Oakland County's Multi-Community 
Sustainability Planning Partnership. As Mayor of the City of Femdale, it is my responsibility to have a 
focus and concentrated effort on issues of sustainability. 

The opportunity to work with surrounding communities on this project provides an added benefit to the 
sustainability plan that will be developed for my Community. As the chief elected official in the City of 
Ferndale, I believe it is more important than ever for cities to find new and innovative ways to work 
together. 

To illustrate our commitment to this partnership, the City of Ferndale is willing to expend multiple staff 
hours dedicated to the project and will continue to utilize the findings into the future. This partnership will 
allow our City's existing sustainability efforts and Mure goals to continue moving in the right direction. 

The City of Ferndale is also willing to provide meeting space, materials and other assistance as needed 
for this grant opportunity. 

It is vital to the success of the partnership that the full City Council and the Planning Commission be kept 
informed of the process and eventual award of the grant. Issues of sustainability are already a focus and 
both boards and official support for the sustain ability planning process should not be difficult to confirm 
with either the Planning Commission or City Council. In order for the partnership to be successful, 
Resolutions will be drafted by both bodies before work would begin. 

The City of Femdale is very excited about this possible partnership. Collaboration and sustainability are 
both issues that will continue to be critical to communities in future years. The chance to improve efforts 
to provide a more sustainable environment for staff and residents while working with surrounding 
communities is a wonderful prospect. 

If you have any further questions or seek more information, please contact Femdale City Manager April 
McGrath at 248-546-2360 

Sj~ 

( ~( 
c..:--

Mayor David Coulter 

DWC/saa 



CITY OF PLEASANT RIDGE 

December 8, 2011 

Dan Hunter, Manager 
Oakland County Planning & Economic Development Services 
2100 Pontiac Lake Rd . 
Waterford, MI 48328 

Dear Mr. Hunter: 

I am writing to express my strong support and commitment for Oakland County's Planning Multi-Community 

Sustainability Planning Partnership. As Mayor of Pleasant Ridge it is my responsibility to have a focus and 

concentrated effort on issues of sustainability. 

The opportunity to work with surrounding communities on this project provides an added benefit to the sustainability 

plan that will be developed for my community. As the chief elected official in the City of Pleasant Ridge, I believe it is 

more important than ever for Cities to find new and innovative ways to work together. 

To illustrate our commitment to this partnership, the City of Pleasant Ridge is willing to expend multiple staff hours 

dedicated to the project and will continue to utilize the findings into the future. This partnership will allow our City's 

existing sustainability efforts and future goals to continue moving in the right direction. 

It is vital to the success of the partnership that the full City Commission and the Planning Commission be kept 

informed of the process and eventual award of the grant. Issues of sustainability are already a focus and both boards 

and official support for the sustainability planning process should not be difficult to confirm with either the Planning 

Commission or City Commission. In order for the partnership to be successful, resolutions will be drafted by both 

bodies before work would begin. 

The City of Pleasant Ridge is very excited about this possible partnership. Collaboration and sustainability are both 

issues that will continue to be critical to communities in future years. The chance to improve efforts to provide a 

more sustainable environment for staff and residents while working with surrounding communities is a wonderful 

prospect. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to call the City Manager, Sherry W. Ball at 248-541-2900. 

Sincerely, 

Ralph A. Castell Jr. 
Mayor 



Donald E. Johnson 
City Manager 

December 8, 2011 

Dan Hunter, Manager 
Oakland County Planning & Economic Development Services 
2100 Pontiac Lake Rd. 
Waterford, MI 48328 

Dear Mr. Hunter: 

ak 
211 Williams St. 

Royal Oak, MI 
48068-0064 

(248) 246-3200 
FAX (248) 246-3002 

DonJ @cLroval-oak.mi.us 

I am writing to express my strong support and commitment for Oakland County's Multi-Community 
Sustainability Planning Partnership. As City Manager of Royal Oak, it is my responsibility to have a focus and 
concentrated effort on issues of sustainability. 

The opportunity to work with surrounding communities on this project provides an added benefit to the 
sustainability plan that will be developed for my community. As the chief administrative official in the City of 
Royal Oak, I believe it is more important than ever for cities to find new and innovative ways to work together. 

To illustrate our commitment to this partnership, the City of Royal Oak is willing to expend multiple staff hours 
dedicated to the project and will continue to utilize the findings into the future. This partnership will allow our 
City's existing sustainability efforts and future goals to continue moving in the right direction. 

It is vital to the success of the partnership that the full City Commission and the Plan Commission be kept 
informed of the process and eventual award of the grant. Issues of sustainability are already a focus, and both 
boards and official support for the sustainability planning process should not be difficult to confirm with either 
the Plan Commission or City Commission. In order for the partnership to be successful, resolutions will be 
drafted by both bodies before work would begin. 

The City of Royal Oak is very excited about this possible partnership. Collaboration and sustainability are both 
issues that will continue to be critical to communities in future years. The chance to improve efforts to provide 
a more sustainable environment for staff and residents while working with surrounding communities is a 
wonderful prospect. 

Sincerely, 

Donald E. Johnson 
City Manager 
City of Royal Oak 
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Sustainability Resolution 
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(See pages 4 and 5) 

 



City Commission 
January 23, 2012 
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A Special Meeting of the Royal Oak City Commission was held on Monday, January 23, 2012, in Room 
309 of City Hall, 211 Williams, Royal Oak. The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Ellison at 7:00 p.m. 
Present were Mayor Ellison, Mayor Pro Tem Capello, Commissioner DuBuc, Commissioner Fournier, 
Commissioner Poulton and Commissioner Rasor. Also present were City Manager Johnson, City Attorney 
Gillam, and City Clerk Halas.  
 
Adjourned to Closed Session  
 
 Moved by Commissioner Rasor 
 Seconded by Commissioner Poulton 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby adjourns to Closed Session for purposes of 
 Attorney/Client Privilege and Collective Bargaining. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
 

AYES:  Commissioner Fournier, Mayor Pro Tem Capello, Commissioner Poulton,  
  Commissioner Rasor, Commissioner DuBuc and Mayor Ellison 

 
 NAYS:  None 
 
 ABSENT: Commissioner Goodwin (7:08pm) 
 
 MOTION ADOPTED 

* * * * * 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Royal Oak City Commission was held on Monday, January 23, 2012, in the City 
Hall, 211 Williams, Royal Oak. The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Ellison at 7:36 p.m. 
 
Mayor Ellison gave the Invocation. Everyone present gave the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

ROLL CALL PRESENT ABSENT 
   
Mayor Ellison  
   
Mayor Pro Tem Capello  
Commissioners DuBuc  
 Fournier  
 Goodwin  
 Poulton  
 Rasor  

* * * * * 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Mayor Ellison read a list of upcoming board/committee meetings and special events. 
 

* * * * * 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ms. Carol Hennessey, 258 E. 12 Mile Road, announced they will hold the St. Patrick’s Day Parade this 
year. The Oakland County AOH will hold a spaghetti dinner fundraiser at the VFW (4th & Troy) on 
February 16th. The parade will be Saturday, March 10th.  
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Ms. Shelly Kemp, 2612 Shenandoah, announced the Royal Oak Youth Assistance Bowl-a-thon will be 
held February 26, 2012 at Thunderbird Lanes. Contact the office at 248-546-8282 or bowlathon.net  
 
County Commissioner Craig Covey, 276 W Breckenridge, gave an update on Oakland County 
Redistricting. He discussed a resolution they put together asking the Michigan Department of Corrections 
to look at new criteria regarding determining early release of inmates. 
 
Mr. George Gomez, 2018 Guthrie, supported Fifth Avenue Billiards request for a dance permit. 
 
Ms. Terri Garrett, 811 Florence, sought support for the Royal Oak Community Farm. They needed to find 
a new location due to issues with flooding. She mentioned the benefits of the farm. 
 
Ms. Samantha Glover, Shay Sounds, 919 S Main Street, supported Fifth Avenue Billiards. It was well run 
and a great space. The owners were there every night.  
 
Mr. George Greenough, 3807 Crooks, spoke in support of a dance permit for Fifth Avenue Billiards. 
 
Mr. William Shaw, 3022 Woodslee, spoke regarding the Strategic Planning Session. It was an exercise in 
futility. The branding of the community, especially the downtown was a good idea. He spoke in support of 
local associations. He asked the City to do something about the house on his street that was destroyed 
by fire several months ago. 
 
Ms. Jennifer Payne, 1522 McLean, spoke on behalf of the Royal Oak Community Farm. She would like to 
see it stay in Royal Oak. 
 
Mr. Gary Baglio, 520 N. West, spoke in support of a dance permit for Fifth Avenue Billiards. 
 

* * * * * 
 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Item 20 was moved to before item 19. 
 
 Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 Seconded by Commissioner Goodwin 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby approves the agenda for the January 23, 
2012 meeting as amended. 

 
 ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

* * * * * 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Poulton 
 Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 

BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby approves the consent agenda as follows: 
 

A. BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission Minutes of January 9, 2012 are hereby 
approved. 

 
B. BE IT RESOLVED that the claims of January 13 and 24, 2012 audited by the Department 

of Finance are hereby approved. 
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C. BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby approves the Amendment to 
Contract with Cornerstone Benefits, LLC. 

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to execute 

the Agreement on behalf of the City. 
 

D. BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission approves the renewal of the Letter of 
 Agreement with Counseling Associates for the 2012 calendar year. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and City Clerk are authorized to execute 
 the Letter of Agreement on behalf of the City. 

 
 ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

* * * * * 
 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 
DEMOLITION OF 303 WOODLAWN 

 
Ms. Dimitia Gray and Mr. Derrick White, represented HUD as owners of the property. They asked to be 
allowed to market the property during the spring selling season.  
 
Mayor Ellison opened the Public Hearing 
 
Mr. Robert Krajicek, 310 Woodlawn, has been looking at this structure for years. Three different parties 
have attempted to rehab it and walked away. It’s a blight on the neighborhood. He implored the 
Commission to move forward with demolition. 
 
Mr. Roger Martin, 223 Woodlawn, has lived on Woodlawn for 30 years. This house has half the siding 
missing. Animals and kids hang out there. It’s a hazard .It needs to be demolished. 
 
Ms. Sarah Maguire, 413 Woodlawn, stated the house is not safe or salable. It has been deteriorating for 
years. It’s not secure or safe. Turn the lot into a park. It is an embarrassment to the neighborhood. 
 
Mr. Tom Dunstan, 302 Woodlawn, lives directly across from the property. In his opinion the house wasn’t 
repairable. The basement is shallow and substandard. The north side of the house is right on the property 
line. The City should not consider saving the house. 
 
Ms. Elsa Silverman, 317 Woodlawn, moved into her home 10 ½ years ago and the property was an 
eyesore back then. It might be more practical to tear it down and allow someone to build a new house. 
 
Mr. Orest Melnyk, 318 Woodlawn, felt the house was far from being safe. Kids climb on the tower next to 
the house.  He asked that the house be demolished to make it a better neighborhood. 
 
There being no one else who wished to speak the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Rasor 
 Seconded by Commissioner Goodwin 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby orders the demolition of the building(s) 
 located at 303 Woodlawn. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby orders the Building Official to 
 seek bids for the demolition of the building(s) located at 303 Woodlawn. 
 
 ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

* * * 
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DEMOLITION OF 620-646 WEST ELEVEN MILE ROAD 

 
Commissioner DuBuc left the Table at 8:43 p.m. and returned at 8:45 p.m. 
 
Mr. Mike Barjaktarovich owns the property in question. He gave a brief history of the project. He believed 
it was in the best interest of the city not to demolish the structure. If he finds a buyer they could have 
residential properties there within a year. 
 
Mayor Ellison opened the Public Hearing. 
 
Mr. Sang Lee, 688 E. 11 Mile, was concerned about damage to the sewer or sprinkler system if the 
structure was demolished. Who would finish the parking lot if it’s demolished? 
 
There being no one else who wished to speak the Public Hearing was closed. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Poulton 
 Seconded by Commissioner  
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby orders the demolition of the building(s) 
 located at 620-646 West Eleven Mile Road.  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby orders the Building Official to 
 seek bids for the demolition of the building(s) located at 620-646 West Eleven Mile Road. 
 
MOTION DIES FOR LACK OF SUPPORT 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Rasor 
 Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Demolition of 620-646 West Eleven Mile Road be Tabled for 90 days 
conditioned upon the owner presenting evidence within 14 days of liability insurance on the 
property, improving the fence within two weeks and provide evidence the property has either 
been sold or listed with a commercial broker within 30 days. 

 
 AYES: Commissioners DuBuc, Fournier, Goodwin, Rasor, Mayor Pro Tem Capello and Mayor  
  Ellison 
 
 NAYS: Commissioner Poulton 
 
 MOTION ADOPTED 
 

* * * * * 
 

WOODWARD 5 SUSTAINABILITY PARTNERSHIP GRANT 
 
Commissioner Rasor left the table at 9:27 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 Seconded by Commissioner Goodwin 
 
 WHEREAS, the Woodward 5 Cities of Royal Oak, Berkley, Ferndale, Huntington Woods, and 
 Pleasant Ridge have been active proponents of collaboration and sustainability; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Cities of Royal Oak, Berkley, Ferndale, Huntington Woods, and Pleasant Ridge 
 were recently awarded Oakland County’s Multi-Community Sustainability Partnership Grant; and 
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 WHEREAS, the Cities of Royal Oak, Berkley, Ferndale, Huntington Woods, and Pleasant Ridge 
 are committed to the development of a Woodward 5 Sustainability Partnership integrating 
 economic, community and environmental goals; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the Woodward 5 communities are committed to using the partnership to continue to 
 advance collaborative efforts that identify opportunities for improved local community 
 development, transportation, energy, environmental, housing, and cultural sustainability through 
 the development of an action plan; and  
 
 WHEREAS, the Woodward 5 communities have a proven track record of successfully planning 
 and implementing livable and sustainable communities through the implementation of economic, 
 social and environmental programs, ordinances and policies;  
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Royal Oak hereby authorizes the 
 formation of a Woodward 5 Sustainability Partnership between the Cities of Royal Oak, Berkley, 
 Ferndale, Huntington Woods, Pleasant Ridge and Oakland County to collaborate and create an 
 inter-jurisdictional sustainability plan. 
 
 AYES:  Commissioners DuBuc, Fournier, Goodwin, Poulton, Mayor Pro Tem Capello and 
   Mayor Ellison 
 
 NAYS:  None 
 
 ABSENT: Commissioner Rasor 
 
 MOTION ADOPTED  
 
Commissioner Goodwin left the Table at 9:33 p.m. 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Capello volunteered to be on the committee. 
 

* * * * * 
 

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Poulton 
 Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED the City Commission declares the equipment listed in CL# 007-12 surplus and 
 authorizes the sale of those items at the next scheduled Auction. All net proceeds for equipment 
 to be deposited into Motor Pool revenue account #661.000.69301. 
 
 AYES:  Commissioners DuBuc, Fournier, Poulton, Mayor Pro Tem Capello and Mayor  
   Ellison 
 
 NAYS:  None 
 
 ABSENT: Commissioners Goodwin and Rasor 
 
 MOTION ADOPTED  
 
 

* * * * * 
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NATIONAL LEAGUE OF CITIES 
SEWER WARRANTY PROGRAM 

 
Commissioner Goodwin returned to the Table at 9:35 p.m. Commissioner Rasor returned to the Table at 
9:36 p.m. Commissioner Poulton left the Table at 9:38 p.m. and returned at 9:40 p.m. 
 
The Commission requested additional information before making a decision on the program. 
 

* * * * * 
 

LEGAL SERVICES HALLAHAN AND ASSOCIATES 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Rasor 
 Seconded by Commissioner Fournier 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the proposed Agreement for Legal 
 Services with Hallahan and Associates, P.C. 
 
 ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

* * * * * 
 

LIQUOR CONTROL COMMITTEE 
BURGRZ ROYAL OAK, INC., 410 S MAIN 

 
 Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 Seconded by Commissioner Poulton 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby recommends that the request from Burgrz 
Royal Oak, Inc. for a new Development District Class C Liquor License pursuant to MCL 
43631521a(1)(b)(iii) for use at 410 S. Main Street be considered for approval. It is the consensus 
of this legislative body that the application be approved for issuance “ABOVE ALL OTHERS”, for 
the following reasons: 

 
• total number of similar licenses in the City, 
• input from residents and surrounding business owners, 
• impact of the establishment on surrounding businesses and neighborhoods, 
• substantial renovation of an existing building, 
• policing requirements, 
• business history, 
• business experience, 
• Liquor Control Commission violation history, 
• ratio of food to alcohol sales, 
• percentage of floor area devoted to dining versus bar area, 
• size of bar area, 
• no dance floor,  
• type or character of the establishment,  
• overall benefit of the plan to the City of Royal Oak, and 
• other unspecified factors having a positive effect on the health, safety and welfare and/or the 

best interests of the community. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed Plan of Operation for Burgrz Restaurant dated 
 December 13, 2011 is approved. 
 
 AYES: Commissioners DuBuc, Fournier, Poulton, Rasor, Mayor Pro Tem Capello and Mayor  
  Ellison 
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 NAYS: Commissioner Goodwin 
 
 MOTION ADOPTED  

* * * 
 

NORTHERN UNITED BREWING COMPANY, LLC, 218 S MAIN 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Poulton 

Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby recommends that the request from Northern 
United Brewing Company, LLC for a new Small Wine Maker License, a new Micro Brewer 
License, and a new Small Distiller License with Sunday Sales a.m. and p.m., two Outdoor Service 
Permits, and Official Permit (Food) for use at 218 S. Main Street be APPROVED, for the following 
reasons: 

 
• total number of similar licenses in the City, 
• input from residents and surrounding business owners, 
• impact of the establishment on surrounding businesses and neighborhoods, 
• amount to be invested in the establishment, 
• substantial renovation of an existing building, 
• policing requirements, 
• business history, 
• business experience, 
• Liquor Control Commission violation history, 
• ratio of food to alcohol sales, 
• no dance floor, 
• type or character of the establishment, 
• overall benefit of the plan to the City of Royal Oak, and 
• other unspecified factors having a positive effect on the health, safety and welfare and/or the 

best interests of the community. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the proposed Plan of Operation for Jolly Pumpkin Artisan Ales 
 dated October 17, 2011 is approved. 
 
 ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

* * * 
 

FIFTH AVENUE, 215 W FIFTH AVENUE 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Poulton 
 Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the following amendments to the 
 Plan of Operation for Hawkwater, Ltd. d/b/a Fifth Avenue: 
 

• The amended plan for interior use and layout,  
• The amended hours of operation, and 
• The amended language regarding the use of the Outdoor Service area. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the request from 
Hawkwater, Ltd. for an Entertainment Permit, contingent upon the execution of the City’s 
Entertainment Agreement. 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized to execute 
the Entertainment Agreement on behalf of the City. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that at this time, the City Commission hereby denies the request 
from Hawkwater, Ltd, for a Dance Permit. 

 
 Moved by Commissioner Rasor 
 Seconded by Commissioner Fournier 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the motion be amended to include approval of the Dance Permit 
 contingent upon execution of the standard Dance Permit Agreement and authorize the Mayor and 
 City Clerk to execute the Dance Permit on behalf of the City. 
 
 AYES: Commissioners DuBuc, Fournier, Goodwin, Rasor and Mayor Ellison 
 
 NAYS: Commissioner Poulton and Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 
 MOTION ADOPTED 
 
MOTION NOW READS: 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the following amendments to the 
 Plan of Operation for Hawkwater, Ltd. d/b/a Fifth Avenue: 
 

• The amended plan for interior use and layout,  
• The amended hours of operation, and 
• The amended language regarding the use of the Outdoor Service area. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the request from 
Hawkwater, Ltd. for an Entertainment Permit, contingent upon the execution of the City’s 
Entertainment Agreement. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized to execute 
the Entertainment Agreement on behalf of the City. 
 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Commission hereby approves the request from 
 Hawkwater, Ltd, for a Dance Permit contingent upon execution of the standard Dance Permit 
 Agreement. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Clerk are hereby authorized to execute 
 the Dance Permit on behalf of the City. 
 
 AYES: Commissioners DuBuc, Fournier, Goodwin, Rasor and Mayor Ellison 
 
 NAYS: Commissioner Poulton and Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 
 MOTION ADOPTED 

* * * * * 
 

STRATEGIC PLAN 
 
Commissioner Rasor and Mayor Ellison left the Table at 10:27 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Capello ran the 
meeting in the Mayor’s absence.  
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Mayor Pro Tem Capello wanted to change the language from “Allow for the payment of parking tickets at 
City Hall as well as the Court building” to “explore the possibility of allowing payment of parking tickets at 
City Hall as well as the Court building.” 
 
Commissioner Rasor returned to the Table at 10:29 PM. 
 
City Attorney Gillam noted that State approval would be needed. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Poulton 
 Seconded by Commissioner DuBuc 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Royal Oak City Commission hereby incorporates and adopts the Fiscal 
 Year 2011/2012 Goals and Objectives attached to Commission Letter #011-12 as our Strategic 
 Plan. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Goal of Operations, Objective 3 be amended from “Allow 
for the payment of parking tickets at City Hall as well as the Court building” to read “Explore the 
possibility of allowing payment of parking tickets at City Hall as well as the Court building.”  

 
 AYES:  Commissioners DuBuc, Fournier, Goodwin, Poulton, Rasor and Mayor Pro Tem  
   Capello 
 
 NAYS:  None 
 
 ABSENT: Mayor Ellison 
 

MOTION ADOPTED 
* * * * * 

 
HOTEL MOTEL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
Mayor Ellison returned to the Table at 10:34 p.m. 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Poulton 
 Seconded by Commissioner Rasor 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED, the Royal Oak City Commission hereby requests the Application for Change 
 of Ownership submitted by the City Motel be returned to the affected city departments for further 
 investigation and information; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Royal Oak City Commission requires the city department(s) 
 staff responsible to inspect the property; obtain an updated Plan of Operation: and acquire a 
 current report of tenants who are occupying the City Motel for more than 30-days; and  
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Royal Oak City Commission directs the city administration to 
 oversee a review of fees associated with the licensing of Hotel Motel properties by the city 
 departments involved, with each department calculating their current actual costs, revising the fee 
 schedule, and returning their final recommendation for revisions to the fee schedule to the City 
 Commission for consideration; and   
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Royal Oak City Commission directs the city administration to 
 have notices sent to all Hotel Motel licensed properties requiring them to file updated Plans of 
 Operation with the city. 
 
 ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

* * * * * 
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FY 2011-2012 BUDGET AMENDMENTS 

SECOND AMENDMENT 
 
 Moved by Commissioner Rasor 
 Seconded by Commissioner DuBuc 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby approves the fiscal year 2011/12 amended 
 budgets for the following funds: 
 

General Fund  
 General Government 9,243,950 
 Community and Economic Development 174,120 
 Health and Welfare 783,570 
 Public Safety 22,473,270 
 Public Works 1,086,550 
 Recreation and Culture 1,222,140 
 Transfers Out 232,130 
   
 Expenditures Total 35,215,730 
   
 Taxes 16,537,870 
 Licenses and Permits 1,367,700 
 Grants 5,731,500 
 Charges for Services 3,732,410 
 Fines and Forfeitures 3,291,000 
 Interest and Rentals 289,040 
 Contributions and Donations 6,000 
 Reimbursements 363,320 
 Other Revenues 65,000 
 Transfers In 2,118,400 
 Use of Fund Balance 1,713,490 
   
 Revenues, Transfers and Use of Fund Balance 35,215,730 
   

   

Solid Waste Fund  
 Expenditures Total 6,495,300 
 Revenues, Transfers and Use of Fund Balance 6,495,300 
   
DDA - Development Fund  
 Expenditures Total 2,578,480 
 Revenues, Transfers and Use of Fund Balance 2,578,480 
   
Library Millage Fund  
 Expenditures Total 2,335,440 
 Revenues, Transfers and Use of Fund Balance 2,335,440 
   
CDBG Fund  
 Expenditures Total 2,061,570 
 Revenues, Transfers and Use of Fund Balance 2,061,570 
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Housing Fund  
 Expenditures Total 1,349,590 
 Revenues, Transfers and Use of Fund Balance 1,349,590 
   
State Construction Code Fund  
 Expenditures Total 1,219,800 
 Revenues, Transfers and Use of Fund Balance 1,219,800 
   
Senior Citizen Services Fund  
 Expenditures Total 534,600 
 Revenues, Transfers and Use of Fund Balance 534,600 
   
Miscellaneous Grants Fund  
 Expenditures Total 959,710 
 Revenues, Transfers and Use of Fund Balance 959,710 

 
ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

* * * * * 
 

FY 2010-2011 CORRECTIVE ACTION 
AND DEFICIT REDUCTION PLAN 

 
 Moved by Commissioner Rasor 
 Seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby approves the deficit elimination plan for the 
 General Liability Self-insurance fund and the corrective action plan. 
 
 ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY 

* * * * * 
 

FINANCIAL UPDATES 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Capello wanted a verbal report at each or at least every other City Commission meeting 
on exactly where they were with the budget. 
 
Mayor Ellison requested a report at the second meeting in February with the best projections for the end 
of January. 

* * * * * 
 

REQUEST TO FILL VACANCY 
FINANCE DEPARTMENT 

 
 Moved by Commissioner Rasor 
 Seconded by Commissioner Fournier 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED that the City Commission hereby approves the filling of the budgeted vacant 
 full-time Payroll Clerk position with a full-time Accountant. 
 
 AYES: Commissioners DuBuc, Fournier, Goodwin, Rasor and Mayor Ellison 
 
 NAYS: Commissioner Poulton and Mayor Pro Tem Capello 
 
 MOTION ADOPTED 
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* * * * * 
 
Upon Motion of Commissioner Poulton, Seconded by Commissioner Rasor, and adopted unanimously, 
the Regular Meeting was adjourned at 11:34 p.m. 
 
 

__________________________________ 
Melanie Halas, City Clerk 

 
The foregoing Minutes of the Regular Meeting held on January 23, 2012, having been officially approved 
by the City Commission on Monday, February 6, 2012, are hereby signed this sixth day of February 2012. 
 
 
 
____________________________________ 
James B. Ellison, Mayor 
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No. Indicator Units What it Measures Why it is Relevant Who Reports This How Often is it Measured Endnote

COMMUNITY
Strong Engagement with Science, Arts, Historical & Cultural Programs and Institutions

Number of Events
Total Number of 

Events

Number of a defined group of community‐

sponsored events, excluding the Woodward 

Dream Cruise.  Arts, Beats, and Eats is 

tracked separately for the City of Royal Oak

Events draw residents and visitors to the 

local community, showcasing local 

businesses and community character
Local Communities Annually

Attendance at 

Events
Total Attendance

Attendance at a defined group of 

community‐sponsored events, excluding the 

Woodward Dream Cruise.  Arts, Beats, and 

Eats is tracked separately for the City of 

Royal Oak

Events draw residents and visitors to the 

local community, showcasing local 

businesses and community character
Local Communities Annually

Resident Volunteers
% Resident 

Volunteers

Percentage of volunteers for selected 

community‐sponsored events that are 

resident of local community

Volunteerism is a measurement of the 

degree to which residents engage in the 

community

Local Communities Annually

2
Arts & Culture Program 

Spending
% Public Funds

Percentage of local community's General 

Fund Budget that is spent on arts and 

cultural programs in the local community
Local Communities Annually

Civically and Socially Active and Engaged
Community Events

Resident Volunteers
% Resident 

Percentage of volunteers for selected 

community‐sponsored events that are 

Volunteerism is a measurement of the 

degree to which residents engage in the 
Local Communities Annually

Woodward 5 ‐ Sustainability Indicators ‐  Definitions

1 Community Events

1

Resident Volunteers
Volunteers resident of local community community

Local Communities Annually

Well‐Educated

3
Residents with Bachelors 

Degree or Higher Degree
% Population

The percentage of adult residents with a 

Bachelor’s degree 

An educated residential population lends 

to increased average incomes, higher 

value homes and an increased tax base
US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov

4
W5 Public Schools Racial 

Diversity

All Students, K‐12, 

Combined W5 

Districts 

The probability that two randomly selected 

students within a school will be of a 

different race. Used the following races/ 

ethnicities: White, Black, American Indian, 

Asian, Hispanic/Latino. Measures the racial 

diversity of a school 100 is totally diverse 

community, 0 is a school of only one race

Racial diversity in schools contributes to 

well‐rounded student body and help to 

build tolerance.

Source data is from Michigan 

Department of Education
Annually

5
High School Graduation 

Rates

% Students in 4‐Year 

Cohort, Combined 

W5 Districts

Percentage of students in 4‐year cohort that 

graduate with the cohort

High school graduates have a higher 

earning potential and are more likely to 

contribute to the economic engine of the 

community.

Michigan Department of Education Annually
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No. Indicator Units What it Measures Why it is Relevant Who Reports This How Often is it Measured Endnote

Woodward 5 ‐ Sustainability Indicators ‐  Definitions

Physically Healthy Community

7 Walkability

% Residential Parcels 

within 1/4 mile of a 

Commercial Parcel

Residential parcels, including private family 

and multi‐family, located within ½ of a 

significant commercial or office parcels, 

measured along the road network

Access to commercial or office centers by 

walking or biking contributes to a healthy 

lifestyle and a vibrant community Oakland County On Demand

Health Insurance 

Coverage

Public % Residents Insured
US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov

Private % Residents Insured
US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov

9 Recreational Pathways
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile

The miles of recreational trails, non‐

motorized pathways, and bike lanes per 

square mile

Recreational pathways provide safe 

opportunities for exercise in a natural 

area, and they are an alternative to 

protected natural areas, which can be 

negatively impacted by recreational 

activities

Oakland County On Demand Oakland County GIS

10 Transit Access

% Residential and 

Business Units Within 

1/4 of Bus Stop

Percent of residential parcels and businesses 

located within ½ mile of a SMART bus stop, 

measured along the road network

Resident access to public transportation 

is a key component of a motorized 

infrastructure system Oakland County On Demand Oakland County GIS

Diverse Community

ff b l

% Income used for 

Housing (ownership)

The average percent of regional median 

income compared to the average home 

Affordable home ownership is key to a 

thriving community
US Census ‐ American Community

ll h //f f

8

11 Affordability
Housing (ownership) 

based on Regional 

Median Income

value in the community (based on current 

mortgages)

US Census   American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov

12 Racial Diversity Index  0‐100

The probability that two randomly selected 

people within a community will be of a 

different race. Used the following races/ 

ethnicities: White, Black, American Indian, 

Asian, Hispanic/Latino. Measures the racial 

diversity of a community. 100 is totally 

diverse community, 0 is a community of only 

one race

Diverse communities help people relate 

to and know people of different cultures 

thereby increasing understanding, 

reducing conflicts, and improving 

neighborliness.  US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Every 10 years

Did not use Non Hispanic White, Blacks and Asians  ‐ but 

can do this for the future so there is some overlap

13 Same‐Sex Households % Households

The percentage of households that are 

occupied by same‐sex couples

Indicates that the community is open, 

tolerant, and welcoming to alternative 

lifestyles???

US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov
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No. Indicator Units What it Measures Why it is Relevant Who Reports This How Often is it Measured Endnote

Woodward 5 ‐ Sustainability Indicators ‐  Definitions

ECONOMY
Economic Development Friendly

Residential Site Plan 

Reviews
Days

Average days to complete a site plan review 

for residential project

Demonstrates that the local community 

is welcoming to residential development 

and renovation and provides adequate 

guidance for homeowners 
Local Community Annually

Commercial Site Plan 

Reviews
Days

Average days to complete a site plan review 

for Commercial project

Demonstrates that the local community 

is business‐friendly and provides 

adequate guidance for developers Local Community Annually

15 New Businesses Net

Number of new businesses established in 

the local community

Indicates that the community is 

attractive to businesses and provides a 

source of new tax revenues Local Community Annually

16 New Jobs Net

Number of new jobs established in the local 

community

Provides opportunities for residents to 

live near work and indicates a healthy 

business sector
Local Community Annually

17 Business Investment USD
 Value of investment in businesses in the 

local community 

Indicates that the community is 

attractive to businesses  Local Community Annually

Economic Diversity

% Population Age 24 Percent of residents aged 24‐35 who have  A young educated citizenry provides a 

14 Site Plan Reviews

18 Young Professionals

% Population Age 24‐

35 with Bachelor's 

Degree

g

earned a Bachelor’s degree

y g y p

foundation for moving the community 

into the future

US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov

19

Management, Business, 

Science, and Arts 

Occupations 

% Workforce 

Employed in 

Management, 

Business, Science, and 

Arts Occupations

The percent of resident workforce employed 

in selected professions based on NAICS 

codes

Measures employment in emerging, new 

economy fields

US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov

21

Commercial, Office, and 

Industrial Parcels within 

1/4 mile of a Bus Stop

% Units Measured 

Along Road Network 

Percent of commercial, office and industrial 

parcels located within ½ mile of a SMART 

bus stop

Public transportation access to jobs and 

shopping is a key component of a 

motorized infrastructure system Oakland County & SMART On Demand Oakland County GIS
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No. Indicator Units What it Measures Why it is Relevant Who Reports This How Often is it Measured Endnote

Woodward 5 ‐ Sustainability Indicators ‐  Definitions

Economic Prosperity

22
Commercial & Industrial 

Leasing Rates
USD per Square Foot

The price per square foot for office, retail, 

and industrial properties, averaged over a 

year

Robust commercial and industrial leasing 

rates are indicative of quality stock and a 

healthy economy
Local Community Annually

23
Commercial & Industrial 

Vacancy Rates
% of Total Available

The percentage of office, retail, and 

industrial property reported as vacant, 

averaged over a year

Vacant properties negatively impact 

surrounding businesses and are an 

attractive nuisance for vandalism Local Community Annually

24 Resident Income Per Household

Average median household income  High median incomes provide local 

residents with the ability to support local 

businesses and invest in residential 

properties 

US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov

25 Income Disparity GINI Index

GINI Index is a measure of income inequality 

ranging between 0 and 1. Zero (0) would 

indicate a society where everyone earned 

the same income and 1 would indicate a 

society where one person earned all the 

available income and everyone else had 

nothing. The GINI Index is a measure of 

statistical dispersion developed by the 

Italian statistician and sociologist Corrado 

Gini

Societies with great inequalities in 

income frequently display brutal violent 

poverty contrasted with opulent wealth. 

Higher levels of crime and a police state 

are often correlates. Upward mobility is 

frequently much more difficult in highly 

unequal societies

US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov

Fiscal SustainabilityFiscal Sustainability

26 General Fund Balance

% Fund Balance vs. 

General Fund 

Expenditures 

General fund balance as a percentage of the 

general fund expenses, with transfers

Measures how well the local community 

manages its finances Local Community Annually

27 Municipal Bond Rating 0

Risk assigned to the bonds (or debt) sold by 

a unit of local government

Higher bond ratings mean the bonds are 

more attractive to investors. Bond 

Ratings are scored on a scale of AAA 

(high) to BBB‐ (low)

Local Community Annually

28 Tax Base Diversity % of Total

The percent of the community’s total 

assessed value contributed by commercial, 

residential, industrial, and other parcels.  A 

Parcel Diversity Index has been determined 

for each community.  A PDI of 100 would 

indicate high diversity; a low value indicates 

majority of parcels are zoned/used the 

same.

A diverse tax base reduces the tax 

burden on residents, which require the 

greatest amount of City services

Oakland County Annually Oakland County GIS

29 Public Debt 
Debt as a % of 

Indebtedness Cap

The City’s debt as a percent of the statutory 

indebtedness cap, which is 10% of the State 

Equalized Value (SEV) based on audited 

financial statements

Measures how well the City manages its 

finances and capital spending

Local Community Annually
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No. Indicator Units What it Measures Why it is Relevant Who Reports This How Often is it Measured Endnote

Woodward 5 ‐ Sustainability Indicators ‐  Definitions

Services & Infrastructure

30 Condition of Roads Percent Mile Lanes

Percent roads with poor pavement 

conditions per total road mile in the local 

community

Well‐maintained roads promote safe 

travel conditions and improved 

commerce. In addition, capital spending 

can be better controlled because a well‐

maintained infrastructure has a lower 

incident of crisis spending

SEMCOG and Oakland County

The road conditions are 

systematically assessed and 

reported every 4 years

SEMCOG conducts surveys road and bridge conditions 

using a variety of methods.  

http://www.semcog.org/Data/Apps/comprof/transportati

on.cfm?cpid=8999

31 Cost of Public Services USD per Household

32 Resident Satisfaction
Percent Residents 

Responding to Survey

33 Water Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile

The number of incidents of failure/breaks 

per mile of water distribution lines 

owned/operated by the local community

A well‐maintained water system provides 

reliable service and supports residents 

and commerce.  In addition, capital 

spending can be better controlled 

because a well‐maintained infrastructure 

has a lower incident of crisis spending

Local Community Annually

34 Sewer Line Breaks Breaks per Pipe Mile

The number of incidents of failure/breaks 

per mile of sewer lines owned/operated by 

the local community

A well‐maintained sewer system provides 

reliable service and supports residents 

and commerce.  In addition, capital 

spending can be better controlled 

because a well‐maintained infrastructure
Local Community Annually

because a well maintained infrastructure 

has a lower incident of crisis spending
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No. Indicator Units What it Measures Why it is Relevant Who Reports This How Often is it Measured Endnote

Woodward 5 ‐ Sustainability Indicators ‐  Definitions

ENVIRONMENT
Air & Water Quality

35
Residential Water 

Consumption

GPD per 1,000 

Residents

Residential water consumption, reported as 

gallons per day per 1,000 residents

High costs and energy consumption are 

associated with the production, 

treatment, and distribution of potable 

water

Local Community Annually

36 Regional Air Quality 0 Pending

37
Residential Wastewater 

Generation

GPD per 1,000 

Residents

Wastewater produced by residential 

customers, reported as gallons per day per 

1,000 residents

High costs and energy consumption are 

associated with the collection and 

treatment of wastewater
Local Community Annually

38 GHG emissions kg CO2e per Resident

The GHG emissions from residential energy 

consumption

Model based on residential energy 

consumption reported by DTE and 

Consumers Energy

On Demand

Energy

39
Municipal Energy Use 

Index

kBTU per Square Foot 

Per Year

The consumption of energy, including 

electricity, natural gas, and other fuels, for 

municipal buildings and built infrastructure

The return on investment achieved 

through energy conservation efforts will 

enhance fiscal sustainability by allowing 

municipal service provision for less 

money, while achieving environmental 

sustainability goals

Local Community Annually

40

Renewable Energy 

Generation in

% Residential 

Electrical Energy

The kilowatt hours of wind and solar energy 

developed in a community and connected to 

the grid through a net‐metering agreement

Renewable energy such as wind and solar 

help to reduce dependence on fossil fuels

Michigan Public Service 
Annually

The MPSC maintains a database, as reported by the 

regulated utilities, of alternative energy projects that are 

net‐metered (excess electricity generated by the project 

is contributed into the grid).  This does not include small 

l h l i d f id i l40 Generation in 

Community

Electrical Energy 

Demand
Commission

Annually solar or photovoltaic systems used for residential water 

heating, corn heaters, wood heaters, small windmills, etc.

41
LEED & Energy Star 

Certified Buildings

Number of Buildings 

per 1,000 Non‐

Residential Parcels

The number of buildings in the communities 

that are certified in the USGBC’s LEED or 

Energy Star programs and publicly disclose 

that participation, reported per 1,000 non‐

residential parcels

The commercial building sector is the 

largest consumer of electricity in the 

United States. Energy efficient buildings 

contribute to sustainability of a 

community by decreasing the use of 

natural resources The US Green Building Council and 

US EPA
Annually

USGBC provides a public database, searchable by city, of 

all LEED applications and includes date and level of 

certification. It should be noted that some project owners 

choose to not to release the location of the project in this 

database, so there may be more projects located in the 

community.  US EPA maintains a database, searchable by 

zip code, of Energy Star certified buildings.  For the 

benchmark year, we included only those buildings that 

had achieved the final certification by the end of 2011

42 Household Energy Use

Electricity (in MWh) 

and Natural Gas (in 

MCF)

The electricity (in MWh) and natural gas (in 

MCF) consumed by residential customers 

per 1,000 residents

The residential home sector has the 

second largest energy consumption 

across the United States
DTE and Consumers Energy On Demand
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Woodward 5 ‐ Sustainability Indicators ‐  Definitions

Green Infrastructure

43

Residential Parcels 

within 1/4 mile of Public 

Recreation Land

% Units Measured 

Along Road Network 

The percentage of residential parcels, 

including single family and multi‐family, 

located within a ½ mile of a public 

recreation land, measured along the road 

network

Access to green space and recreational 

areas by walking or biking contributes to 

healthy lifestyles, increase property 

values, and provides the community 

opportunities for social interaction

Oakland County On Demand Oakland County GIS

44 Active Parkland
Acres per 1,000 

Residents

Acres of active parkland open to and 

available for use by the public, per 1,000 

residents

Parks provide opportunities for exercise, 

recreation, and social connectivity Oakland County On Demand Oakland County GIS

45
Public Recreation 

Funding
USD per Resident

Spending on public recreation projects and 

actvities, including parks, community events, 

etc, reported in USD per resident

Green space and recreational areas 

contribute to healthy lifestyles, increase 

property values, and provides the 

community opportunities for social 

interaction

Local Community Annually

46 Tree Canopy Coverage % Area

The percentage of land in the community 

covered by tree canopy

Trees help to improve air quality and 

provide shade, which ultimately reduces 

energy demand by reducing the urban 

heat island effect

Oakland County On Demand Oakland County GIS

Transportation

7 Walkability

% Residential Parcels 

within 1/4 mile of a 

Residential parcels, including private family 

and multi‐family, located within ½ of a 

significant commercial or office parcels, 

Access to commercial or office centers by 

walking or biking contributes to a healthy 

lifestyle and a vibrant community Oakland County On Demand 0

Commercial Parcel measured along the road network

10 Transit Access

% Residential and 

Business Units Within 

1/4 of Bus Stop

Percent of residential parcels and businesses 

located within ½ mile of a SMART bus stop, 

measured along the road network

Resident access to public transportation 

is a key component of a motorized 

infrastructure system Oakland County On Demand Oakland County GIS

9 Recreational Pathways
Miles of Trail per 

Square Mile

The miles of recreational trails, non‐

motorized pathways, and bike lanes per 

square mile

Recreational pathways provide safe 

opportunities for exercise in a natural 

area, and they are an alternative to 

protected natural areas, which can be 

negatively impacted by recreational 

activities

Oakland County On Demand Oakland County GIS

47
People Biking or Walking 

to Work 
% Population

The percent of employed residents that 

report walking or biking to work

Walking or biking to work indicates that 

people choose to live close to 

employment opportunities, or are able to 

walk or bike to work in the community.  

Walking and biking contributes to a 

healthy lifestyle and community

US Census ‐ American Community 

Survey
Annually http://factfinder2.census.gov
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Woodward 5 ‐ Sustainability Indicators ‐  Definitions

Waste

Residential Recycling 

Rates
% Households

The percentage of households that 

participate in waste recycling programs

Recycling programs reduce waste in 

landfills and reduce the negative impact 

of the waste.  Additionally, recycling 

helps to reduce energy and the impact on 

natural resources

Local Community Annually

Business Recycling 

Rates
% Businesses

The percentage of businesses that 

participate in waste recycling programs

Recycling programs reduce waste in 

landfills and reduce the negative impact 

of the waste.  Additionally, recycling 

helps to reduce energy and the impact on 

natural resources

Local Community Annually

Residential Recycling 

Ratio

Ratio of Pounds of 

Waste Recycled per 

Household to Pounds 

Sent to Landfill

The ratio of waste recycled in relationship to 

that disposed of in landfills by community 

residents and businesses

Recycling programs reduce waste in 

landfills and the negative impact of the 

waste.  Additionally, recycling helps to 

reduce energy and the impact on natural 

resources

Local Community Annually

Recycling 48
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E1 I
Communicating with diverse groups within the 
community.

Education/ 
Information

City Manager Ongoing X

E2 I
Inclusionary zoning to encourage affordable 
housing. 

Adopted 
Ordinance

Council Ongoing X X

E3 I
Diversity training with police officers and all city 
staff. 

Education/ 
Information

Police Fire Ongoing X

E4 I Crime prevention programs. Program Police Fire Ongoing X

E5 I Resources to encourage physical activity.
Education/  
Information

Parks and Rec Ongoing X

E6 I
Incentives for mixed use, transit oriented 
developments.

Fee/ Incentive
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E7 I
Frequent online updates using websites, e-
newsletters, and social media. 

Education/  
Information

City Manager Ongoing X

E8 I
Online access to all city planning documents, 
ordinances and forms. 

Education/ 
Information

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E9 I
Clear and transparent communications to the public 
regarding city policy and operations. 

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X

E10 C Arts & culture programming. Fee/ Incentive Library Ongoing X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing  Actions - Community -  Berkley
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Regional 
Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I
Provide frequent opportunities and 
forums for civic discourse.

Community Event Council
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X X

Public Agenda

P2 I
Adopt a community-wide 
anti-idling policy. 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Council
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X

Detroit Anti-Idling 
Ordinance 

Sustainable Cities 
Institute

P3 I
Encourage walking and/or biking 
to work. 

Education/ 
Information

Parks and Rec
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

Active Living 
Rochester, MN

US DOT 

P4 I
Incorporate measures of citizen 
satisfaction into budgets and 
service provision decisions.

Operating 
Procedure

Finance
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X

SEMCOG Sustainable 
Community 
Recognition Program 
#14 

P5 I

Require or encourage a Health 
Impact Assessment to evaluate 
the public health impacts of 
projects, policies or programs. 

Study
Planning and 
Development

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

HIAs in Michigan CDC

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Community -  Berkley
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E1 I Joint submittal of road projects where possible. 
Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E2 I
Multi-year budget or budget forecast using past 
revenue assumptions with fund balance.

Operating 
Procedure

Finance Ongoing X X

E3 I
Low/no environmental impact strategies for road 
maintenance

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E4 I
No escrow accounts for site plan/development 
reviews. 

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Planning and 
Development

Completed X

E5 I
Adopted policies for Tax Abatement, Conditional 
Rezoning and Fast Track PUD.

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E6
I

Basic Building Permits in 48 hours, preferably 
online.

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E7 I
Updated Master Plan, Ordinance, TIF, and Forms, 
online.

Education/  
Information

Municipality Ongoing X

E8 I
Zoning laws allow for more diverse neighborhoods, 
mixing small homes with larger.

Adopted 
Ordinance

Planning and 
Development

Completed X

E9 I
Employee benefits, insurance and other purchased 
services assessed for competitiveness.

Education/  
Information

City Manager Ongoing X X

E10 C
Pursue opportunities for multi-community service 
collaboration to increase efficiency and timely 
service delivery. 

Program City Manager Ongoing X X

E11 C
Continually Updated List of programs and services 
offered through County/State programs.

Education/  
Information

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E12 C
A regular meeting between Leadership and the 
Business Community.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X X

E13 C Coordinate Marketing through Woodward 5
Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X X

E14 C
Business financing opportunities and programs 
promoted.

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E15 C
Special resources and programs to support local 
entrepreneurs. 

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Economy -  Berkley
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Regional 
Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I

Make available a clear 
Sustainability Dashboard detailing 
fiscal, service and sustainability 
performance metrics.

Education/ 
Information

Finance
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

Oakland County 
Fiscal Dashboard

Michigan Dashboard

P2 I
Implement Main Street 4-Point 
Approach in downtown areas. 

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development/ 
DDA

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X

Michigan Four Point 
Approach

P3 I

Develop a place-based economic 
development program, identifying 
opportunities, resources and 
promotional tools to leverage 
place as a marketing tool in 
attracting businesses.

Adopted Policy
Planning and 
Development

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X

Project for Public 
Spaces 

Place Based Policies

P4 I Capital improvement plans
Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X Detroit Capital 

Improvement Program 

P5 C
A Business Liaison to act as a 
concierge between the business, 
county, state and the municipality.

Operating 
Procedure

Municipality
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Economy -  Berkley
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E1 I
Develop city-wide traffic management and calming 
programs. 

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E2 I
Zoning flexibility that allows services to locate within 
walking distance of homes, jobs and transit. 

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E3 I "Complete Streets" Resolution or Policy 
Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E4 I
Incorporated Green Infrastructure Planning into the 
City’s Master Plan.

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E5 I Healthy urban forests and street trees maintained
Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E6 I
Electric vehicle charging stations in public areas 
provided. 

Service/Program
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E7 I Free/reduced parking for fuel efficient vehicles 
Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Municipality Ongoing X

E8 I
Waste management plans required for all 
construction sites. 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E9 I
Extensive materials reuse, recovery, and recycling 
programs including recyclables, yard waste, 
hazardous waste, and construction waste. 

Program SOCRRA Ongoing X

E10 I
Stormwater management strategies required for 
new commercial development

Adopted Design 
& Engineering 
Standard

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E11 I  No idling policy for city vehicles. 
Adopted 
Ordinance

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E12 C
Walkability, bikeabliity and road safety audits 
around key destination areas, develop and 
implement a plan to address deficiencies.. 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

City Manager Ongoing X

E13 C
Buffer areas utilized to limit the potential for 
negative effects between land uses, such as 
industrial and residential uses.

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E14 C
Membership in Southeast Michigan Regional 
Energy Office

Program City Manager Ongoing X X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Environment -  Berkley
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Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I
Adopt “green fleet” policies that 
improve local air quality and 
encourage alternative fuel use.

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X AnnArbor Green Fleet 

Program 

P2 I
Provide electric vehicle charging 
stations in public areas.

Service/Program Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X Detroit EV Charging 

Stations
DTE EV Charging 
Stations

EV Charge Station 
Locator 

P3 I
Adopt a community-wide 
anti-idling policy. 

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Council
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X Detroit Anti-Idling 

Ordinane

P4 I
Educate residents and businesses 
on the benefits of water 
conservation. 

Education Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

Great Lakes Region 
Water Conservation 
Toolkit 

Michigan Water 
Stewardship Program 

P5 I
Energy tracking and management 
systems for all municipal 
buildings. 

Operating 
Procedure

Public Works Ongoing X X Portfolio Manager 

P6 I
Implement "Complete Streets" 
Resolution

Physical 
Improvements

Public Works
Long 
(5+ years) X X Complete Streets Detroit 

Michigan Complete 
Streets Coalition

P7 I
Energy coordinator role to 
manage municipal and community 
energy efficiency programs.

Special Board/ 
Commission

Municipality Ongoing X X Regional Energy 
Coordinator 

P8 I

LID (Low Impact Development) 
techniques promoted to manage 
stormwater in new and 
redevelopment projects, where 
feasible. 

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Short 
(1 - 2 years) X LID Manual for Michigan EPA LID

P9 C
Membership in Southeast 
Michigan Regional Energy Office

Program City Manager
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X REO

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Environment -  Berkley
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E1 I
"Inclusionary Zoning" to encourage affordable 
housing. 

Adopted 
Ordinance

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E2 I
Outreach efforts and language translations for 
basic City services. 

Education/ 
Information

Municipality Ongoing X

E3 I Diversity training with all city staff. Education City Manager Ongoing X

E4 I Community based crime prevention programs. Program/ Service Police Fire Ongoing X

E5 I
Programs and resources to encourage physical 
activity.

Education/ 
Information

Parks and Rec Ongoing X

E6 I
Online access to all city planning documents, 
ordinances and forms

Education/ 
Information

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E7 C
Pedestrian safety and barrier-free access along 
major streets and to and from parking areas and 
businesses.

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E8 C

Involved in the Eight Mile Boulevard Association, a 
plan that incorporates 13 communities and 
proposes a strategy in which this famous corridor 
can regain its vibrancy.

Special Board/ 
Commission

Region Ongoing X

E9 C
Planning for future residential development that is 
of a density and character that makes it compatible 
with adjacent existing neighborhoods.

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E10 C
Involved in Woodward Avenue Action Association: 
collaborative transportation study

Study Region Ongoing

X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Community - Ferndale
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Regional 
Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I
Explore methods for engaging 
with diverse groups within the 
community.

Study City Manager
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

Michigan Roundtable 
for Diversity and 
Inclusion

Pure Michigan 

P2 I
Educate residents and businesses 
on the benefits of water 
conservation. 

Education Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X

Great Lakes Region 
Water Conservation 
Toolkit

Michigan Water 
Stewardship Program 

P3 I
Provide incentives for mixed use, 
transit oriented developments. 

Fee/ Incentive
Planning and 
Development

Long 
(5+ years) X X

Smart Growth 
America

HUD Sustainable 
Communities 
Resources 
http://www.huduser.or
g/portal/sustainability/
newsletter_072512_4.
html

P4 I
Assess local community for 
language  needs and effective 
venues for City communication. 

Study Clerk
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

Michigan World 
Language Standards 
http://www.michigan.g
ov/documents/mde/W
LSB_206824_7.pdf

Language Use in 
Census 
http://www.census.go
v/hhes/socdemo/lang
uage/data/acs/index.h
tml

P5 I
Incorporate measures of citizen 
satisfaction into budgets and 
service provision decisions. 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

City Manager
Long 
(5+ years) X X

SEMCOG Sustainable 
Community 
Recognition Program 
#14

P6 I
Downtown Ferndale Smartphone 
Application

Education/ 
Information

DDA
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X X X City of Nashville 

P7 I
Operation Permit Program: 
Emergency & Safety Planning for 
Businesses

Program Police Fire
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X X

OSHA 
http://www.osha.gov/
Publications/osha308
8.html

P8 C
 Implement a Safe Routes to 
School program.

Program City Manager
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X SEMCOG 

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Community -  Ferndale
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E1 I
 A Business Liaison to act as a concierge between 
the business, county, state and the municipality

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development/ 
DDA

Ongoing X X X

E2 I Mixed Use /Incentive Based Zoning Categories Fee/ Incentive
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E3
I

Place-based economic development program, 
identifying opportunities, resources and promotional 
tools

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E4
I

Main Street 4-Point Approach in downtown areas. 
Operating 
Procedure

DDA Ongoing X X X

E5 I
 Increased workforce flexibility through cross training 
and job rotation.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X X

E6 I  Mixed Use /Incentive Based Zoning
Adopted 
Ordinance

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E7
I

Updated Master Plan, Ordinance, TIF, and Forms, 
online 

Education/ 
Information

City Manager Ongoing X X

E8 I
Multi-year budget or budget forecast using past 
revenue assumptions minus a fund balance 
allocation. 

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X X

E9
I

Evaluate and implement privatization of services 
where benefit exceeds cost.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X X

E10 C
Pursue joint submittal of road projects where 
possible.

Operating 
Procedure

Public Works Ongoing X

E11 C
Pursue opportunities for multi-community service 
collaboration

Service/ Program City Manager Ongoing X X

E12 C
Information technology coordination with Oakland 
County IT /explore public private partnerhsips

Service/ Program City Manager Ongoing X X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Economy - Ferndale



#

I/ 
C

*

Action
Action 
Type

Lead
Time 

Frame

F
is

ca
l S

u
st

ai
n

ab
ili

ty

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 D
ev

el
o

p
m

en
t 

F
ri

en
d

ly

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 D
iv

er
si

ty

S
er

vi
ce

s 
&

 In
fr

as
tr

u
ct

u
re

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 P
ro

sp
er

it
y

Regional 
Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal Case 
Studies

P1 I
Basic Building Permits in 48 hours, 
preferably online 

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Long 
(5+ years) X

Michigan Department of 
Licensing and 
Regulatory Affairs

P2 I

Make available a clear 
Sustainability Dashboard detailing 
fiscal, service and sustainability 
performance metrics. 

Education/  
Information

Public Works
Long 
(5+ years) X

Oakland County Fiscal 
Dashboard

Michigan Dashboard

P3 I

Revise zoning laws to allow for 
more diverse neighborhoods, 
mixing small homes with larger, 
resource sharing. 

Physical 
Improvements

CED
Long 
(5+ years) X

City of Madison 
Inclusionary Zoning 

American Planning 
Association 

P4 I
Developing Non Motorized 
Transportation Plan/Multi Modal 
Plan

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

CED
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X X

Ann Arbor Non-
motorized Planning 

City of Detroit Non-
Motorized Master Plan

Michigan Long Range 
Transportation Plan

P5 C
Continually Updated List of 
programs and services offered 
through County/State programs 

Study County
Long 
(5+ years) X

Destination Oakland Michigan Advantage

P6 C
 Coordinate Marketing through 
Woodward 5

Education/ 
Information

City Manager
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Economy -  Ferndale
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E1 I
Develop city-wide traffic management and calming 
programs. 

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E2 I
Zoning flexibility that allows services to locate within 
walking distance of homes, jobs and transit. 

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E3 I "Complete Streets" Resolution or Policy 
Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E4 I
Incorporated Green Infrastructure Planning into the 
City’s Master Plan.

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E5 I Healthy urban forests and street trees maintained
Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E6 I
Electric vehicle charging stations in public areas 
provided. 

Service/Program
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E7 I Free/reduced parking for fuel efficient vehicles 
Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Municipality Ongoing X

E8 I
Waste management plans required for all 
construction sites. 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E9 I
Extensive materials reuse, recovery, and recycling 
programs including recyclables, yard waste, 
hazardous waste, and construction waste. 

Program SOCRRA Ongoing X

E10 I
Stormwater management strategies required for 
new commercial development

Adopted Design 
& Engineering 
Standard

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E11 I  No idling policy for city vehicles. 
Adopted 
Ordinance

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E12 C
Walkability, bikeabliity and road safety audits 
around key destination areas, develop and 
implement a plan to address deficiencies.. 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

City Manager Ongoing X

E13 C
Buffer areas utilized to limit the potential for 
negative effects between land uses, such as 
industrial and residential uses.

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E14 C
Membership in Southeast Michigan Regional 
Energy Office

Program City Manager Ongoing X X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing  Actions - Environment -  Ferndale
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te Regional 
Case Studies

State
 Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I
Establish transit-oriented 
development zones where 
applicable.

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Long 
(5+ years) X Transit Oriented 

Development 
State of Oregon

Center for Transit 
Oriented Development

P2 I
Develop city-wide traffic 
management and calming 
programs. 

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X Ann Arbor 
Sunnyvale, CA Michigan Traffic 

Management Guide 

P3 I

Map all areas that should be 
preserved as funding and land 
assembly opportunities become 
available. 

Study Parks and Rec
Long 
(5+ years) X

City of Ann Arbor 
Natural Area 
Preservation 

BLM 

P4 I Enforce energy code compliance.
Operating 
Procedure

Municipality
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

Michigan Uniform 
Energy Code

Building Energy 
Codes Program 

P5 I

Promote LID (Low Impact 
Development) techniques to 
manage stormwater in new and 
redevelopment projects.

Education/ 
Information

Planning and 
Development

Long 
(5+ years) X LID Manual for 

Michigan
EPA LID 

P6 I
Educate residents and businesses 
on the benefits of water 
conservation. 

Education Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

Great Lakes Region 
Water Conservation 
Toolkit

Michigan Water 
Stewardship Program

P7 I
Install recycling receptacles on 
sidewalks and in highly trafficked 
areas.

Physical 
Improvements

Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X Michigan DEQ 

P8 I
Assign energy coordinator role to 
manage municipal and community 
energy efficiency programs 

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

Sustainable Cities: 
Energy Matrix

P9 I

Coordinated non-motorized 
transportation plan to better link 
recreational trails, residential areas 
and recreational and commercial 
destinations. 

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X Ann Arbor Non-

motorized Planning 

City of Detroit Non-
Motorized Master Plan

Michigan Long Range 
Transportation Plan

P10 I
“Green fleet” policies that improve 
local air quality and encourage 
alternative fuel use 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Public Works
Long 
(5+ years) X AnnArbor Green Fleet 

Program 
Michigan DTMB 

Proposed  Actions - Environment -  Ferndale



#s I/ 
C

*

Action
Action 
Type

Lead
Time 

Frame

Q
u

al
it

y 
A

ir
 &

 
W

at
er

G
re

en
 

In
fr

as
tr

u
ct

u
re

E
n

er
g

y 
E

ff
ic

ie
n

cy

S
u

st
ai

n
ab

le
 

T
ra

n
sp

o
rt

at
io

n

W
as

te Regional 
Case Studies

State
 Case Studies
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Case Studies

Proposed  Actions - Environment -  Ferndale

P11 I
Facilitate user agreements for 
waste management with 
businesses to share costs. 

Fee/ Incentive Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X

P12 I
Explore options to offer/ encourage 
enhanced recycling services to 
businesses

Study
Public Works/ 
DDA

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X Michigan DEQ

P13 I
LED Streetlight Conversion 
downtown.

Physical 
Improvements

DDA/ DPW
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X Ann Arbor LED 

Streetlight

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative
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E1 I
Communicate with diverse groups within the 
community.

Education/ 
Information

Municipality Ongoing X

E2 I
Diversity training with police officers and all city 
staff. 

Education/ 
Information

Police Fire Ongoing X

E3 I Crime prevention programs. Service/ Program Police Fire Ongoing X

E4 I Resources provided to encourage physical activity. Service/ Program Parks and Rec Ongoing X

E5 I
Frequent online updates using websites, 
e-newsletters, and social media.

Education/ 
Information

Municipality Ongoing X

E6 I
Online access to all city planning documents, 
ordinances and forms. 

Education/ 
Information

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E7 I
Community resources celebrated through 
community events. 

Community Event Municipality Ongoing X

E8 I
Clear and transparent communications to the public 
regarding city policy and operations. 

Education/ 
Information

Municipality Ongoing X
E9 I Arts, culture, and educational  programming. Program Library Ongoing X X X

E10 I
First local Human Rights Ordinance in Oakland 
County.

Adopted 
Ordinance

Municipality Ongoing X

E11 I
Recreational programs for different sectors of 
population. 

Program Parks and Rec Ongoing X X
E12 I Active Art Gallery/Cultural Center. Program Library Ongoing X
E13 I

Evaluating need for language translation for basic 
city services.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X X

I/C   I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Community - Huntington Woods



#

I/
 C

*

Action
Action 
Type

Lead
Time 

Frame

H
ea

lt
h

y 
C

o
m

m
u

n
it

y

W
el

l-
E

d
u

ca
te

d

Ju
st

 &
 E

q
u

it
ab

le

C
iv

ic
 &

 S
o

ci
al

 
E

n
g

ag
em

en
t

A
rt

s 
&

 C
u

lt
u

ra
l 

E
n

g
ag

em
en

t

Regional 
Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I
Evaluate feasibility of community 
wide anti-idling programs and 
policy. 

Study
Environmental 
Advisory 
Committee

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X Detroit Anti-Idling 

Ordinance

Sustainable Cities 
Institute

P2 I
Encourage walking and/or biking 
to work and school. 

Education/ 
Information

Municipality
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X

Active Living 
Rochester, MN

US DOT

P3 I
Install bicycle and pedestrian 
infrastructure to facilitate biking 
and walking to multiple land uses.

Physical 
Improvements

Municipality
Long 
(5+ years) X

Bike Lane 
Implementation in 
Chicago

MDOT US DOT 

P4 C
Coordinate a series of events 
around different cultures, races, 
and ethnicities. 

Community Event Municipality
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

Michigan Roundtable 
for Diversity and 
Inclusion

Pure Michigan 

P5 C
Provide reduced-cost 
opportunities to access local 
cultural institutions.

Service/ Program Municipality
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X Detroit Economic 

Growth Coorporation

Cultural Alliance for 
Southeast Michigan

I/C   I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Community -  Huntington Woods
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E1 I
Coordinated multi-year capital improvement 
program, updated annually. 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Public Works Ongoing X X

E2 I
Multi-year budget or budget forecast using past 
revenue assumptions minus a fund balance 
allocation.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X

E3 I
Improved workforce flexibility through cross training 
and job rotation.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Completed X

E4 I
Employee benefits, insurance and other purchased 
services assessed for competitiveness. 

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X

E5 I Basic Building Permits in 48 hours or less.
Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E6 I
Updated Master Plan, Ordinance, and Forms, 
online.

Education/  
Information

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E7 I
15-year, $15 million infrastructure replacement 
program.

Physical 
Improvement

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E8 I
Adopted Master Plan and Community Recreation 
Plan

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Council Ongoing X X

E9 I Corridors targetted for diversified housing options. 
Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Council Completed X X X

E10 I Joint submittal of road projects where possible. 
Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X X

E11 C
Coordinated Marketing through "Destination 
Oakland", "Pure Michigan" or other sources.

Program/ Service City Manager Ongoing X

E12 C
Multi-community collaborative community/economic 
development brand and promotion program

Study City Manager Ongoing X X X

E13 C
Evaluating options for sharing public safety services 
between Woodward 5 communities

Study City Manager Ongoing X X

I/C   I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Economy - Huntington Woods
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Regional 
Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I

Pursue opportunities for multi-
community service collaboration to 
increase efficiency and timely 
service delivery.

Operating 
Procedure

Municipality
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

Michigan Dept. of 
Treasury Economic 
Vitality Incentive 
Program

P2 I
A regular meeting between 
Leadership and the Business 
Community 

Special Board/ 
Commission

City Manager
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X

Detroit Regional 
Chamber Connection 
Point
http://connectionpointd
etroit.com/

Business Leaders for 
Michigan 

P3 I

Revise zoning laws to allow for 
more diverse neighborhoods, 
mixing small homes with larger, 
resource sharing. 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Short (1 - 2 
years) X

City of Madison 
Inclusionary Zoning 
http://www.cityofmadis
on.com/cdbg/iz/

American Planning 
Association 

P4 I
Encourage greater diversity of 
housing choice along corridors

Adopted Design 
& Engineering 
Standard

Planning and 
Development

Long 
(5+ years) X X X Housing Choice 

Voucher Program

P5 C
Continually Updated List of 
programs and services offered 
through County/State programs 

Education/ 
Information

Municipality
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X

Destination Oakland 
http://www.destination
oakland.com/Pages/d
efault.aspx

Michigan Advantage

I/C   I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Economy -  Huntington Woods
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E1 I Ongoing maintenance of sidewalks and pathways.
Operating 
Procedure

Public Works Ongoing X

E2 I
Green Infrastructure Planning incorporated into the 
City’s Master Plan.

Physical 
Improvements

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E3 I
Stormwater management ordinance emphasizing 
Low-Impact Development (LID) solutions.

Adopted 
Ordinance

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E4 I
Energy coordinator role to manage municipal and 
community energy efficiency programs.

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Municipality Ongoing X

E5 I
Incentives leveraged for installing municipal 
renewable power and heating.

Adopted Design/  
Engineering 
Standard

Municipality Ongoing X

E6 I
Energy tracking and management system for 
municipal buildings. 

Education/  
Information

Municipality Ongoing X

E7 I
Comprehensive municipal energy conservation 
operating procedures and standards.

Operating 
Procedure

Municipality Ongoing X

E8 I
Weatherization of commercial and residential 
properties.

Operating 
Procedure

Municipality Ongoing X

E9 I
Extensive materials reuse, recovery, and recycling 
programs including recyclables, yard waste, 
hazardous waste, and construction waste. 

Program SOCRRA Ongoing X

E10 I
Solid waste reduction and recycling procedure in 
municipal buildings.

Operating 
Procedure

Municipality Ongoing X

E11 I
Developed solar power system for Recreation 
Center.  All buildings have had window/insulation 
retrofitting.

Physical 
Improvement

Municipality Ongoing X

E12 I
Adopted appropriate building codes and trained 
personnel.

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E13 C
Membership in Southeast Michigan Regional 
Energy Office

Program City Manager Ongoing X

E14 C Single Stream Recycling Pilot Program Program Public Works Ongoing X

E15 C
Education campaign, competition, or challenge to 
reduce the community’s use of potable water.

Education/  
Information

Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing  Actions - Environment -  Huntington Woods
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Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I
Adopt and implement a "Complete 
Streets" Resolution or Policy.

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Council
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X Complete Streets 

Detroit 
Michigan Complete 
Streets Coalition

P2 I
Adopt “green fleet” policies that 
improve local air quality and 
encourage alternative fuel use.

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Public Works
Long 
(5+ years) X X X AnnArbor Green Fleet 

Program 
Michigan DTMB 

Sustainable Cities 
Institute: Kansas City 
Green Fleets

P3 I
Enforce energy code compliance 
for new construction and 
substantial rehabilitation. 

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X

Michigan Uniform 
Energy Code
http://www.michigan.g
ov/mdcd/0,4611,7-122-
25676_32825_33041-
203088--,00.html

Building Energy 
Codes Program 

P4 I
Provide electric vehicle charging 
stations in public areas. 

Physical 
Improvement

Municipality
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X Detroit EV Charging 

Stations 

DTE EV Charging 
Stations 
http://www.metromode
media.com/devnews/0
804dteplugins0219.as
px

EV Charge Station 
Locator 

P5 I

Conduct walkability, bikeabliity and 
road safety audits around key 
destination areas, develop and 
implement a plan to address 
deficiencies.

Study
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X SEMCOG

Michigan Complete 
Streets Coalition 
http://michigancomplet
estreets.wordpress.co
m/

Michigan Dept. of 
Transportation 
Walkability Audits 

P6 I
Reduce use of bottled water at City 
events and venues.

Operating 
Procedure

Public Works
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

The Story of Bottled 
Water
http://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=Se12y9hS
OM0

Food and Water 
Watch 

Proposed  Actions - Environment -  Huntington Woods
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Case Studies

Proposed  Actions - Environment -  Huntington Woods

P7 I
Examine the inclusion of green 
infrastructure strategies into 
options for site plan design.

Study Public Works
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

Sustainable Cities 
Institute Green 
Infrastructure 
Overview
http://www.sustainable
citiesinstitute.org/view/
page.basic/class/tag.t
opic/community_supp
ort

US EPA 

P8 C

Develop a coordinated non-
motorized transportation plan to 
better link recreational trails, 
residential areas and recreational 
and commercial destinations. 

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

City Manager
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X Ann Arbor 

City of Detroit Non-
Motorized Master Plan
http://www.detroitmi.g
ov/Departments/Plann
ingDevelopmentDepar
tment/Planning/LongR
angeandCommunityPl
anning/MasterPlans/N
onMotorizedMasterPla
n/tabid/2077/Default.a
spx

Pima County, AZ 
Bicycle Plan

P9 C
Expand quantity of materials 
diversion from waste stream. 

Education Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X US EPA 

P10 C

Conduct joint meetings of the 
environmental commissions from 
applicable Woodward 5 
communities. 

Special Board/ 
Commission

Public Works
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X X X

I/C   I = Individual
C = Collaborative
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E1 I The Pleasant Ridge Recreation Center Program Parks and Rec Ongoing X X X X
E2 I

Celebrate community resources through community 
events.

Community Event City Manager Ongoing X X X

E3 C
Joint recreation program with Oakland County 
Parks. 

Special Board/ 
Commission

Parks and Rec Ongoing X X
E4 C Use of Buildings - Ferndale Public Schools Adopted Policy Parks and Rec Ongoing X
E5 C Pool Reciprocal Agreement - Huntington Woods Adopted Policy Parks and Rec Ongoing X
E6 C Youth Sports - Ferndale; Hazel Park Program/ Service Parks and Rec Ongoing X

E7 C Local Trolley Progrm Program/ Service Parks and Rec Ongoing X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Community - Pleasant Ridge
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Regional 
Case Studies

State
 Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I
Make public art a priority in capital 
improvement projects 

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

Arts and Culture Grant 

Programs

San Diego

P2 I
Provide online access to Master 
Plan, Ordinance, TIF, and Forms.

Education/  
Information

City Manager
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X

Detroit Master Plan 

P3 I

Conduct walkability, bikeabliity 
and road safety audits around key 
destination areas, develop and 
implement a plan to address 
deficiencies.

Service/ Program City Manager
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X

SEMCOG  Michigan Complete 

Streets Coalition 

Michigan Dept. of 

Transportation 

Walkability Audits 

P4 C
Implement diversity training with 
police officers and all city staff. 

Education City Manager
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X X

Michigan Roundtable  People's Institute for 

Survival and Beyond

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Community -  Pleasant Ridge
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E1 I
The DDA provides funding for key improvements in 
the Downtown District.

Physical 
Improvement

DDA Ongoing X X X X X

E2 I Privatization of DPW Program/ Service City Manager Ongoing X X

E3 I Contracting City Treasurer Program/ Service City Manager Ongoing X

E4 C
Participating member of the Southeastern Michigan 
Council of Governments

Program SEMCOG Ongoing X X X

E5 C
Election Support; Tax Bills through Oakland 
County,Assesing

Program/ Service City Manager Ongoing X X

E6 C Library Services Through Huntington Woods
Education/  
Information

City Manager Ongoing X

E7 C ICCA Cable Television
Education/  
Information

City Manager Ongoing X

E8 C Fire Protection/ EMS w City of Ferndale Program/ Service City Manager Ongoing X

E9 C Policy/ Fire Dispatch w City of Berkeley Program/ Service City Manager Ongoing X

E10 C Water and Sewer Maintenance - City of Royal Oak Service/ Program DPS Ongoing X X

E11 C SOCRRA Member Service/ Program DPS Ongoing X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Economy - Pleasant Ridge
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Regional 
Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I

Develop and adopt multi-year 
budget or budget forecast using 
past revenue assumptions minus a 
fund balance allocation.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X Wayne County

City of San Luis Obisbo 

Multi‐Year Budgeting

P2 I

Solicit regular citizen input on level 
of service, quality of service, and 
service priorities to inform budgets 
and service provision decisions.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager
Long 
(5+ years) X

SEMCOG Sustainable 

Community Recognition 

Program #14

Michigan Economic 

Center

P3 C

Work with neighboring local 
governments to improve 
consistency among permit 
processes and requirements 
where feasible.

Ordinance
Planning and 
Development

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X

MEDC Redevelopment 

Ready Communities 

P4 C
Implement Main Street 4-Point 
Approach in downtown areas.

Adopted Policy
Planning and 
Development

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X

Main Street Oakland 

County
Michigan Four Point 

Approach 

P5 C
Coordinate Marketing through 
"Destination Oakland," "Pure 
Michigan," and Woodward 5. 

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X Destination Oakland Michigan

P6 C

Develop a place-based economic 
development program, identifying 
opportunities, resources and 
promotional tools to leverage place 
as a marketing tool in attracting 
businesses.

Service/ Program
Planning and 
Development

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X X Pure Michigan  Project for Public Spaces  Place Based Policies 

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Economy -  Pleasant Ridge
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E1 I Recycling services provided throughout the city Program/ Service Municipality Ongoing X

E2 I Composting collection for residents Program/ Service Municipality Ongoing X

E3 C
Local Trolley Program (in conjunction with Berkley, 
Huntington Woods, Royal Oak and Ferndale)

Program/ Service Municipality Ongoing X X

E4 C
Opt in the Suburban Mobility Authority for Regional 
Transportation (SMART) Bus Transportation

Education/  
Information

Municipality Ongoing X X

E5 C Participate in SMART Bike Rack Program Program/ Service Municipality Ongoing X X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Environment - Pleasant Ridge
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Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I

Adopt a water conservation 
program to reduce water use and 
attendant costs within city 
government.

Operating 
Procedure

DPS
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X Michigan DEQ 

P2 I
Develop comprehensive municipal 
energy conservation operating 
procedures and standards

Operating 
Procedure

DPS
Long 
(5+ years) X

Michigan Clean, 

Renewable and Efficent 

Energy Act 

P3 I
Join the Southeast Michigan 
Regional Energy Office

Special Board/ 
Commission

City Manager
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X REO

P4 I
Incorporate Green Infrastructure 
Planning into the City’s Master 
Plan

Adopted Design/  
Engineering 
Standard

Planning and 
Development

Long 
(5+ years) X X SEMCOG LID Manual for Michigan  EPA 

P5 C
Promote a biodiverse landscape in 
parks

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager
Long 
(5+ years) X X Michigan DNR 

P6 C

Develop a coordinated non-
motorized transportation plan to 
better link recreational trails, 
residential areas and recreational 
and commercial destinations.

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

DPS
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X Ann Arbor 

City of Detroit Non‐

Motorized Master Plan

Pima County, AZ Bicycle 

Plan

P7 C

Develop additional on-road bike 
facilities (bike lanes, sharrows) and 
bike parking infrastructure (racks, 
corrals) in downtown, commercial, 
and park destinations.

Physical 
Improvement

DPS
Long 
(5+ years) X X

Bike Lane 

Implementation in 

Chicago
MDOT 

P8 C

Promote LID (Low Impact 
Development) techniques to 
manage stormwater in new and 
redevelopment projects. 

Education/  
Information

DPS
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X LID Manual for Michigan  EPA LID 

P9 C Expand Local Trolley Program
Operating 
Procedure

Parks and Rec
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Environment -  Pleasant Ridge
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E1 I
Inclusionary zoning provisions are adopted to 
encourage affordable housing

Adopted 
Ordinance

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E2 I
Incentives for mixed use and transit oriented 
developments are adopted

 Incentive
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E3 I
Candidate and ballot information is provided in 
multiple outlets and languages

Education/ 
Information

City Clerk Ongoing X X X

E4 I
Frequent online updates using websites, 
e-newsletters, and social media are provided.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X

E5 I
Online access to all city planning documents, 
ordinances, and forms is provided.

Service/Program City Manager Ongoing X

E6 I
Opportunities and forums for civic discourse and 
clear and transparent communications to the public 
regarding city policy and operations are provided.

Service/Program City Manager Ongoing X

E7 I Royal Oak Farmer's Market Service/Program DPS Ongoing X X

E8 I Recreational Programs Service/Program DPS Ongoing X X

E9 C
Community resources are celebrated through 
community events

Education/ 
Information

Municipality Ongoing X X

E10 C Crime prevention programs are implemented. Fee/ Incentive Public Safety Ongoing X

E11 C
Participate in Intergovernmental Cable 
Communications Authority

Program City Manager Ongoing X

E12 C Participate in Royal Oak Youth Assistance Program Public Safety Ongoing X X X
E13 C SWAT Mutual Aid Program Public Safety Ongoing X
E14 C Woodward Dream Cruise

Community 
Event

City Manager Ongoing X X

E15 I
Provide a public input system for identification of 
traffic or infrastructure problems.

Operating 
Procedure

City Manager Ongoing X

E16 I
Make public investments in arts & culture 
organizations and programming.

Service/Program Public Safety Ongoing X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Existing Actions - Community - Royal Oak
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Regional 
Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I

Encourage a Health Impact 
Assessment to evaluate the public 
health impacts of projects, 
policies, or programs

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X HIAs in Michigan  CDC 

P2 I
Incorporate measures of citizen 
satisfaction into budgets and 
service provision decisions

Education/ 
Information

City Manager
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X

SEMCOG Sustainable 

Community Recognition 

Program #14

P3 I
Consider public arts & culture in 
capital improvement projects

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Long 
(5+ years) X X San Diego 

Arts and Culture Grant 

Programs 

National Governors 

Assocation

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Community -  Royal Oak
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E1 I
Adopt City of Royal Oak Master Plan and 
Neighborhood Plan

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

City Manager Ongoing X

E2 I
Adopted City of Royal Oak Downtown District and 
TIF Plan

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E3 I Multi-year capital improvement program adopted
Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Finance Ongoing X

E4 I
Multi-year budget or budget forecast using past 
revenue assumptions minus a fund balance 
allocation

Study Finance Ongoing X

E5 I
Municipal expenditures are compared againast 
other local communities 

Study City Manager Ongoing X

E6 I
Employee benefits, insurance, and other 
purchased services are regularly assessed for 
competitiveness

Physical 
Improvement

City Manager Ongoing X

E7 I
Free pre-application meetings with all necessary 
staff and consultants are available for building 
projects

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E8 I
A pay-per-review policy is offerred in lue of escrow 
accounts for site plan/development reviews

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E9 I
Policies for Tax Abatement, Conditional Rezoning 
and Fast Track PUD are adopted

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E10 I
Basic Building Permits in 48 hours, preferable 
online

Education/ 
Information

Building Ongoing X X X

E11 I
Online access to all city planning documents, 
ordinances, and forms is provided

Service/Program
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E12 I
Incentives for mixed use and transit oriented 
developments are adopted

Adopted 
Ordinance

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E13 I
Inclusionary zoning provisions are adopted to 
encourage affordable housing

Adopted 
Ordinance

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E14 I
The Main Street 4-Point approach is implemented 
in downtown areas

Service/Program
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X X

E15 I
Resources and programs to support local 
entrepreneurs are provided

Service/Program
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E16 I
Annual investment in road,sewer and building 
infrastructure

Program Engineering Ongoing X X

E17 C Participate in Woodward 5 Partnership Program City Manager Ongoing X X X

E18 C
Participate in Michigan Municipal Risk 
Management Authority

Program City Manager Ongoing X X

E19 C
Participate in Michigan Intergovernmental Trade 
Network

Program City Manager Ongoing X X

E20 C
Participate in Court Law Enforcement 
Management Information System

Program Police Fire Ongoing X X

E21 C
Participate in South Oakland County Public Works 
Mutual Aid

Program DPS Ongoing X X

Existing Actions - Economy - Royal Oak
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Existing Actions - Economy - Royal Oak

E22 C Participate in OAKWAY program Program Police Fire Ongoing X X

E23 C
Participate in Woodward Avenue Action 
Association

Program City Manager Ongoing X X X

E24 C
Adopted City of Royal Oak Collaboration Plan 
(2011)

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

City Manager Ongoing X X

E25 C
Joint submittal of road projects where possible is 
pursued

Operating 
Procedure

Engineering Ongoing X X X

E26 C
Coordinated marketing through "Destination 
Oakland", "Pure Michigan" or other sources is 
pursued

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E27 C
A regular meeting between leadership and the 
business community is conducted

Operating 
Procedure

Chamber of 
Commerce

Ongoing X

E28 C
Business financing opportunities and programs 
are promoted

Education/ 
Information

Chamber of 
Commerce

Ongoing X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative
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Regional 
Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I
Formalize asset management 
program into a plan.

Adopted 
Plan/Policy

Engineering
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X SEMCOG Quality 

Infrastructure
EPA Asset Management

P2 I

Make sustainability dashboard 
detailing fiscal, service, and 
sustainability performance metrics 
available on website.

Service/ Program Finance Ongoing X Oakland County Fiscal 
Dashboard

Michigan Dashboard

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Economy -  Royal Oak



E
/ 

P

I/
 C

*

Action Action Type Lead
Time 

Frame

S
u

st
ai

n
ab

le
 T

ra
n

sp
o

rt
at

io
n

S
tr

o
n

g
 G

re
en

 I
n

fr
as

tr
u

ct
u

re

E
n

er
g

y

A
ir

 &
 W

at
er

 Q
u

al
it

y

W
as

te
 R

es
o

u
rc

es

E1 I
Non-Motorized Transportation Plan is incorporated 
into City of Royal Oak Master Plan (2011)

Adopted Plan/Policy
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E2 I
Adopted City of Royal Oak Parks & Recreation Plan 
(2011)

Adopted Plan/Policy DPS Ongoing X X

E3 I Design standards for sidewalks adopted
Adopted Design & 
Engineering 
Standard

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E4 I
Organics and yard debris collection and composting 
program provided.

Service/Program DPS Ongoing X

E5 I
Residential and commercial recycling programs are 
established.

Service/Program DPS Ongoing X

E6 I
Private recyclable collection operations are 
encouraged.

Adopted Policy DPS Ongoing

E7 I
Transit-oriented development zones are 
established in master plan and zoning ordinance 
where applicable

Adopted Ordinance
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E8 I
Zoning flexibility that allows critical service to locate 
within walking distance of homes, jobs, and transit 
is provided.

Adopted Ordinance
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E9 I
Road safety is continuously evaluated through road 
safety audits, signal synchronization, access 
management and crash evaluation

Program/Service Engineering Ongoing X

E10 I
Green Infrastructure is incorporated into the City's 
Master Plan

Operating 
Procedure

Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X

E11 I
Sensitive areas are mapped for preservation as 
funding and land assembly opportunities become 
available

Adopted Plan/Policy
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X X X

E12 I
A healthy urban forest and street trees are 
maintained.

Operating 
Procedure

Parks and Rec Ongoing X X

E13 C
Participate financially in George Kuhn Retention 
Treatment Facility

Physical 
Improvements

Engineering Ongoing X

E14 C
Participate in Southeast Michigan Regional Energy 
Office (SEMREO)

Program City Manager Ongoing X

E15 C
Particpate in Southeast Oakland County Water 
Authority (SOCWA)

Program DPS Ongoing X

E16 C
Participate in South Oakland County Conservation 
Resource Authority (SOCCRA)

Program DPS Ongoing X

E17 C Transportation mode  connections are promoted Operating Procedure
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

E18 C Adopted stormwater detention ordinance.
Adopted Design & 
Engineering 
Standard

Engineering Ongoing X

E19 C
Zoning ordinance incluides standards for residential 
and commerical wind and solar

Adopted Ordinance
Planning and 
Development

Ongoing X

Existing Actions - Environment - Royal Oak
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Existing Actions - Environment - Royal Oak

E20 C Royal Oak Environmental Advisory Board
Special 
Board/Commission

City Manager Ongoing X X X X X

E21 I
Green fleet policies that improve local air quality 
and encourage alternative fuel use are adopted

Operating 
Procedure

DPS
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative
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Case Studies

State 
Case Studies

Federal 
Case Studies

P1 I
Implement construction site 
management and  minimization of 
environmental impacts.

Adopted Policy
Planning and 
Development

Long (
5+ years) X US EPA 

P2 I

Promote green infrastructure 
solutions to stormwater for 
residents and businesses where 
adequate land is available.

Education/ 
Information

Engineering
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X SEMCOG EPA 

P3 I
Promote a biologically diverse 
landscape in parks

Operating 
Procedure

DPS
Long 
(5+ years) X X Michigan DNR

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed  Actions - Environment -  Royal Oak
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P1
Work with Oakland County to better 
publicize available health resources

Education/  
Information

Oakland County
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X

P2
Encourage development of new “Welcome 
Wagon” program

Program Non-profit; Quasi-Gov
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X X X

P3 Collaborative Woodward 5 Calendar Information Non-profit
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X X X

P4
List Serve, Resource Exchange or Time 
Bank

Social Network Non-profit;
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X X

P5
Better engagement of diversity in existing 
committees

Education and 
Outreach

Michigan Roundtable for 
Diversity and Inclusion

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

P6
Improve community events to be more 
inclusive and diverse

Education and 
Outreach

Michigan Roundtable for 
Diversity and Inclusion

Short 
(1 - 2 years) X

P7 Push to diversify committees in communities Advocacy
Michigan Roundtable for 
Diversity and Inclusion

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) X

P8
Hold contest for development of W5 
business and resource smart phone/web 
app

Education/  
Information

DDAs/ Chambers
Short 
(1 - 2 years) X X X

SAB Selected Collaborative Actions - Community Focus Area



# Action
Action 
Type

Key Partner
Time 

Frame

F
is

ca
l 

S
u

st
ai

n
ab

il
it

y

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 
D

ev
el

o
p

m
en

t 
F

ri
en

d
ly

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 D
iv

er
si

ty

S
er

vi
ce

s 
&

 
In

fr
as

tr
u

ct
u

re

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 P
ro

sp
er

it
y

P1 Community-wide WiFi
Physical 
Improvement

Chamber of Commerce
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x x x

P2
Active recruitment of businesses, especially 
clean energy. 

Operating 
Procedure

Michigan Economic 
Development Corp

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x x

P3 Improve Business to Consumer marketing
Education/  
Information

Chamber of Commerce
Short 
(1 - 2 years) x x x

P4
Encourage development of business 
incubators

Physical 
Improvement

Chamber of Commerce
Long 
(5+ years) x x x

P5
Coordinated business directory or smart 
phone app

Education/  
Information

Chamber, DDAs
Short 
(1 - 2 years) x x x

E1 Marketing Coordination
Operating 
Procedure

Woodward 5
Short 
(1 - 2 years) x x x

SAB Selected Collaborative Actions - Economy Focus Area
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P1
Develop a W5 park & greenspace resource 
list/map

Information Non-profit
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

P2
Develop a map of routes and “bridges” to 
connect communities

Information
Michigan Trails and 
Greenways

Long 
(5+ years) x

P3
Coordinate bike route signage for continuity 
amongst communities

Adopted Design/ 
Engineering 
Standard

Planning & Development
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

P4
Adopt a common set of policiies related to 
transit and RTA implementation.

Policy
Woodward Avenue Action 
Association

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P5
Develop street & public areas recycling 
program

Physical 
Improvement

Public Works
Long 
(5+ years) x

P6 Crowdsource popular bike routes Information
Michigan Trails and 
Greenways

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

P7
Shared access to park and recreational 
resources amongst W5 communities

Operating 
Procedure

Councils of Woodward 5 
Long 
(5+ years) x

P8
Develop a more robust educational outreach 
program for primary schools

Education/  
Information

Environmental Committee
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

P9
Create a W5-specific SMART bus campaign 
to increase bus ridership 
(e.g. “Get on the Bus” campaign)

Education/  
Information

Environmental Committee/ 
Transit Organization

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P10 Share and review park plans Plans Planning & Development
Long 
(5+ years) x

P11
Track and report financial and environmental 
impact metrics related to recycling

Information SOCCRA
Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P12
Agree to common development design 
standards

Adopted Design/ 
Engineering 
Standard

Planning & Development
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

P13
Explore less parking, increased parking 
rates

Policy Planning & Development
Long 
(5+ years) x

SAB Selected Collaborative Actions - Environment Focus Area
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E1 I

Develop, publicize and implement a strategic 
plan to set and achieve K-12 educational 
targets and district operational performance 
targets.

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Ongoing X X

E2 Athletics program Program Ongoing X X
E3 Set student achievement targets Adopted Policy Ongoing X X
E4 Identify strategies to close achievement gaps

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Ongoing X X

E5
Adopted strategy to increase community & 
parent participation

Operating 
Procedure

Ongoing X
E6 Provide Early Chlldhood education Program Ongoing X X
E7 Strong music education program Service/ Program Ongoing X X
E8 C

CASA - collaboration between 6 local school 
districts

Program Ongoing X X X

E9 C

Maintain or develop relationships between 
local police department and the schools to 
promote a safe and welcoming learning 
environment.

Program Ongoing X X

E10
Limit the availability of junk food in the 
schools, while increasing the availability of 
fresh, healthy food.

Special Board/ 
Commission

Ongoing X X

P1 I Participate in Safe Routes to School Program X X X

P2 C
Partner with community to increase safe 
social gathering places and opportunities for 
young people.

Program X X

P3 C Implement a farm-to-school program. Program X X X

P4 C

Participate in the Michigan Profile for Healthy 
Youth Survey & Michigan Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey and develop plan/program 
to address deficiencies

Program X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed Actions - Community - Berkley School District
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E1 I

Develop, publicize and implement a strategic 
plan to set and achieve K-12 educational 
targets and district operational performance 
targets.

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Ongoing X X

E2 I Pursue non-traditional forms of revenue
Operating 
Procedure

Ongoing X

E3 C
Identify inter- school district collaborative 
opportunities to increase operational 
efficiencies.

Program Ongoing X

E4 I
Conduct regular market tests of existing 
contracts and vendors to evaluate quality of 
services and cost-competitiveness.

Program Ongoing X

E5 Master Facilities Plan adopted and implement
Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Ongoing X X

P1 C

Collaborate with community colleges and 
schools to align curriculum, job mentoring 
and vocational education opportunities with 
local business needs.

Program X

P2 C
Provide mentoring opportunities for high 
school students at local businesses

Program X

P3 I

Develop and adopt multi-year budget or 
budget forecast using past revenue 
assumptions minus a fund balance 
allocation.

X

P1 I
Evaluate and implement privatization of 
services where benefit exceeds cost. X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed Actions - Economy - Berkley School District
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E1 I
Five Green Schools participants 
(2 green, 1 Emerald, 1 Evergreen) Program Ongoing X X X X

E2 Energy Efficiency Plan adopted/implemented
Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Ongoing X
P1 I Expand participation in Green Schools 

Initiative
X X X X

P2 I Participate in Safe Routes to School X
P3 I/C Implement a green purchasing program. X

P4 I
Develop and implement district-wide waste 
reduction, energy efficiency and water 
efficiency programs in school buildings. 

X

P5 I
Adopt a water conservation program to 
reduce water use and attendant costs within 
school buildings

X

P6 I
Develop and implement environmental 
curriculum within all levels of education. X X X X X

P7 I
Implement an energy tracking and 
management system for municipal buildings. X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed Actions - Environment - Berkley School District
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E1 I Strong music education program Program Ongoing X
E2 I Athletics program Program Ongoing X
E3 Non-discrimination policy Adopted Policy Ongoing X

P1 I

Develop, publicize and implement a strategic 
plan to set and achieve K-12 educational 
targets and district operational performance 
targets.

Adopted Plan/ 
Policy

Short 
(1 - 2 years) X

P2 I Participate in Safe Routes to School Program X X X

P3 C
Partner with community to increase safe 
social gathering places and opportunities for 
young people.

Program X X

P4

Maintain or develop relationships between 
local police department and the schools to 
promote a safe and welcoming learning 
environment.

Program X X

P5 Implement a farm-to-school program. Program X X X

P6

Participate in the Michigan Profile for Healthy 
Youth Survey & Michigan Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey and develop plan/program 
to address deficiencies

Program X

P7
Limit the availablity of junk food in the 
schools, while increasing the availability of 
fresh, healthy food.

X X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed Actions - Community - Ferndale Public Schools



#

I/ 
C

*

Action
Action 
Type

Lead
Time 

Frame

F
is

c
a

l 
S

u
s

ta
in

a
b

il
it

y

E
c

o
n

o
m

ic
 D

e
v

e
lo

p
m

e
n

t 
F

ri
en

d
ly

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 D
iv

er
si

ty

S
er

vi
ce

s 
&

 I
n

fr
as

tr
u

ct
u

re

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 P
ro

sp
er

it
y

E1 I Strategic Plan Initiative
Adopted Plan/ 
Policy X X

E2
Promote retraining programs to 
unemployed/underemployed residents

Program X

P1 C

Collaborate with community colleges and 
schools to align curriculum, job mentoring 
and vocational education opportunities with 
local business needs.

Program X

P2 C
Identify inter- school district collaborative 
opportunities to increase operational 
efficiencies.

Program X

P3 C
Provide mentoring opportunities for high 
school students at local businesses

Program X

P1 I

Develop and adopt multi-year budget or 
budget forecast using past revenue 
assumptions minus a fund balance 
allocation.

X

P2
I

Evaluate and implement privatization of 
services where benefit exceeds cost. X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed Actions - Economy - Ferndale Public Schools
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E1 I
3 Southeast Michigan Green School Initiative 
participants

Program Ongoing X X X X

P1 I
Expand participation in Green Schools 
Initiative X X X X

P2 I Participate in Safe Routes to School X
P3 Implement a green purchasing program X

P4
Develop and implement district-wide waste 
reduction, energy efficiency and water 
efficiency programs in school buildings

X

P5
Adopt a water conservation program to 
reduce water use and attendant costs within 
school buildings

X

P6
Develop and implement environmental 
curriculum within all levels of education X X X X X

P7
Implement an energy tracking and 
management system for municipal buildings X

I/C  I = Individual
C = Collaborative

Proposed Actions - Environment - Ferndale Public Schools



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 10 

 



# Action
Action 
Type

Lead
Time 

Frame

H
ea

lt
h

y 
C

o
m

m
u

n
it

y

W
el

l-
E

d
u

ca
te

d

D
iv

er
se

 C
o

m
m

u
n

it
y

C
iv

ic
 &

 S
o

ci
al

 
E

n
g

ag
em

en
t

A
rt

s 
&

 C
u

lt
u

ra
l E

n
g

ag
em

en
t

P1
Hold community organization open house/ 
roundtable

Community Event
Community 
organizations

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x

P2
Woodward 5 annual event (ethnic festival, 
celebrate community assets)

Community Event

Michigan 
Roundtable for 
Diversity and 
Inclusion

Long 
(5+ years) x x x x

P3 Community gardens
Physical 
Improvement

Community 
groups

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x x x

P4
Park clean ups and stewardship; Adopt a 
park

Community Event
Neighbors and 
friends group

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x x

P5 Youth mentorship Service/ Program
Oakland center 
youth assistance

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x

P6 Community led fitness walk/wellness fair Community Event
Community 
organizations

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x x

P7 Reach out to rental population
Education/  
Information

Community 
organizations

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x x

P8 Support for LGBT
Education/  
Information

Community 
groups

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P9 implement a Safe Routes to School program Program/ Service School District
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

P10 Community bike ride/ bike events Community Event
Community 
organizations

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P11 Nutrition education
Education/  
Information

Hospitals, non-
profits

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P12 Bus tours to promote homeownership Community Event Realtors
Short 
(1 - 2 years) x x x

P13
Community group promo materials in 
multiple languages

Education/  
Information

Community 
groups

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

P14 Educate voters Education
Grassroots 
communities

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P15 Coordinate lecture series
Education/  
Information

Libraries
Short 
(1 - 2 years) x x

P16 Offer community arts challenges Community Event DDA
Long 
(5+ years) x

Proposed Actions - Community Focus Area - Community-Led 
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P1
Business incubators (i.e. yellow 
door/rustbelt)

Program/ Service
Businesses (not 
direct retail, e.g. 
Green Garage)

Long 
(5+ years) x x x x

P2 Job growth sectors communicate to schools
Operating 
Procedure

Chamber of 
Commerce

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x

P3
Crowdsourcing and financing for public 
projects (i.e. parks)

Operating 
Procedure

Citizens
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x x

P4
Business beautification awards, “adopt-a-
block” for local businesses

Service/ Program
Chamber of 
Commerce, DDA

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x x x

P5 “Welcome wagon” for new businesses Program/ Service
Chamber of 
Commerce

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x x

P6 Micro-lending (modeled after Detroit “soup”) Service/ Program Citizens
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x x

P7
DDA survey of high school students for 
retail/community needs

Study DDA, Schools
Short 
(1 - 2 years) x x

Proposed Actions - Economy Focus Area - Community-Led 
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P1
Public transit advocacy – complete regional 
bus system

Education/  
Information

Transit Riders 
United

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P1
Encouraging green infrastructure through 
workshops , seminars, and advocacy. 

Education/  
Information

Community 
groups, advocacy 
groups, watershed 
councils, MSU 
extension, 
SEMCOG, nature 
conservancy

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x

P2
Sustainability education for businesses and 
residents

Education/  
Information

Environmental 
committee

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x x x x

P3
Encourage food donations to reduce food 
waste

Program/ Service
Schools, 
restaurants, 
forgotten harvest

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

P4 Anti idling ordinance; education 
Adopted 
Ordinance

Volunteer groups, 
schools, PTAs, 
trucking groups

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x

P5 Adopt-a-park 
Operating 
Procedure

Parks and 
recreation

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P6 Community urban farming Service/ Program
Schools, Greening 
of Detroit, MSU 
extension

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

P7 Rideshare/safe routes to school Program/ Service SEMCOG
Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x x

P8 Make recycling more accessible
Operating 
Procedure

SOCCRA, 
community events, 
business 
associations

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P9 Education/incentives for recycling
Education/  
Information

SOCCRA, local 
environmental 
groups, schools

Short 
(1 - 2 years) x

P10
Develop a more robust educational outreach 
program for primary schools

Education/  
Information

Environmental 
committee

Medium 
(3 - 5 years) x

Proposed Actions - Environment Focus Area - Community-Led 

* I = Individual; C = Collaborative; I/C = Individual/ Collaborative
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